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INTRODUCTION. 

The true spirit of the times is in nothing more 
perceptible than in the tone given to our most trifling 
amusements. Information of some description must 
be blended with every recreation to render it truly 
acceptable to the public. The most beautiful fictions 
are disregarded unless in some measure founded 
upon fact Pure invention has been declared by 
Bvron to be but the talent of a liar and the novels 
of Sir Walter Scott owe their popularity as much to 
the learning as to the genius displayed in their pages 
or the mystery which so long surrounded the writer*. 
The days have gone by when archaeological pursuits 
were little more than the harmless but valueless 
recreations of the aged and the idle. The research, 
intelligence, and industry of modem authors and 
artists have opened a treasure-chamber to the rising 
generation. The spirit of critical inquiry has sepa- 
rated the gold from the dross, and antiquities are 
now considered valuable only in proportion to their 
illustration of history or their importance to art. 

The taste for a correct conception of the arms 
and habits of our ancestors has of late years rapidly 
diffused itself throughout Europe. The historian, 
the poet, the novelist, the painter, and the actor, 
have discovered in attention to costume a new spring 
of information, and a fresh source of effect. Its 
study, embellished by picture and enlivened by anec- 
dote, soon becomes interesting even to the young 
and careless reader; and at the same time that it 
sheds light upon manners and rectifies dates, stamps 

* At the ORine tim* we must observe, that his detcriptioni of 
•ncieat costume are sot always to be relied upon. The armour 
of Richard Cteur de Lion in ** Ivaohoe '* is of the siiteealh ta^ybsct 
than of the twelfth century. 



the various events and eras in the most natural and 
*ivid coloUTH indelibly on the memory. 

Of those who affect to ridicule the description of a 
doublet, or to deny the possibility of assigning the 
introduction of any particular habit to any particular 
jteriod (and some have done so in print who tihonld 
have known belter}, we would only inquire what 
criticiaui they would pass upon the painter who should 
represent Julius Cssar in a froclc-coat, cocked hat, 
and Wellington trousers ; nor will we admit this lo 
be an extreme case, for hon lately have the heroes 
aud sages of Greece and Rome strutted upon the 
stage in flowing perukes and gold-laced waistcoats. 

And is the representing Paris in a Rom;in dress, as 
was done by West, tlie President of the Royal Aca- 
demy, to be considered a more menial offence, because 
it is more picturesque and less capable of detection 
by the general spectator? — The Roman dress is more 
picturesque than the habils of the present day, cer- 
tainly ; but not more so than the Phrygian, the proper 
costume of the person represented. And is it par- 
donable in a man of genius and information to per- 
petuate errors upon the ground thai they may pass 
undiscovered by the million? Does notihe historical 
painter voluntarily ofier himself to the public as an 
illustrator of huhits and manners, and is he wantonly 
to abuse the faith accorded to him ? But an artist, 
aay the cavillers, must not sacriiice e^ct to the 
minuti» of detail. The extravagant dresses of some 
periods would detract from the expression of the 
figure, which is the higher object of the painter's 
ambition. Such and such colours are wanted for 
peculiar purposes, and these might be the very tints 
prohibited by the critical antiquary. To these and 
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twenty other stm98r objections the plain answer it, 
that the exertion of one-third part of the study and 
ingenuity exercised in the invention of conventional 
dresses to satisfy the painter's fancy would enable 
htm to be perfectly correct and at the same time 
equally effective — often, indeed, more effective, from 
the mere necessity of introducing some hues and 
forms whifdi otherwise had never entered into his 
imagination. 

The assertion so coolly hazarded by some writers, 
that chronological accuracy is unattainable in these 
matters will be refuted, we trust, by every page of 
this work ; its principal object being to prove the 
direct contrary, and establish the credence which may 
be given to the authorities therein consulted, and 
lighten the labours of the student by directing him at 
once to those cotemporary records and .monuments 
which may serve him as tests of the authenticity of 
later compilers. 

Careless translajtion has done much to deceive, and 
the neglect of original and cotemporary authors for 
the more familiarly written and easily obtained works 
of their successors, has added to the confusion. It 
is extraordinary to observe the implicit confidence 
with which the most egregious mistakes have been 
copied by one writer after, another, ^parently with- 
out the propriety having once occurred to them of 
referring to the original authorities. 

A want of methodical or strict chronological 
arrangement, has also contributed to the perplexity 
of the students; and the works of the indefatigable 
Strutt have, from this latter defect, misled perhs^s 
more than they have enlightened. To condense and 
sifl the mass of materials he had collected, has been, 
perhaps, the most laborioiys portion of our task. 
Some of his plates contain the costume of two cen- 
turies jurtibled together, and the references to them in 

63 
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Ihe test are scadered over (he volumes ii the most 
bewildering mancer. This nmlerial defect is re- 
medied, we trust,inuurpitfalicatLuii; and it isncarcely 
tieCMsBry to point outtlie advautage of finding every 
intbrmation respecting ilie dress or armour of a par- 
ticular reigu contained within the few pages allotted 
toiL 

The bulk of all the best works on ancient costume 
or armour, and their consequent expense, have been 
formidable obstacles to the artist, and must surely 
render a pncket volume, comprising every necessary 
reference and inrormation.adesirable companion; and 
although we by no means pretend to infallibility, we 
trust that our jealousy of all questionable documents, 
and the rigid test to which we have subjected, and 
by which we have shaken the evidence of many 
hitherto undoubted, have preserved us from gross 
miarepresentations, at the same time that they have 
euabied us to correct some material errors, and 
explain several obscure passages in our more costly 
and Toluminous precursors, 

The following is a list of ihe works on general 
costume, or containing notices of British dress, which 
may be consulted with advantage by the artist, with 
our own, fur a commentary. 

Habitus PrKcipuorum Popuiorum, lam Virorum 
qiiam Fieminanim, Eingulari arte depict). By John 
Weigel, cutter in wood. 1 vol. fol, Nuremberg, 1577, 

Haliitus Varinium Orbis Gentium. By J.J.Boissud, 
15P1. 

Habiti Anticbi e Modem! di diverse Parti del Hondo. 
By CKSiir Vecellio. 8vo. Venice, 1590. 

Sacri Romani Imperii Omatus, iteui Germaiionuii 
diversaniinque Gentium Peculiares Vestitus; quibus ac- 
ceduut EcclesLasticurum Habitus Varii. By Caspai 
KutK, MSH. 
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Diyersarum Grentium Armatura E(mestris, 1617. 

Oraatus MuliebrisAnglicanus. By Wencelaus Hollar. 
4to. London, 1640. 

A Collection of the Dresses of different Nations, an- 
cient and modem. 2 vols. 4to. Published by Thomas 
Jefferys. London, 1757. 

Horda Angel Cynan. By Joseph Strutt 3 vols. 4to. 
London, 1774—76. 

Dress and Habits of the People of England. By 
ditto. 2vols. 4to. London, 1796— 99. 

Regal and Ecclesiastical Antiquities. By ditto. 
1 vol. 4to. London, 1 773—93. 

Selections of the Ancient Costume of Great Britain 
and Ireland. By Charles Hamilton Smith, Esq. 1 vol. 
fol. London, 1814. 

Costume of the Original Inhabitants of the British 
Islands. By S. R. Meyrick, LL D. & F.S A.; and C. H. 
Smith, Esq. 1 vol. fol. London, 1821. 

A Critical Enquiry into Ancient Arms and Armour. 
By S. R. Meyrick, LL.D., &c. 3 vols. fol. Loudon. 

Encycloprodia of Antiquities. By the Rev. T. D. Fos- 
brooke, M.A. F.S.A. 2 vols. 4to. London, 1825. 

Illustrations of British History. 2 vols. 12mo.. By 
Richard Thomson. PubUshed in Constable's Miscellany, 
Edinburgh, 1828. 

Engraved Illustrations of Antient Armour from the 
Collection at Goodrich Court. By Joseph Skelton, F.S.A. 
With the descriptions of Dr. Meyrick. 2 vols. 4to. 
London and Oxford, 1830. 

The Monumental Effigies of Great Britain. By Charles 
Alfred Stothard, P.S.A. Fol. London, 1833. 

Walker s History of the Irish Bards. 2 vols. 8vo. 

Logan's History of the GaeL 2 vols. 8vo. 

To preclude the necessity of long references we 
here subjoin a list of the principal authorities quoted 
in this work. Some of them being in manuscript, 
many of rare occurrence, many not contained even in 
public libraries, except in some voluminous collection 
of historians, so that the inquirer may lose much 
time in seeking for them, unless he knows the exact 
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work in which th^ are to he found, we have sought 
to make our catalogue more complete by providing 
against this difficulty in all cases where it seemed 
likely to occur, it wfii not, of course, be supposed 
that the editions or collections here indicated are the 
only ones in which the writers named are to be found. 

List of the principal Ancient Authors and Work» 
quoted or referred to in this Volume. 

Herodotus. 

Plutarch's Lives. 

Csssar's Commentaries. 

Diodorus Siculus. 

Pdybius. 

Strabo. 

Pomponius Mela : Geography . 

Tacitus : Life of Agricola ; Manners of the Germans. 

Pliny's Natural History. 

Solinus: Polyhistor. 

Dion Cassiusc 

Herodian. 

Livy. 

Ovid, 

Martial. 



The Welsh Triads 
Taliesin: Poems 
Llywarch H§n: 

Elegies 
Anuerin : The Go 

dodins 



'Vide Archapologia Britannica, Oxford^ 
1707; Davies' Celtic Kesearches^ Lo«« 
don^ 1804: Myvyrian, Archaeology of 
Wales; 2 voU. London^ 1801 ; Dissertatio 
dc Bardis; &c.8vo. 1764; Ohven's Cam- 
briaa Biography^ London^ Svo. 1803; and 
Treatise on the Genuineness of the Poems 
of Anuerin^ Taliesin, Llywarch H^n^&c; 
with Specimens by Mr. Sharon Turner. 

E^hart: Life of Charlemagne. Vet Script Germ, 

Reub. Han. 1619. 
Monk of St Gall. 
History of the Lombards. Printed by Muratori in hk 

Scriptores Italici, vol. i. 
paulus Deaconus. 
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Theganus : Life of Louis le Debonaire. 

Bede. 

Adhelin, Bishop of Sherborne. M.S. Brit Mus. Royal, 
15et 16. 

William of Poitou: Gresta Gulielmi Ducds. Printed in 
Duchesne's Historia Normanorum Scriptores An|iqui 
Folio. Paris, 1601. 

William of Malmsbury : De Gestis Regum Anglorum. 
Printed in Sir H. Savil's Collection, entitled Scriptores 
post Bedam. Frankfort, folio, 1601. 

Agathias: History. Printed at Leyden, 1594; and 
Paris, 1658. 

Gregory of Tours : History of the Franks. 

Anglo-Saxon Poems of Judith and Beowulf. 

Aimion: History of France. Printed in Duchesne*8 
HistorisB Normanorum Scriptores Antiquis. Folio. 
Paris, 1619. 

Encomium of Emma, m Duchesne. 

Alcuin: Lib. de Offic. Divin. Folio. Paris, 1617. 

Adam of Bremen : Ecclesiastical History. Rer. Germ. 
Linden. Frankfort, 1630. Langcheck*s Collection 
of Writers on Danish Affairs. 5 vols, folio. Copenha- 
gen, 1772—92. 

Arnold of Lubeck. Ibid. 

Bartholinus: On the Contempt of Death 

ForfsBUs: History of Norway. 

Asser : Life of Alfred. Printed by Camden in his collec- 
tion, entitled Anglica, Normanoricum, Hibernica, 
Cambrica. a soriptoribus, a veteribus scripta. Folio. 
Frankfort, 1603. 

John Wallingford : Printed in Gale's HistonccD Britan- 
nicsD et AnglicansD Scriptores. 2 vols, folio. Oxford, 
1689—91. 

Ingulph : History of Croyland Abbey, and English His- 
tory, in Savil's Scriptores. 

Glaber Rodolphus. 

Fbrence of Worcester: Chronicle. Printed in 4to, 
London, 1592. 

Ordericus Vitalis : Ecclesiastical History. 

Wace : Roman de Ron. Printed by M. Pluquet. Rouen, 
827. 
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islands — ft few slig-ht and scattered notices by the 
Greek and Latin nriters, and an o[:cas[onal passage 
in the Welsh Triads, form the meagre tola! of our 
information '. Mere speculalions, however ingenious, 
it would be foreign to the plan of ihis work lo enter- 
tain : however interesting, or even convincing', to 
the student of antiquity, they are too shadowy to 
be grasped and retained by the unlearned reader. 
From the positive evidence, however, of such wea- 
pons and ornaments as have been from time to 
time discovered in this country, and acknowledged 
as neither of Roman nor Sanon workmanship, we 
are, with the aid of the scanty lestimimy before- 
mentioned, authorized to presume that its earliest 
inhabitants had relapsed into barbarism, as they 
receded from the civilized south, and having lost, in 
the course of their migrations, the art of working 
metals and of weaving cloth, were clothed in skins. 
decorated with beads and flowers, and armed with 
weapons of bone and flint, which, in addition to their 
etained and punctured bodies (the I'emembrance, it 
would appear from Herodotus, of a Thracian cus- 
tom '), must have given them, as nearly as possible, 
the app«arance of the Islanders of the South Pacific, 
as described by Captiun Cook. 

And nith similar policy to that practised by our 
ftmous navigator, did the Tyrian traders apparently 
teach the British savages to manufacture swords, 
npear-blades, and arrow-heads, trom a composition 

' Herodotus, book i^.; Plulircli ii. M.rio i Webh Triads, 4 
■nd5. 

* H«rodolu«, V. 6. "To hive puncluns un ihsir skin ii •ilh 

docBrU" Uidnrus describes the Brtlith mellud o[ lataoing in 
IhBM words: "They BqueeMlhe juice of certain herbs inln figure* 
uade on iheir bodies witb ihe poinls of needles." Orie. lib. lii. 
Tl tetmt tn hue bean done id infancy, M 
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ef brass (or rather of copper) and (in, by first pre- 
■enting tbem with models of their own rude weapons 
in this mixed metal, and then gradually inducing 
them to adopt the improvements, and emulate tha 
skill of their friendly Tisitora. 

The lance, for instance, formed of a long bone, 
ground to a point (vide figurea c and d at head of 
chapter), and inserted into a split at the end of an 
oaken sbafi:, where it was secured by wooden pegs, 
was first succeeded by a metal blade, similarly shaped 
and fastened (vide fig. a in the followina; engraving) ; 




fiw>aii 



die up u Htrtfindibln : >.■ iwonl inaoa >t niDanTn, iii m inci-uf- 
rioi eoltKtion; f^ bjit1l»-ax< head, ar iba ftrJiait fotm. <qjrnbvBd m 
ArAiMlocia. toI. ii. fl. S; g. loattifT. ungrtTMl In AnhMilotlll. 

but shortly afterwards, the shaft, instead of receiving 
the blade, was fitted into a socket in a workmanlik* 
manner, and finally the blade itself assumed a clasNcol 
form. The arrow and the hatchet, or battle-axe, under- 
went the same gradual transformation and \in^TVi% 



I 



meut, Miinif be seen by a comparison oflhe brazes 
weapons here eoeraved with those of bone aud Hint 
at the IieatI of the chapter. The greater part of the 
originald are preserved in the armoury at Goodrich 
Court, Hereford shire. 

For the aword they were probably indebted lo 
the Ph(£uidutis, or perhaps to the Gauls, who also 
wore them of brass, and of a similar form. The hill 
was cased on each side with horn, nhence the British 
adage; "A gavas y earn gavas y Ilavyn." " He 
who has the horn has the blade'." 

The flat circular shields too of the Britonn, which 
were of wicker (like their quivers, their boats, and 
(heir idols'), were soon either imitated in the same 
metal or covered with a thin plate of it, and then, 
from their sonorous quality, they were called tarian.s 
or dashers'. The metal coatings oftwo of these shields 
are preserved in a perfect state in the Meyrick collec- 
lion. They are ornamented with concentric circles, 
between ivhich are raised as many little knobs as the 
space will admit. They are rather more than two feet 
in diameter, with a hollow boss in the centre to admit 
the bond, as they were held at arm's length in action. 
"(Ju comparing it with the Highland ta»get," Sir 
Samuel Meyrick remarks, " we shall find that, al- 
though the Roman mode of putting it on the arm 
has been adupted by those roounlaineers, the boss. 



■ Meyrit 



Bngra- 



t«d lUuilntiDiiB of Ancient Ai 



* The ingenuity of the BrUom in Ibis apeciei of miDufu'.iite 
£ nmcli aijinired by Ihe Roinuis, wbo, when Ihey inlroduced 
o Italy Ihe Britith baioavd (baskel-wDrk), udopled also iu 
" miog it iaieauda. The British nime fur a (|uiser ii 




ANOIIMT BRITISH PBRIOD, i 

linidered BMless. ib ptill retained, and the little knob* 
imitaled wilh brass nMls'." 




Several brezen swords and spear-bladea, found in 
the bed of the Thames near Kingston, have been 
engraved for a frontispiece to Mr. Jesse's interesting^ 
work, entitled ' Gleanings of Natural Historic ;' but 
they are there erroneously called Roman. Whoever 
will take the trouble to compare them with the num- 
berless acknowledged Bntish weapons in various 
Eng^lish collections, and with many similar relics 
found in Ireland, where the Romans never set 
foot, will scarcely need the additional argrument, that 
the Romans, at the period of the invasion of Britain, 
used weapons of steel only, to convince themselves ol 
the Celtic origin of those curious military antiquities 
< Arch«olo£ii, vol. iiiii. p. 9b. 

b3 
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But let- US hasten to the period* when the light of 
history begins to dawn upon us, and the .personal 
observation of intelligent men becomes the authority 
on which our descriptions are based. 

Fifly-five years before the birth of Christ, Julius 
Cesar landed on these shores, and found the inha- 
bitants of Cantium (Kent) the most civilized of all 
the Britons, and differing but little in their manners 
from the Gauls ^, from whom they had most probably 
acquired the arts of dressing, spinning, dyeing, and 
weaving wool, as they there practised them after the 
Gaulish fashion, and possessed, in common with their 
continental kindred, some valuable secrets in them, 
unknown to other nations. Of this fact we have the 
direct evidence of Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, and 
Pliny ; the latter of whom enumerates several herbs 
used for this purpose, and tells us that they dyed 
purple, scarlet, and several other colours, from these 
alone ^. But the herb which the Britons chiefly used 
was the glastum or woad (called in their native lan- 
guage, y gldsy glas lys, and gladly s, from glds, blue'), 
with which they stained and punctured their bodies, 
in order, says Caesar, to make themselves look dread- 
ful in battle ^®. His words are, however, " Omnes 
vero se Britanni vitro in6ciunt, quod coeruleum 
^fficit colorem, atque hoc horribiliori sunt in pugniL 
adspectu." Now the word vitro is disputed, and 
"nitro," 'Muteo," '*ultro," "glauco," and **guasto,** 

' De Bell. Gal. lib. v. 14. Strabo says, <* the Britons, in their 
manners, partly resemble the Gauls." Tacitus says, *' they are 
near and like the Gauls ;" and Pomponius Mela tells us, ** the 
Britons fought armed, after the Gaulish manner.*' 

" Hist. Nat. lib. xvi.c. 18; lib. xxii. c. 26. 

* Meyrick, Costume of the Original Inhabitants of the British 
Isles, folio, London, 1821. 

'^ De Bell. Gal. lib. v. Herodian says the Britons who resisted 
Severus painted the figures of all kinds of animals on their 
bodies, lib. iii. p 83 ; and Martial has the words " Csruleit 
BritaoDis/' lib. ix. c. 32. 
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haVe been alternately suggested as the correct 
reading. Pliny says they used " glastum*' (i. e. woad), 
Imt Ovid uses the singular expression *'*' Viridesque 
Britannos." Amorum. Eleg. 16. And glas^ in Celtic, 
signifies green as well as blue. It is applied to the 
sea, and to express, poetically, the sea, as glasmhaigh^ 
a green plain, Crann ghlas is a green tree. It enters 
into combination also with a variety of words in the 
Celtic expressive of grass, greens for food, salad, sea 
wrack,' and also means pale, wan, poor, and even in 
colour greyish. Each glas is a grey horse. The dress 
of the fairies is always spoken of as gla^, Anglice, 
green and shining : and no doubt it is the origin of our 
word gloAs, which has been applied to the composi- 
tion so called in consequence of its presenting indif- 
ferently the hues and lustrous appearance alluded to. 
A man could not dye his body with glass, but the 
obvious derivation of that word from the Celtic ren- 
ders the vitro of Csesar a t»till more curious expression. 
The word ** cceruleum*' may also be translated green, 
wan, or pale, like the Celtic ghis, and the skin washed 
lightly over with blue or grey would presen* a green- 
ish and ghastly appearance. And here it may be 
remarked, that from the fact c«f the Romans, on their 
first invasion of the island, beholding the inhabitants 
only when, according to a common Celtic custom*^ 
(a custom partially followed by the Scotch High- 
landers to the days of the battle of Killicrankie), they 
had flung off their garments to rush into action, arose 
the vulgar error that the Britons lived continually 
" in puris jiaturalibus ;** whereas, we have the testi- 
mony of Cssar himself to the fact, that even the 

'^ Livy says, that at the battle of CannsB there were Gauls who 
fought naked from the waist upwards (xxii. 46) ; and Poiybius 
tells us, that some Belgic Gauls fousbt entirely naked, but it was 
ouly on the day of battle thai they thus stripped themselves. Lib. 
ii. c. 6. 
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east civiliced, " ihose within ttie country," went dad 

n skins; whilst the BOUthem or Belgic Britons were 
like the Gsuls, and therefore not only completely but 
aplendidly attired, as may be proved from various un- 
qiiestioDiible authorities. 

Of the several kinds of cloth manufactured in Gaul, 

me, according lo Pliny" and DJodonls Sicutus '*, 
was composed of fine wool, dyed of several different 
colours, which being' spun into yarn, was woven 
either in stripes or in chequers, and of this the Gauls 
and Britons made their lig;hter or summer ^rments. 
Here we have the undoubted origin of the Scotch 
plaid or tartan, which is called " the garb of old 
Gaul'' to this day; and indeed, with the exception 
of the plumed honnet and the tasselled sporan or 
purse, a Highland chief in bis full costume, with 
lunic, plaid, dirk, and larget, affords as good an 
1 of the appearance of an ancient Briton 
of distinction as can well be imagined. 

Diudorus, describing the Belgic Gauls, says, they 

vore dyeil tunics, betlowered with all manner of 
colours fjfiniiiTt /JmrroTc \p^fiaai irayToSaicoT'; ^iriyBia- 
fiiyoit). With these ihey wore close trousers, which 
ihey called bracte"; these trousers, an article of 
apparel by which all barbaric uatlons seem lo have 
been distinguished from the Romans, being made by 
the Gauls and Britons of their chequered cloth, called 
breach and brycan, and by the Irish, breacan ". Over 

" Hist. NbI. lib. liii. c. 48. ■' UK v. c. 30. 

■• Ibid. 



" Like Iha old bnccliffi 

" Breac, in CelUc, Mgnifii! 

, indeed, puty-cu loured. 

called brgch hjr (ha BHloni 

traut, rrom ils >[m;klrd skjii. 

' K Chritlmi 



sFm needy Brilon.'' Epig. xi. 
anything ipecklei), spoiled, stiHped, 
The brindled at wis, Ihererore, 
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the tunic both the Gauls and the Britons wore the 
sagum, a short cloak so called by the Romans, from 
the Celtic word saic, which, according to Varro, sig 
nified a skin or hide ; such having been the materials 
which the inventioa of cloth had superseded. The 
British 9agum was of one uniform colour, generally 
either blue or black*'. The predominating colour 
io the chequered tunic and brac€B was red. The hair 
was turned back upon the crown of the head, and fell 
down in long and bushy curls behind *^. If covered 
at all, it was by the cappan or cap, from the British 
cab, a hut, which it resembled in its conical shape; 
the houses of the Britons being made with wattles 
stuck in the ground, and fastened together at top. 
*' It is somewhat singular," remarks the learned author 
to whose indefatigable research we are indebted for 
the first general collection of ancient British authori- 
ties, " that the form of this ancient pointed cap is to 
this day exhibited in what the Welsh children call the 
cappan cymicyll, the horn-like cap, made of rushes 
tied at top, and twisted into a band at bottom *'.*' 

Men of rank amongst the Gauls and Britons, ac- 
cording to Csesar and Diodorus, shaved the chin, but 
wore immense tangled mustaches. Strabo describes 
those of the inhabitants of Cornwall and the Scilly 
Isles as hanging down upon their breasts like wings. 
These latter people, he says, wore long black gar- 
ments like tunics, and carried staves in their hands, 
so that, when walking, they looked like furies in a 
tragedy, though really a quiet and inoffensive 
people". 

words, signifies '' in ;" so that breachan or bryckan is literally ''in 
•pots," or '' in chequers :" an is also used in Gaelic as a dimiou^ 
tive ; and breachan might, therefore, signify *< litth spots,** 
•* unaU chequers," or " narrow stripes." 

^ Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. c. 33. 

'V Ibid. lib. V. ; and Caesar De Bell. Gal. lib. v. 

-* Meyrick, Costume of the Orig. Inhab. ul supra. 

•• Lib. iii. 
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The ornaments of the Britons, like those of th« 
Gauls, consisted of rings, bracelets, armlets, a collar 
or necklace of twisted wires of gold or silver, called 
torch or dorch in British, and pe,culiarly a symbol of 
rank and command. The ancient Lord of Yale was 
called Llewellyn am Dorchog, or Llewellyn with the 
Torques. The one here represented is of brass, and 
was found on the Quantoc Hills. So fond, indeed, 
were the Britons of ornaments of this kind, that 
those who could not procure them of the precious 
metals wore torques of iron, ** of which they were 
not a little vain**.** The ring, according to Pliny, 
was worn on the middle finger '^ 




Ornaments and patterns of the ancient BritooB. 
PifT. a, a toruue of braiis found on the Quantoc Hills, and eni^raTed in the 
Archmologia, voL xiv. ; 6, an ornament of brass; c, a bracelet ; <f, lu 
annalar ornament of bfonse for fastening the mantle, Arcb8Bologift« 
vol. xxii. pi. 25, but therein called a bracelet; e. a piece of Britiak 
earthenware, Areteologia, vol. xxi. Appendix. 



* Herodiaot lib. iii. c. 47 



" H^at Nat. lib. xxxiii. c. 6. 
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THE DRB88 OF THE BRITISH FEMALES 

may be ascertained from Dion Cassius's account of 
the appearance of Boadicea, Queen of the Iceni Her 
light hair fell down her shoulders. She wore a torque 
of gold, a tunic of several colours, all in folds, and 
over it, fastened by 2l fibula or brooch, a robe of 
coarse stuff'*. 

THE COMMONALTY 

and the less civilized tribes that inhabited the interior, 
as we have already stated on the authority of Cssar, 
went simply clad in skins *". The hide of the brindled 
or spotted ox was generally preferred, but some wore 
tue ysgyn^ which was the name for the skin of any 
wild beast, but more particularly the bear; while 
others assumed the sheepskin cloak, according as 
they were herdsmen, hunters, or shepherds **. That, 
in the absence of more valuable fastenings, the cloak 
was secured, as amongst the ancient Germans, by a 
thorn, we have tolerable evidence in the fact of this 
primitive brooch being still used in Wales. 

There remains another class to be considered — 

THE PRIESTHOOD. 

It was divided into three orders. The Druids, the 
Bards, and the Ovates. The dress of the druidical 
or sacerdotal order was white, the emblem of holiness 
and peculiarly of truth. The Welsh bard Taliesin 
calls it *' the proud white garment which separated 
the elders from the youth **. 

The bards wore a one-coloured robe of sky-blue, 
being emblematical of peace ; thus another bard '', in 

** Xiphilin. Abridg. of Dion Cassius. 

• De Bell. Gal. lib. v. c. 10. «* Meyrick, Orig. Inhab. 

** Qwen*s Elegies of Llywarch HSa. 

** Cynddelw. Owen*8 Elegies of Llywarch HSa 
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his Ode on the death of Cudwallon, cM 
" wearers of long blue robes." 

The ovate or Onydd. proresRing ulroiiomy, medi 
ciue, &c. wore green, the sjmbol of learning, &s 
being the colour of the clothing of naliire. Taliesin 
makes an ovate say, " with mj robe of bright green, 
pOEsessiug a place in the assembly ''." The disciples 
of the orders wore variegated dresses of the three 
colours, blue, green, and white " 

The arch-driiid or high-priest wore an oaken gar 
lend, surmounted sometimes by a tiara of gold. A 
bas-retief, found at Autun, represents two Druids in 
long tunics and mantles ; one crowned with an oaben 



f Mic. Dimbych. Owen'i Elegi 
** Of blue, green, ind red. A 
ft griduBte, ii cailed bj Ibe buds 
•nd gwen," Meyrick, Orig, h 
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gttrUnd, and bearii^ a. sct^tre ; the utber with a 
crescent in bis bond, one of the sacred symbols. 
Hiey are both engraved below, with a crescent of 
gold, a druidical hook for tearing down the mistletoe, 
and three other articles, supposed dniidical, all of 
gold, and found in various parts of Ireland ", 

Hie mantle ofone of the Druids, it will be observed, 
is fastened on the ahoulders by a portion of it being 
drano through a ring, and instances of this fiishioa 
are met withfrequenity inAng-lo-Saxon illuminations. 
We believe it has never occurred to any previous 
writer on this subject, that the annular ornHmenls 
resembling bracelets (vide fig. d), so constantly dis- 
covered both here and on the Continent, and pre- 
sumed to be merely votive, from the circumstance of 
their being too sm^l to wear on the arm or the wrist, 
may have been used in this manner us a sort of 
brooch by the Gaulish and Teutonic tribes. 







"CoUecUEieada Rcbui Hibemici>,i 
Hejrick*! Orig. Inhib. pusim; Siag 
Tbe canba ocnameiilisiiippoMd lo I 

■ad IIM to tbe rq;hl ■ golden coUir or breul-plilc. The vrealbed 
md olgM, with a book it eaeb cod, u prabiblf ■ >mill torqu* 



oLif.j ArcheoIo(i»,Yol.iT.; 
'i Muni men ta Anliqus, &c. 
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ROMAN-BRITISH PERIOU, A, D. 78— 100. 

JuUuB Agricola, bein^; appoinleil to the comm&nd 
in Britain a. d. 78, succeeded in perfectly eslablishing 
the Roman dominion, and introducing ihe Roman 
manners and language ; and, before the dof-e of 
the lirst century, the ancient British habit began lo 
be disesteemed by the chiefs, and regarded as a 
badge of barbarism. " The sons of the British chief- 
tains,"' says Tacitos, "began to affect our dress"." 
The bracciE were abandoned by the soutliern and 
eastern Britons, and the Roman (unic, reaching to 
the knee, with the cloak or mantle, still however 
called the sagum, became the general habit of the 
belter claeses. 

Tlie change in the female garb was little, if any ; 
as it had originally been similar to that of the Roman 
women. The coins of Carausius and (he columns of 
Trajan and Antonine exhibit the Celtic females in 
two tunics; the lower one reaching to the ancles, 
and the upper about haif-way down the thigh, with 
loose sleeves, eitending only to the elbows, like those 
of the German women described by Taciiua ". This 
upper garment was sometimea confined by a girdle, 
and was called in British gvm, the gunacum of Varro. 
and the origin o> our word gown". 

The hair of both sexes was cut and dressed afler 
the Roman fashion. 

In the armoury at Goodrich Court is a most inte- 
resting relic of this period. It is the metal coating 
of a shield, such as the Britons fabricated aRer they 
had been induced lo imitate the Roman fashions. 
It is modelled upon the leutum, and was called, in 
consequence, yigieyd, pronounced agooyd. It ap- 
pears iirigitially to have been gilt, a practice con- 



11 Vil. Agrk 



'> De Uari 
i, OtiB. Inh. 
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iinued for a long time by the descendants of the 
Britons, and is adorned on the umbo or boss with 
the common red cornelian of the country. *' It is 
impossible," remarks its proprietor, ** to contemplate 
the artistic portions without feeling convinced that 
there is a mixture of British ornaments with such re- 
semblances to the elegant designs on Roman work 
as would be produced by a people in a state of less 
dvilizatioQ ''." This unique specimen was found, 
with several broken swords and spear-heads ol 
bronze, in the bed of the river Wit ham, in Lincoln- 
shire. 




Mstft] Qoatin^ of an ancient Roman-British nhiald, found in the bed ci llM 
river Witham« and now in the Meyrick coUectioo. 

^ ArchflBcIogia, vol. xziii. 
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CHiPTER II. 



ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD^ A.D. 450— 1W«. 




Ang^lO'Saxon weapons and orDameots. 

Fig. a, a dairtrer ; b, a sword ; c, the head of a spear ; tf, a spar, from 
Stmtt's Horda Anf^el Cynan ; 0, the iron boss of a shield from a bar< 
row in Lincolnshire, ana now in the Meyrick collection ; /, a row of 
amber beads found in a tutnulas on CbatKam Lines. 

For upwards of three centuries Britain was the seat 
of Roman civilization and luxury. The Saxons made 
descents upon it at the close of the fourth century, 
and were repulsed by Theodosius and the natives. 
Abandoned by its conquerors and instructors, divided 
into numberless petty soverei^ties, harassed by 
barbarians from without, and ravaged by a frightful 
pestilence within, the handful of strangers who 
landed by accident or invitation in 449, became first 
the subsidiaries of its principal chiefs, and ultimately 
masters of the £^reater part of the island. In seven 
years from their arrival at Ebbsfleet in the Isle of 
Thanet, the province of Caniium liecame the Saxon 
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kingdom of Kent, under one of the leaders of that 
wandering band; and Anuerin, a Welsh bard who 
flourished early in the sixth century, and fought in 
person against the invaders, gives us the following 
account of the 

MILITA'RY HABITS OF THE PAOAN SAXONS, 

in his famous poem called the Gododin, which 
procured for him amongst his countrymen the title 
of '* King of the Bards." There were present at the 
battle of Cattraeth *' three hundred warriors arrayed 
in gilded armour, three loricated bands with three 
commanders wearing golden torques. " They were 
armed with '* daggers," ^' white sheathed piercers," 
and *' wore four-pointed (square) helmets/' Some 
of them carried spears and shields, the latter being 
made of split wood. Their leader had a projecting 
shield, was harnessed in '* scaly mail,'' armed with 
" a slaughtering pike," and wore (as a mantle pro- 
bably) the skin of a beast. His long hair flowed 
down his shoulders, and was adorned, when he was 
unarmed, with a wreath of amber beads ; round his 
neck he wore a golden torques ^ The scaly mail of 
which Anuerin speaks was the well-known armour 
of the Sarmatian and Gothic tribes, from whence 
the Romans derived their lorica squamata *, Mael 
was indeed but the British word for iron. The tunic 
covered with rings, to which the word mail was after- 
wards applied by the Norman French, was literally 
called by the Saxons gehrynged hyruy ringed armour. 
The British word lluryg in like manner, or the 

' Gododin, by Anuerin, passim. 

'The Sarmatians made theirs of thin slices of horses' hoofs, 
cat in the shape of scales or feathers, and sewn in rows upon an 
under garment of coarse linen. Pausanias saw and inspected one 
of them that was preserved in the temple of Esculapiu« at Athens* 
lib. i. p. 50. 
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Koaian lorica, from nhich it was derived, was lued 
generally for defensive body armour, and it is only 
by a welcome adjective, as in this instance the word 
"scaly," that we discover the peculiar sort of armour 
alluded to. It is the want of attention to the true 
meaning of words In the original authors, and a care- 
less trust in translations, that have caused the very 
obscurily and apparent discrepancy of which writers 
on antiqiiariao suhjects so frequently complain. 

The square or foup-poinled helmet was worn as 
late as Ihe ninth century in France, by the guards of 
Lothaire and Charles the Bald, and square crowns 
arefrequentlyseeniuthf Anglo-Suion illuniiiiations'. 
Amber Leads are continually found in Saxon tumuli. 
The row eng'raved at the head of this chapter (fig^/) 
was found in a tumulus on Chatham Lines. The 
irouHmio or boss of an Ang'lo Saxon shield aboTe it 
(fig', e) was found in a burrow in Lincolnshire, and 
is now in the Meyrick collection. 

la a MS. in the Cotton collection, marked Clau- 
ditis, B. 4, we find one of the earliest specimens of 
the ringed bym, borrowed from the Phrygians, whicfi 
was formed of rings sewn flat upon a leathern tunic. 
The wearer is a royal personage, crowned and armed 
with the long, broad, straiirht iron sword, found in 
Saxon tumuli, and the projecting or convex ^ield. 
He is attended by a page or soldier, in a plain tunic 
with sleeves, and a ca]i cnmplcieiy Phrygian in form. 
bearing also a shield of the same fashion as his sove- 
reign, who is in fact intended to represent no less a 
person than Abraham lighting against the five kings 
to rescue his brother Lot, and who wears a crown as 
an emblem of superiority and chief command (vide 
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figs, a and 6, page 28). To the invariable practioep 
however, of the early illuminators, of pourtraying 
every personage habited according to the fashion of 
the artists' own time, we are deeply indebted. Had 
they indulged their fancy in the invention of cos- 
tumes, instead of faithfully copying that which they 
daily saw, 'our task would have been almost imprac- 
ticable ; for it is seldom, if ever, that the most minute 
description can convey to the mind an object as suc- 
cessfully as the rudest drawing, and the impression 
received by the eye is as lasting as it is vivid. 

As. we are now entering upon the period when il- 
luminated MSS. become our principal guides, it is 
necessary to notice an error into which Mr. Strutt 
has fallen, and consequently led those who have im- 
plicitly confided in him. We allude to his own belief 
in the dates affixed to the MSS. in the printed cata- 
logues at the British Museum. Where the MS. is 
itself without date, or firom its subject does not admit 
of allusions to persons or events cotemporary with its 
execution, there is much difficulty in ascertaining its 
age, with any thing approaching to precision, in these 
early times, when there are no monumental effigies 
by which we can put its illuminations to the test of 
comparison. 

The MS. just quoted, containing the figure of 
Abraham, is stated by Strutt to be of the eighth cen- 
tury ; and another, marked Junius XI., in ihe Bod- 
leian Museum at Oxford, from which he has taken 
the third figure in his fifth plate in the work on 
' Habits and Dresses,' is also said to be of the same 
period. The latter is now generally acknowledged 
to be as late as the close of the tenth, perhaps the 
commencement of the eleventh century, and the 
former is certainly not much its senior. Again, the 
very first figure of his first plate, subscribed ' Rustics 
of the Eighth Century,' is taken, according to his 
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own relereuce, from a Harleian MS, marked G 
which in Ihat very reference is said to be of the tenth 
century: &nd two warriors are afterwards gnveii 
from it iu their true chronolt^ical onler. The MS. 
IB, we should say, even later than that The hite- 
sbaped shield and Uie gon^iion occur in it ; and in 
the last illuminalion in the volume is a figure of 
Goliath, armed precisely like the warriors in the 
BayeuK tapestry *. These circumstances, with other 
internal evidence, would induce iis to date it about 
the reign of Harold II., and an illumination, represent- 
inf; Harold crowned and enthroned, is engraver! in 
MoQtfaucon's ' Monarchic FrBni;alse,| the style of 
which perfectly corresponds with that of the minia- 
tures in the Harleian MS. 

The earh est illuminated Saxon MSS, in the British 
Museum, on the dates of which we can depend, are, 
a splendid copy of the Gospels, written by Eadfrid, 
Bishop of Durham, and illuminated by Ethelwold 
his successor, about the year 120, and a book of 
{P'ants by King Edipir to the Abbey of Winchester, 
written in letters of gold, *. o. 966. The first of 
these contains reprewntatiiins ul' the fuor Evangelists, 
copied, it is probable, from some of the paintings 
bronght over by ihe early missionaries, and affording 
us therefore no information on the subject of AnglO' 
Saxon costume. The lutter is embellished with a 
figure of the monarch (vide fig. a in the following 
engraving), and presents us therefore with the regal, 
and we may add, noble costume of the first half of 
the tenth century. For ihe remainder of the ADglo- 
Saxon era we have authorities enough ; but we have 
digressed, and must return. 

Some change must have taken place in the ap- 
piirel of the Anglo-Snions after Iheii 
( hrislianity at the beginning of the se 
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for at a council held at the close of the eighth, it 
was said, ** you put on your garments in the man- 
ner of pagans whom your fathers expelled from 
the world ; an astonishing thing that you imitate 
those whose life you always hated^" * The acknow- 
ledgment, however, of this return to their ancient 
habits authorizes us to consider Anuerin's description 
as applicable to their dress in the eighth as in the sixth 
century ; and indeed, from an inspection of nume- 
rous Anglo-Saxon MSS. illuminated during the tenth 
century, and the testimony of various writers of the 
sixth, we are led to conclude that little alteration in 
dress took place amongst the new masters of Britain 
for nearly four hundred years. And, strange as this 
may seem, we have strong collateral evidence in sup- 
port of this belief in the unvarying costume of the 
Franks during nearly as long a period'. Of the 
same oriental origin, they seem to have adhered to 
their national dress with the same oriental tenacity ; 
and though they may not, like the Persians, have 
handed down the identical clothes from father to son 
as long as they could hang together, the form of their 
garments appears to have been rigidly preserved and 
file material unaltered. 
The general 

CIVIL COSTUME OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS, FROM THE 
EIGHTH TO THE TENTH CENTtJRY, 

consisted then of a linen shirt ^ a tunic of linen or 
woollen, according to the season, descending to the 

* Ck>DciL Calchut; Spelmaiv, Concil. p. 300. 

* Vide Montfaucon's Monarchie Fran^aise. The Pranicish drets 
was, as nearly as possible, the Auglo-Saxon ; and Eginhart's ela- 
borate description of CharlemagDe's is a roost valuable authority 
for the costume of this period. 

' Charlemagne's shirt is expressly said to have been of linen, 
" Cammissium lineam." Eginhartu^ de Vita Caroli Magni. 




knee, and having loog close sleeves, but which set in 
wrinkles or rather rolls from the elbow to the mist*. 
It was made like the shirt, and open at (he neck tc 



at the sides, and confined by a belt or girdle round 
the waist. Its Saxon name was roc or rooc, and it 
was either plain or ornamented round the collar. 
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wrists, and borders, according to the rank of the 
wearer *. Over this was worn a short cloak (meniU) 
like the Roman pallium or Graulish sagum, fastened 
sometimes on the breast, sometimes on one or both 
shoulders with brooches or fibulae. It appears that 
when once &stened it might be removed or assumed 
by merdy slipping the head through ; as in an illu- 
mination of the tenth century representing David 
fighting with a lion, he is supposed to have thrown 
his mantle on the ground, and it is seen lying still 
buckled in the form represented in our engraving, 
page 33. 

Drawers reaching half way down the thigh, and 
stockings meeting them, occur in most Saxon illumina- 
tions, and are alluded to by writers under the names 
of brech and hose^^, Scin hose and leather hose are 
also mentioned, and may mean a species of buskin 
or short boot now and then met with, or literally 
leathern stockings. 

Over these stockings they wore bands of cloth, 
linen, or leather, commencing at the ancle and ter- 
minating a little below the knee either in close rolls 
like the hay-bands of a modern ostler, or crossing 
each other sandal-wise, as they are worn to this day 
by the people of the Abruzzi and the Apennines, 
and in some parts of Russia and Spain. They are 
called in Saxon tcanc-beorgi literally shank or leg- 

* CharleDiAgne's was bordered with silk, '* Tdnicam quae limbo 
aerico ambiebatur." G^io art. Paulus Diaconus, describing the 
dress of the Lombards, says, their vestments were loose and flow- 
ing, and consisted, like those of the Anglo-Saxons, chiefly of 
lineo, ornamented with broad borders, woven or embroidered with 
various colours. De Gestis Longobardorum, lib. iv. c. 23 

^* The femoralia or drawers of Charlemagne were of linen. Egin- 
hart. The monk of St. Gall speaks of iibialia vel cojpaita 
(stockings or drawers) of linen of one colour, but ornamented 
with precious workmanship, lib. i. c. 36. By the following note, 
we aoall perceive he meant long drawers, or hose and drawers in 
1^ like the Gaulish brace. 
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{Tuard, and latinized fdtciola tninan. In the 
ancient canons the monks are commanded to 
wear them of linen, to distinguish them from the 
laity, who wore woollen". Those of fig. 6, in the 
last en^avinir, are of gvid in the original. 

In some illuminations a sort of half-stocking or 
Hock, moat likely the Saxon mcca. la worn over the 
hose instead of the bandages. It is generally bor- 
dered at the top, and reminds one of the Scotch 
stacking, which probably, from the red cross (bartering 
imitated upon it, is a relie of the ancient Saion or 
Danish dress. 

The Saxon shoe {sceo or nook) is generally painted 
black, with an opening down the instep, and secured 
by a thong ". Labourers are generally represented 
barelegged, but seldom barefooted". 

The above articles composed the dress of all classes 
from the monarch to the hind. The bretwald or 
king, the ealderman, and the thegn were distin- 
guished by the ornaments and richness, not the form, 
of their upparel; except perhaps upon stale occasions, 
when the nobler classes wore the tunic longer and the 
mantle more ample : but the same arliclea of dress 
appear to have been common to An»lo-Saxons of all 
conditions, 
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V. Towards the teuth ceutury the national dress cer* 
tainly became more magnificent; silk, which was 
known as early as the eighth century, but from its 
cost must have been exce^ngly rare, was afterwards 
much worn by the higher classes. Bede mentions 
silken palls of incomparable workmanship ^\ and his 
own remains were enclosed in silk, as were also those 
of Dunstan and other distinguished personages ^^. 
Adhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, who wrote in the 
seventh century, speaks of ^* the admirable art" exhi- 
bited in the weaving and embroidery of the English 
females even at that early period ^*, and that reputa- 
tion increased to such a degree as to cause the name 
of Anglicum opus to be given on the Continent 
to all rare work of that description ^^. A variety of 
colours appears to have been much admired. Red, 
blue, and green are mo^ common in the illumina- 
tions. The hose are generally red or blue. 

Their ornaments consisted of gold and silver 
chains and crosses, bracelets of gold, silver, or ivory, 
golden and jewelled belts» strings of amber or other 
beads, rings, brooches, buckles,&c. elaborately wrought. 
The metal articles were sometimes beautifully ena- 
melled ^^ ; A jewel of gold, enamelled. like a bulla 
or amulet, to hang round the neck, circumscribed 
" iBlfred me haet.gewercan'' (Alfred ordered me to 
be made), was found in the Isle of Athelney, whither 
that monarch retired on the invasion of Godrun. It 
is now in the Ashmolean Museum, and is engraved 

^^ Bede, p. 297. ^* Anglia Sacra, vol. ii. >* De Virginitate. 

*' Guli. Pictavensis, p. 211 ; Oesta Gulielmi Duels, apud 
DncheBe. 

^* ** Charlemagne on state occasions wore a jewelled diadem ; a 
tunic interwoven with gold ; a mantle fastened with a brooch of 
gold ; hb shoes were adorned with gems ; his belt was of gold 
or silver ; and the hilt of his sword composed of gold and precious 
stones.** Eginhart. Vide also Adhelm, William of Malmsbury, 
Dugdale, H idles, &c. for notices of Saxon jewelry and oTn&me«t&, 



here (froni ■ print in the p)o«3esBion of Sir Henry 

Ellis) No doubt is entertained of its autheDticity. 




Thftt most nidely diifused perhajis of all t: 
cuittoms — the pmctice of tatooing or puncturing the 
skin, declared by the oldest historian eitanl lo have 
exiBtpd amongst the Scythians and Thraciana. and 
still at tills day considered a badge of courage or 
nobility amongst the savagea of the South Pacific, 
nas not unknown to or unadmired by the Saxons. 
Whether it was a national one originally, or adopted 
in imitation of the Britons, we have no mode of 
ftwertaining ; but that they practised it in the eighth 
century is proved by a law having been passed against 
it, *. o. 785 '•. Yet as late as the Norman Conquest 
we find included in the list of prevalfiDg English 
vices that of puncturing designs upon the skin", by 
which it appears that fashion was as usual too strong 
for the legislature. 

" Wilkino'i CsDcilii, torn. i. 
** Malnubury, Dt Oeuii Regun Anglke, li 
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Long hair was the distinguishing characteristic of 
the Teutonic tribes *^ It was a mark of the highest 
rank amongst the Franks, none of whom, but the 
first nobility and princes of the blood, were permitted 
to wear it in flowing ringlets '^ an express law com- 
manding the people to cut their hair close round the 
middle of the forehead*". The beard was also held 
by them in the greatest reverence, and to touch it 
stood in lieu of a solemn oath*^. Amongst the 
Anglo-Saxons the law made no invidious distinctions ; 
but the clergy preached for centuries against the sin- 
fulness of long hair, which seems most perversely 
to have grown the faster for the prohibition. In the 
illuminations it appears not ungracefully worn, being 
parted on the forehead, and suffered to fall naturally 
down the shoulders : the beard is ample, and gene- 
rally forked, and the character of the face immediately 
designates the age wherein the early portraits of 
Christ, which have been reverently copied to the pre- 
sent day, were originally fabricated**. 

It is a curious circumstance that the hair and beard 
in the majority of Anglo-Saxon MSS. are painted 
blue In representations of old men this might be 
considered only to indicate grey hair ; but even the 
flowing locks of Eve are painted blue in one MS. 
and the heads of youth and age exhibit the same 
cerulean tint. Strutt says, " I have no doubt in my 
own mind that arts of some kind were practised at 

■* Tacitus, De Morib. Germ. 

*" Agathias, lib. i.; Gregory of Tours, lib. vi. 
- ** Ad frontem mediam circumtonsos. Jus Capillitii. 

** Almoin, lib. i. cap. 4. 

** The Anglo-Saxoo dress, both male and female, has indeed 
been handed down to us by the painters of scriptural subjects, 
who took of course for their models the effigies of the Apostles 
and Saints as designed by the monks in the early ages of Christi- 
anity. Compare for instance the usual representations of tlvt 
Virgin Mary, with the female figures, page 34, or any others ia 
iIm SazoQ or e<ri)r Norman MSS. 



this penod to adom the hair, bul whether it wu 
done by tinging or dyeing It with liquids prepared for 
that purpose, uccordiug to ttie aiii:ient eastero custom, 
or by piiwders of difterent hues cast into it, agree- 
able to the modern practice, I shall not presume to de- 
termine "." We may add, that, if it Wtre a fashion, 
we trust there is no chanee of it« revival, though we 
will not afiirm that u generation whose fathers still 
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wear powder are justified in condemning in their 
remoter ancestors the use of powder-blue. 

THE MILITARY HABIT 

differed m no very great degree from the civil, in th« 
earlier Anglo-Saxon times. 

The Saxons were all soldiers, as their successors 
the Danes were all sailors. The addition of a sword 
or a spear, a shield, and sometimes, but not invaria- 
bly, a helmet, was only wanting to make them as 
ready for the firay as for the feast. We should rather 
say the shield only had to be assumed, for the spear 
or the sword was the usual companion of a peaceful 
walk, and to go unarmed was enjoined in the ancient 
canons as a severe penance '*. The short linen tunk 
was preferred to all other vestments, as the one in 
which they could most freely wield their weapons^, 
and the only addition to it appears to have been a 
border of metal to the collar, which acted as a pec- 
toral, and is most probably alluded to under the name 
ofbroest-4>eden or broest-beorg, breast-defence or breast 
guard. 

But though this remained, during the whole Anglo- 
Saxon era, their general habit in war as well as in 
peace, they were not unacquainted with defensive 
body armour, as we have already proved on the 
evidence of Anuerin; and the enigma of Adhelm, 
bishop of Sherborne, who died in 709, proves that 
as early as the eighth century they were familiar 
with the byrnCf or tunic of rings, derived from the 
Phrygians, and latinized indiscriminately with other 
armour lorica, 

'* I was produced,*' runs the enigma, " in the cold 
bowels of the dewy eaHh, and not made from the 

" Canones dati sub Edgaro. 

** Alcuinus, lib. de Offic. Divin. Alcuin wrote in the eighth 
century. 
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rongh fleeces of wool ; no woofs drew me, nor at 

my birth did the tremulous threads resound; the 
yellow down of silkworms formed me iiol ; 1 passed 
uot through the shuttle, neither was 1 strieken with 
llie wool-comb ; yet, strange to say, in common 
discnurse I am called a garment: I lear not the 
darts taken from the long: quivers"." 

The ringed byrne is not, however, of frequent 
appearance in the Anglo-Saxon illuminations, but 
in the poems of the tenth century we hear of ■ the 
shining iron rings," the " battle-mail by hard hands 
well locked." the "mailed host of weoponed men,'' 
and "the grey vestments of war,'' It is probable, 
therefore, that it did not become general till the con- 
tinual descents of the heavily-armed Danes compelled 
the Saxons to assume defences equal to those of their 



Coverings for the head are exceedingly rare in 
paintings representing peaceful occupaliims, btit la 
battles we perceive the Phrygian-shaped cap before- 
mentioned apparently made of leather, and sometimes 
bound and bordered with metal. The " leather 
helme" is continually mentioned by Saxon writers, 
as is also thefelkti hset, thefeltorwoollen hat, which 
is the same sort of cap made of thiise materials ; as 
the term camb on kielle, or camb on kflme, is clearly 
explained by the serrated outline occasionally forming 
the comb or cre^t of these Flirygian-looking head- 
pieces'°. A cup or helmet, completely conical and 
without ornament, occurs in some MSS. ami appears 
from its shajte the immediate predecessor of the nasal 
helmet of the eleventh century. 

The Anglo-Saxon shields were oval aiid codvfk, 

" Aid helm i iGnigm alum, headed " De Lonta." US. Royal. 
■narkedlli, A. 16. 

" Hall iiigbif.es merely a covering lot the heail, and indioalei 

■ ! are likely lo 
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with a peculiarly-shaped iron umbo or boss. They 
were ^It or painted in circles, but the ground was 
generally white, and they were held at arm's length 
in action Hke those of the Britons. Some of them 
were large enough to cover nearly the whole figure, 
but we not only see, but also read of ** little shields " 
and *' lesser shields," as well as of **the targan" or 
target'^ The body of the shield was made of leather, 
and the rim as well as the boss was of iron, either 
punted or gilt. 

Their weapons were all formed of iron, and con- 
sisted of long broad swords double-edged, daggers, 
javelins, and long spears, some of which were barbed 
and others broad and leaf-shaped. They had also 
axes with long handles which they called bills, and 
which continued in use almost to our time, and the 
double-axe or bipennia (twy-bill). Tradition has 
attributed to the Saxons a curved sword and dagger °*, 
called the long seas and the hand seax^ from the use 
of which it has been supposed they derived their 
name ; while, however, there is evidence of the ex- 
istence of a Scythic tribe, called Sacassani and Sax- 
ones, as early as the days of Cyrus, there is little 
reason to seek further for the origin of the national 
name '^ Our businoss is with the national weapon. 
The command of the Saxon leader previous to the 
celebrated massacre of the Britons at the festal board, 
as related by Nennius, *' Nimed cure seaxes** — *' Take 
your seaxes,** they having concealed them about their 
persons, would go far to prove them short swords or 
daggers, but for one unfortunate circumstance : there 
is no positive proof of the massacre itself 1 The vene- 
rable Bede tells us that Edwin, King of Northumbria, 

'^ Will of Rthelstan, son of Bthelred II. dated 1015. 

" A short curved sword without a hilt is placed in the hands of 
the Dacians in the combats sculptured on the Trajan column. 

** Vide Turner's Hist Ang. Saxons, vol. i. p. 1 15, where thit 
rabiect u admirably discussed. 
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narrowly escaped an tkssassin seal by Cwiuhelm, Bdn^ 
of Wessex, a, d. 625, who entered the unsuspecting 
monarch'a presence armed with a poisoned two-edged 
Hax ; and, while pretending to deliver a message 
from his Bovereign. made a blow at Edwin, who was 
off his guard and defenceless. Lilla, an attendant 
thee:n, saw the king's danger, but had no shield. With 
a nobledevotion he flung himself between the assassin 
and his intended victim, and received the neapon in 
his own body. The thrust was given with such good 
will that the »eax went through the loyal thegn, and 
slightly wounded Edwin. The assassin was cut to 
pieces by the attendants, but not before he had 
■tabbed another knight with the weapon be had 
withdrawn from the body of Lilla. The twi feed 
itax of Ihe venerable Bede has been translated " a 
dagger" by Mr. Sharon Turner, and "a sword" 
by Mr. Palgrave". It may have been eiiher, and 
must have been used for cutting as well as thrusting, 
from the expression two-edg^d ; but whether crooked 
or straight does not appear from this story. If a 
dagger, it must however have been a tolerably lung 
one to have gone through one man's body and 
wounded another. The t>aion swords, in ^1 the 
illuminations we have inspected, are long, broad, 
and straight, as we have already described them ; 
and therelbre, if a crooked weapon, the seax must 
have been abandoned before the tenth century". 

" Hbt, of Eng. sol. i. p, 63. 

" Mujor Hamillan Smith, In his Ancient Costume ot En|1tnd, 
print> it as a campoiind " k-ilt," and calls U s biKle-iie ; anil 
Sir S. Meyrick derites it tiom >«>, which in lliB low Saxon dit' 
led still iignilie!! n uyllm. Ct-'oifme Orig. Inlisb. p. 50.) Ii . 
itnot improbable lliat it wu ihal priraitive weapon. Of it>l^igh[■ 
^ul service in bittlelhe gallan' l>ntia-(aled Poles hive lately givea 
■heir oppcesson a terrible proof. A itatT so headed, with curted 
Jaleril blides, is engraved oo ihe opposite otgr, from a Hurleian 
Ma. of (he ele.eritli cent.jrj. marked 603. 
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Robert Wace. the Norman poet, of whom more 
hereafler, meotions the gisarme as an exceedingly 
destructive weapon used by the Saxona at the battle 
of IlaatingB ; but by the gisanne he evidently means 
the byl, to which he gives a Norman name. 

Spurs appear in the Saxon illuminations. They 
have no rowels, but a simple point like a goad, and 
were therefore called pryck spurs, and the goad itself 
the gpur tpeare (vide tig. d, p. 16). They were 
fastened with leathers, nearly aa at present. 
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Ik* BrwUnka*! 



of all ranks wore long loose germenia reachiiig 
to the ground, difitiDguished in various documents 
by the names or the tunic, the gunna or gown, the 
eyrlle or kirtle, and the mantle. The first and last 
articles describe themselves ; but the terms gown 
and kirtle have caused much disputation from the 
capricious application of them to different parts of 
drass. The British gown, latinized gatinacvm b; 
Varro, we have already seen was a short tunic with 
deeves reaching only to the elbows, and worn over 
the long tunic. And that the Saxon gunna was 
sometimes short, we have the authority of a Bishop 
of Winchester, who sends as a present " b short 
l^nna sewed In our manner"." Now there is also 
** 16 Mag. Bib. p. 62. A towv u alio meDtioiied mada oi 
•tUr*! thin, which (howi '.t toh»« bctn in aileriDr (irment, p. SS. 
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authority sufficient to prove that a similar descrip- 
tion of vestment was called a kirtle*^. No short 
tunics are, however, visible in Saxon illuminations, 
and we must therefore presume the gunna or gown 
generally means the long full robe, with loose sleeves, 
worn over the tunic ; and the kirtle, an mner garment, 
at this period, as we find it mentioned in the will 
of Wynficeda among ^* other linen web," and in one 
place described as white. The sleeves of the tunic, 
reaching in close rolls to the wrist, like those of the 
men, are generally confined there by a bracelet, or 
terminate with a rich border, and the mantle hangs 
down before and behind, covering the whole figure, 
except when looped up by the lifted arms, when it 
forms a point or festoon in front like the ancient 
chasuble of the priesthood'". The head-dress of all 
classes is a veil or long piece of linen or silk wrapped 
round the head and neck. This part of their attire 
is exceedingly unbecoming in the illuminations, in a 
great measure probably from want of skill in the 
artist ; for no doubt it was capable of as graceful an 
arrangement as the Spanish mantilla. The Saxon 
name for it appears to have been heafodes rcegel 
(head*rail), or wceflesy derived from the verb wcefani 
to cover ; but this head-gear was seldom worn except 
when abroad, as the hair itself was cherished and or- 
namented with as much attention as in modern times 
Hie wife described by Adhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, 

*^ The very name implies a short garment In the Icelandic 
sonf of Thrym we have the line '' a maiden kirtle huof to his 
knees.*^ la the MS. copy of Pierce Ploughman's Creed (Har« 
leian, 2376), the priests are said to have *' cut their cotes and 
made them into curtelis" (the printed edition reads courte piet) ; 
and in a romance called the Chevalier Assigne (MS. Cotton. 
Caligvla, ▲. 2) a child in(]^uires, « What heavy kyrt«ll is thi&wHh 
hoiM to thycke ?" and be is told it is *'*<»» httuberkt^ (i. e» cett of 
BMiil)^ vhich seldom reached even to the knee. 

■• Vide page 39. 



who wrote in ihe eighth century, is particularly it, 
Uan^d us having her twiBled locks delicatety curled 
by the iron ol' those adorning her" ; and in the 
Anglo-Saxon poem of * Judith,' the heroine is called 
"the maid of the Creator, with twisted locks'"," 
•re find it amongst the Franks and Normans platted 
in long tails it may have leen similarly worn by the 
Atigl(>^xona ; but with the exception of the tigure 
of Eve, who is represented in most illuminated MSS. 
with her hair dishevelled and hanging about her 
almost to hei knees, we have met with no lemale 
entirely divesled of her head-rail. 

Golden head-bHnds,halfcircles of gold, neck-bands, 
■nd bracelets, are continually mentioned in Anglo- 
Raxon wills and inventories. The head-band was 
sometimes wornoverl.ie veil or head-cloth. Amongst 
other female ornaments, we read of earrings, golden 
veimiculated necklaces, a neck cross and a golden 
fly beautifully ornamented with precious atonea". 

Hose or socca were most proljably worn by females 
as well as by men, but the gown or lunir invariably 
conceals them. As much of the shoes as is visible is 
generally painted black. In shape they appear simi- 
lar to those of the men. 

Gloves do not appear lo have been worn by either 
sex before the eleventh century". In some instances 
tlie loose sleeves of the gown supply their place by 
being brought over the hand ; in others the mantle is 
made to answer the same purpose ; but one of the 



• At tho cluse of the leinh, or beginning of 

to Elhelred II. by a Bociely of German mcrchan 
tion «r Ibeir Irade. Legn Bihe]rcd>, apud Bn>ni: 
with great praprieiy by Mr. SiciiUia proof oFthoi 
Dreu ind Hibite, vol. i. p. 49. 
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female figures copiei) for the heading or this section 
has something very like a glove upon the left hand. 
It has a thumb but no separate fingers, and is painted 
blue in the minlalure, which is of the close of the 
tenth century : a curious pair of similar mufflers, for 
we can scarcely call them by any other name, occurs 
in a MS. about a century later. Vide page 63 ". 

Cloth, silk, and linen were of course the principal 
materials of which their dresses were made ; and red, 
blue, and green seem to have been the prevailing 
colours with both seses. Very little white is observed 
in female apparel. The head-dress is always co- 
loured. Indications of embroidery are visible in 
some illuminations. The patterns are generally 
rings, flowers, aud sprigs. The standing figure in 
page 34 represents Etheldrytha, a princess of East- 
Anglia, and is copied from the Duke of Devonshire's 
splendid Benedictional of the tenth century. The 
dress is sumptuous, consisting of aa embroidered 
scarlet mantle over a tunic or gown of gold tissue, 
or cloth of gold. The veil and shoes are also of the 
latter costly material, and yet she is represented as a 
sainted abbess. 1'he conventual dress indeed of the 
Anglo-Saxon era liffered in nowise from the general 
female habit, and Bishop Adhelm intimates that the 
dress of royal Anglo-Saxon nuns in his time was 
frequently gorgeous. 
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were alau tindistinguishabk from the laity extsept 
by the tonsure", or when actually officiating at the 
ahar ; and their IncliDaiion to the pomps and vanities 
of the world is obvious from (he order promulgated 
in 783, forbidding them to wear the tinctured colours 
of India, or precious garments" ; and Boniface, the 
ADgli>-Saxon missionary, in his letter to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, inveighs agaiost the luxuries 
of dress, and declares those garments that are 
adorned with very broad studs and images of worms 
announce the coming of Anti-Christ*'. 

In the sam« spirit, at the Council of Cloveshoe, 
the nuns were exhorted to pass ilieir time rather in 
reading books und singing hymns than in wearing 
and working garments of empty pride in diversified 
colours". The official ecclesiastical habits will be 
best understood by a gknce at the engravings. The 
mitre it wiU be perceived formed as yet no part of 
tbe epiBcopal costume. Its 6rst appearance in the 
Latin church was about the middle of the eleventh 
century ", 

** And [his lh«y indeaFaured to hide by lelling the hair grow 
u as lo fall Dier it, nDlvtithaianding theii tbuudeis Hgainat the 
laltf ; for an article inlerd ic ling the practice appian In Jobason'B 
CanoDi sub anoo 960, c. 47. Beards were forhiddeo only to 
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The preceding figures are those of St. Dunstan, 
the famous or infamous Benedictine, in the habit 
of his order, from a drawing said to be by his own 
hand ; and Abbot Elfnoth (who died a. d. 980), 
presenting his book of prayers to St. Augustin, the 
founder of his monastery at Canterbury, from the 
frontispiece of the book itself, preserved in the Har* 
leiau collection of MSS., B.M. marked 2908. 

MOURNING HABILIMENTS 

are not discoverable in Anglo-Saxon illuminations. 
Representations of burials continually occur, but the 
mourners or attendants are not clothed in any parti- 
cular fashion or colour. *' Widow's garments" are 
mentioned in Saxon records, according to Strutt, but 
no account is given of their distinguishing character^*. 

49 Vide Strutt's Dreis and Habits, voL i. cap 5. 



Cmapteh III 
AttOLO-DANISH rEKIOD, A.D. 1016— I'MI 




For the coslume of the Danes, froni the time of their 
first descent upon the English coast to the establieh- 
ment of their dominion in the island by Canute the 
Great, we have but little authority on which we can 
depend', but that little enables us to ascertain, that in 
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many respecta it resembled that of their Scythiaa 
kiQdred the Anglo-Saxons. Indeed, Mr. Strut! 
sbrewdly enoug;h remarks, that the silence of the 
Anglo-Saxon writers on the subject, while they are 
particularly diffuse in the description of the dress of 
their own countrymen, is corroborative of such simi- 
larity. It would appear, however, from various pas- 
sages in the Welsh chronicles and the old Danish 
ballads, tliat tbe favourite if not the general colour of 
the ancient Danish dress was black '. Caradoc of 
Llaucarvan repeatedly calls them " the black Danes.'* 
The chronicles continually allude to them by the 
name of the ''black arnay.'' In tbe Danish ballad of 
'Chilli Dyring' he is represented as riding even to a 
bridal leaat in " black sendell '," and black, bordered 
with red, is still common amongst the norlhem pea- 
santry. Black amongst the Pagan Danes had cer- 
tainly no ftioeral associations connected with it. We 
hftve already noticed the absence of black in repre- 
sentations of Saxon burials, hut it is well known that 
the Danes never mourned for the death of even their 
nearest or dearest relations ' ; and this sombre hue 
may have been their national colour, their standard 
being a raven'. Arnold of Lubeck describes the whole 



(rairked CsliguU, A. 7), 


ODOI belong to the US., a 


d were pro- 


bibly executed about the 


time of Rufus. Mr. Ailte 


s reliquuT, 


wbich is tiiid to represent 


he murder of Theodore, Abbot of Cray- 


laa<l, bv the Danes in 890 


if, we lUongiy sutpect, 


1 the age of 


\u«tj'n. 

*The Danes being II nd 


ubLedly of ScTthic origin,] 
d fiiicT HemdoMs meutioi 


iiacurloDi 






bordering on Scylbit who 


wore no other clothing lh> 


black, and 


whom be iheieroro ciUs t 






* Silk. Dmi^h Kiriiip 





1127, and inij be called, sayt Mr. Sharon Tux 
al ibe Bailee. Hiit. Enc, vol. i. p. 30, note, 
accuuni uf Ihe ceteiiralad Bitan, worked by L'ho 



ANGLO-DANISH PERIOD. 43 

nation as originally wearing the garments of sailors^ 
as befitted men who lived by piracy and inhabited 
the sea ; but that, in process of time, they became 
wearers of scarlet, purple, and fine linen'. It is 
probable, therefore, that on their conversion to Chris- 
tianity they cast their " 'nighted colour off,'' and on 
their establishment in England endeavoured to out- 
shine the Saxons ; for we are told that " the Danes 
were effeminately gay in their dress, combed their 
hair once a day, bathed once a week, and often 
changed their attire : by these means they pleased 
the eyes of the women, and frequently seduced the 
wives and daughters of the nobility '." 

A Saxon MS. Register of Hyde Abbey, written 
during the reign of Canute, contains his portrait and 
that of his queen Alfgyfe. (Vide engraving at the 
head of this chapter.) The king is in a tunic and 
mantle, the latter ornamented with cords or ribands, 
and tassels. He wears shoes, and stockings reaching 
nearly to the knees, with embroidered tops. The 
dress is perfectly Saxon. In June, 1766, some work- 
men repairing Winchester Cathedral discovered a 
monument, wherein was contained the body of Canute. 
It was remarkably fresh, had a wreath or circlet round 
the head, and several other ornaments, such as gold 
and silver bands. On his finger was a ring, in which 
was set a remarkably fine stone ; and in one of his 
hands was a silver penny *. 

The materials of which their habits were composed 
must have been very splendid. The coronation man- 
tle of Harold Harefoot, given to the Abbey of Croy- 
land, was of silk, embroidered with flowers of gold *• 

Attterv in one noontide, and taken by Odon, Earl of Devonshire, in 
the time of Alfred. Asaerius in Vita Alfr. 

• Chap. 5, ver. 11. » John Wallingford, apud Gtle 
' Archffiologia, vol. iii. p. 890. 

• Tngulphu^ Hist. Abb. Croyl 
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The vestment which Canute presented ti 
abbey was of silk, embroidered with golden eagles 
and the ricti pal), which he ordered to be laid o 
the tomb of Edmund Ironude, was embroidered with i 
" the likeness of golden apples, and ornamented with 

Bracelets of massive gold, and some of them curl' 
oualy wrought, were worn by all persons of rank, and 
always buried with them". The Pagan Danes had, 
iadeed, a sacred ornament of this kind kept upon the 
altar of their gods, or worn round the arm of the 
priest, and by which their most solemn vows were 
made ; their common oaths being, " by the shoulder 
of their horse," or " by the edge of their sword." 
AUi^d, having gained an advantage over the Danes, 
caused them to swear by their holy bracelet, which 
they had never done before to the king ofany nation". 

Of their pride in their lon^ hair, and the care they 
took of it, we have several instances recorded. Harold 
Harfagre, i. e. Fair-locks, who derived bis name from 
the length and beauty of his hair, which is said to 
have flowed in thick ringlets to his girdle, and lo have 
been like golden or silken threads, made a vow to his 
mistress to neglect his precious curls till he had com- 
pleted the conquest of Norway for her love "; and a 
young Danish warrior, going lo be beheaded, begged 
of his executioner that his hair might not be touched 
by a slave, or stained with his blood". In the Anglo- 
Saxon poem on Beowolf, mention is made of 
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On their arrival Jn Eng^land we biil! find them atten- 
tive to these flowing locks, combing tliemonceaday j 
but & few jiears afterwards the ^hionof cropping wua 
imparted from France, as we shall see in the next 
cnapter, and the portrait of Canute seems to have 
l>een drawn after that change took place. The 
Knyghtlinga Saga descrit>es Canute's hair as profuse. 



I Has similar to that of the Anglo-Saxons of tlie tenth 
century. By the laws of Gulu, gaici to have been 
ntablisbed by Hacon the Good, who died in U63, we 
find that any pusseBSor of 600 marks, besides hit) 
dotbes, was required to furnish himself with a, red 
shield^f two boards in thickness, a spear, and an axe 
or a sword. He who was worth twelve marks, in 
uddition to the above, was ordered to procure a steel 
cap (atkl hufu) ; whilst he who was richer by eighteen 
marks was obliged lo have a double red shield, a hel- 
met, a coat of mnil (brynin), or apamar, that is to 
say a tunic of quilted linen or cloth (which hereafter 
we shall And worn by the Normans under the name 
of a gambeson), and all usual military weapons". In 
the history of this same king, who was called " Adel- 
stein's Fostra," from having been educated at the 
court of our English Athelstan. we read that the king 
put on a tunic of mail (brynio) girded round him, hia 
sword called quern-bit (i. e. millstone-biter), and set 
on his bead his -gilded helmet. He took a spear in 
bis hand, and hung his shield by his side ''. So also, 
in the description of the battle of Sticklastad, where 
King Olaf of Norway, called the Saint, was slain, 
k.D. 1030, the monarch is said to have worn a golden 

" Thotswns ViliingMoni S»g», with Reenhielm'a nolei, l3mo. 



Up*. 1680, cap. 10, p, 78. 
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lielmet, a white shield, a gulden hilted and exceed 
ingly shaqi Ewofd, and a tunic of linged mail, " hrioga 
brynio",'' the " ringed byriie" of the Sasons. The 
Danish helmet, like the Saion, had the nasal, which 
in Scandinavian is called nef-biorg ". 

The Danish shields were of two aorta, circular and 
Itmated ; the latter rising in the centre of the inner 
curve, and therefore exactly resembling the Phrygian 
or Amazonian pelta". That they were generally 
painted red we learn from the laws of Gula before 
quoted ; and Oiraldus de Barri, who was an eye- 
witness of the transactions of the Northmen in Ire- 
land in the nest century, says, " the Irish carry red 
shields in imitation of the Danes.'' Persons of dis- 



I, however, ornamented theirs very highly w 
gilding and various colours" ; and though regular 
-'Tbld. ii.352. 

■* Saga UigD. Burf, c. II. 

<*Stnjtl, HordaAngslCrnaD. The shield engraved (here \t 
from an Argla-Suon MS. nmrked Tiberius, C. 6, in Ihe Coilgn 
CDileclian. II waa not peculiar lo Ibe Daoes, bat carried, appa- 
rently, by all wbo foagbl wilh [he ballle-aae. The expretaian 
" ni<i«ay ihielda'' occurs in the Lodbroka-quida, but it may mean 
orbicular, fhal the Ecjlhiani ponued the Cimcncrians ialo Aiia 
Minor, !ii or aeven handred yean berore Chiiil, is asseiled by 
Hciodolua and SIrabo ; and the tribes thai arterwards migrated 
wilh Odin towarda the Bailie might have adapted, from their eoit- 
aaoguioei, the PhrrgUn shield aa well as Ibe Phryginn cap and 
tunic of rings. In the Royal Hiueum >1 Copenbagea Is an ancient 

appears a king on hurseback, holding a crescent-shaped shield. 
ArchaDlogia,Tol.iiiiv. 

■' Sir F. Haddea baa collected all Ibe kaawa authorities on the 
antgect in an iolereating paper in the Archsologia, vol. iiir. He 
remarks " the usual piginente wen khile and red." The whiW 
shield was the diBlJQction of ihe ancient Cimbri. Vide Plntaich 
in Mario, Vil. Max. lib. ii. c. 6. The Oolbs oF all dsHiripliaas leem 
lo haie home them originally white, and ornamented Ihem by de- 
grees wilh gold and colours. In Ihe poelical Edda Qunn- --- 
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armorial bearings are not acknowledged earlier than 
the middle of the twelfth century, fancifUl devices and 
personal insignia were used by the Romans and the 
Gauls, and crosses were gilt and painted on the wlrite 
Norwegian shields at the commencement of the 
eleventh, according to a MS. quoted by Sperlingius, 
describing an expedition of King Olaf the Saint, who 
also ordered his soldiiers to chalk a cross upon their 
helmets. In Ssemund's poetical Edda, mention is 
made of a red shield with a golden border, and the 
encomiast of Queen Emma, in describing Canute's 
armament, speaks of the glittering efiulgence of the 
shields suspended on the sides of the ships'*. 

Of the splendour sometimes exhibited in the mili* 
tiiyy accoutrements of this period, we have another 
instalice in the attempt of Earl Goodwin to appease 
the anger of HardiCanute. He presented that prince 
with a magnificent vessel, on board of which were 
eighty soldiers, armed in coats of gilded mail, their 
sUeld^ embossed with gold, and their helmets richly 
gilt. £a(^ of them had two golden bracelets on 
either arm, weighing sixteen ounces. The hilts of 
their swords were also of th^ same precious metal, 
and every man had a Danish axe on his left shoulder, 
and a spear in his right hand'°. 

The spear, the sword, the bow, and particularly the 
double-bladed axe, were their offensive weapons. 
They were famous for the use of the latter. The 
Welsh bard Grufiyd ab Merredydd speaks of 

in the sixth century). The Anglo-Saxon shields in the illumina^ 
lions are generally white, with fed or blue borders and circles 
painted on them, but we find no crosses depicted on them before 
the eleventh ceotury — a fact which bears out Sperlingius in his con- 
jecture that they were introduced (in the north at least) by St. 
Ola^ as above-mentioned. 

"Bacpm. Emmi»» Ap. Du Chesne, p. 168. 

" Florence of Worcester, 403; MS. Chron.; Cotton, Tiberiu% 
B. i. and W. . 
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" A deslnictivB heavy fleat 
Oflhe men of Lochlyn (Den 
With Iheir keen-edged »xes,' 
" At Scarpa-Sberia," nays the dying king, Ragiiar 
Lodbroch, " cruelly hacked the trenchant battle-axe." 
" To shoot well with the bow" was also a necesseu'y 
qualification of a Danish warrior. The Satone had 
totally neglected archery. 

We have little or no authority for the 



but can scarcely doubt its similarity to the general 
habit of the sex in the north of Europe at this period. 
Canute's queen nears the tunic, the mantle, the veil, 
and either the diadem or the half-bend ; but she was 
the widow of Elhelred, and daughter of Richard, third 
Duke of Normandy. The mantle, like that of the 
king, has cords or ribands, with lasselled ends at- 
tached to it In thp poem on Beowolf, the following 
linei appear respecting the Queen of Denmark ■ — 

"Willheoweune forth, 
■Rie quMD ot Hrothgir, 
Mindril of h>r deicent, 
Circled wilb guld. 

She (he queen, circled wall bncelebi." 
And again — 

" Encircled with gold she went, 
The qu«n oflhe (r«e-likc people. 
To »il by her lord." 

In the Danish ballad of Ingefred and Gerdrune*', men- 
tion is made of Ingefred's golden girdle, and she takes 
a gold ring from her arm to give to the physician. 
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It is scarcely necessary to remark, on closing this 
chapter, that though the monarch, and many of his 
nobles, warriors, and domestics, were Danes, the peo- 
ple were still Anglo-Saxons ; and if any difi^rence in 
dress did exist between the two nations, the Danes 
were as likely to adopt the fashions of their new 
eountry, as the English were to assume those of their 
new rulers. 
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S«al oC Edwtrd lU Conleiscr. 

The short interval between the Danish anH Norman 
conquests, during which the crown of England le- 

verted to ibe Saxon line, futaishes us with only two ' 

anecdotes of costume worth rtcording. The first is ] 

the genenil complaint of William of Kalmsbury. that | 

in the lime of the Confessor the English had trans- 1 

formed themselves into Frenchmen and Normans, ^ 

adopting not only their strange manner of speech ' 

and behftvionr, hut also the riiiculouB and fantastic [ 

fashions of their habits, wearing shorter tunics, and 1 
clipping their hair and shaving their beards, leaving. 
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bonrerer, the upper lip still unsborn '. They wen 
nbo ^tj of pundturing their skins, uxl loading' their 
anna with golden bracelets '. The seeoDd respects a 
Aibnfe ordered by Hardd in 




THE U I LI TART HABIT 

which led to his decisive sucvessea in Wales. The 
heavy armour of the Sasons (for the weight of the 
tunic, covered with iron rings, was considerable) 
rendered them unable to pursue the Welsh to their 

< Hilt. Reg. Ane. lib. iii. 
' * In tile reign oT Junes II. the chesl contdniDg Oia bodv of 
Eiag Bdwird the Confeasor was opened, lad under the sbaulder 
bone of the Monarch was found ■ crucifix of purs gold, richlf 
•DuneOed, ind suspended to ■ ^Iden chain twentj-fonr inches la 
laagtfa, which, pasaing roand the neck, waa Eaitened by a locket 
of many gold, adam^ with (our 1b»^ red alonra. Tie ikull, 
which wu entire, had on it a band or diadem oF gold, one inch id 
bteadlh, BuiroaDding the temples, and in the duil lay aevenl 
^Bcei oT gold, coloured silk, and linen. Archmologia, toI. iii. 
p. 890. iDlrodoction to Gwgh's Sepulchral Monuments. 
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Harold observed this impediment, and com* 
manded them to use armour made of leather only, and 
lighter weapons". This leathern armour we find to 
have consisted in overlapping flaps, generally stained 
of different colours, and cut into the shape of scales 
or leaves. It is called corium by some of the writers 
in the succeeding century, and corietum in the Nor- 
xnan laws. It was most probably copied from the 
Normans, for in the Bayeux tapestry we perceive it 
worn by Guy, Count of Ponthieu, and Odo, Bishop 
of Bayeux, the brother of William the Conqueror, 
and it continued in use in England as late as the 
thirteenth century. 

° Ingnlpbus, ^« 66, 
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Williiui I. ud AtlendiDtB, fnUD (ha Bk^iu ta^aijj. 

The best pictoiial authority for the habits of our 
NonnaJi ancestors, at the time of their conquest of 
England, exists in that curious relic the Bayeux 
tapestry ', which, if not worked by the Conqueror's 
wife MatUda, as currently reported, is certainly not s 

' Proerved at Bajreui ia NDrmuid^. It is 212 feetloog, and 
Tudety worked in coloured won'eda like a tanifi^. 
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great deal later than that memorable even!, anH fullj 
eDtitled to our coDfidence as a faithful representation 
of the habits, armour, and weapons of William and 
his followers. 

The Saxona, as we have already observed, had, 
diiriag the reign of Edward the Coafeisor, affected 
the bsliions of the Norman French ; and the similarity 
of their habits to those oftheii invadera is the first 
object of remark on examining their |>crformance ' 
while a singular attention to such little points of dis- 
tinction, as we have the evideflce of cotemporary 
bisloriana to prove did exist between the two nations, 
gives additional weight and interest to its (es<iraon3'. 

Offsets of the same great barbaric stock, a species 
of family resemblance had always eiisted between 
the Saxons, the Danes, and the Normans; but the 
residence of the latterin France ,and their expeditions 
to the Mediterranean, had materially improved their 
character and manners ; and while the Danes con- 
tinued pirates, and the Saxons, " originally the fiercest 
nation of the predatory North'," had sunk into a 
slothful and unwarlike people, the Normans be- 
came distinguished throughout Europe for their 
military skill, their love of glory, their encouragement 
of literature, the splendour and propriety of their 
habiliments, the cleauliness of their persons, aud the 
courtesy of their demeanour. 

The degenerate and sensual Saxons imitated the 
fashions of their neighbours, but were iucajtable of 
copying their virtues, and we iherelbre iind the 
general 



consisting, like the Anglo-Saxon, of the short tiiiiic, 
the cloak, the drawers, with long stockings or paiitu 
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loons with feet to them, called by the Normans 
*' Chauss^," by which term we beg our readers to 
observe they will be henceforth designated throughout 
the work, as the use of modern names for ancient 
hal»ts or weapons creates considerable confosion in 
dates as well as ideas. Shoes and leg-bandages are 
worn as before °. Short boots are ako common to- 
wards the close of the reign ^ ; and a flat round cap, 
like a Scotch bonnet, and another, which appears 
little more than a coif, are the general head coverings 
of unarmed persons. In 

STATE DRESSES 

the tunic, reaches to the ancle, and the mantle Is 
ample and flowing to correspond. The crown of the 
monarch is scarcely distinguishable upon his seal, 
but appears to resemble that of the Confessor. Wace, 
in his ' Roman de Rou '^Z describes William as lacing 
and untying his cloak repeatedly in his agitation and 
anger, on tiie news being brought him of Harold's 
accession to the throne of England ; and cords and 
tassels are now seen attached to the mantles of dis- 
tinguished personages. We have observed them 
already in the drawing of Canute. 

The Normans not only shaved the &ce entirely, in 

' Duke William's, in the Bayeux tapestry, are tied in front 
with tasselled ends hanging down like those of the royal figure in 
St. Ethelwold's Benedictional, engraved p. 22. 

* Robert, Duke of Normandy, the eldest son of the Conqueror, 
who died in 1134, was called ^ Curta Ocrea," or short boots, either 
from his setting the fashion, or for retaining it perhaps when 
abandoned by the beaux of the day. 

^ A poem on RoUo, or Rou, and the other Dukes of Nor- 
mandy. Robert Wace died in 1184. He was bom in Jersey, 
and educated in Caen, and wrote his account of the battle of 
Hastings frpm the information of persons who lived it the time : 
^aMl beard it told my fathei. well remember it ; I was then 
a varlet,'* are his words. 



BRITISH COSTUME, 



10 left^^^l 



contradistinction to the Anglo-Saxona, who U 
any rale, the upper lip unshorn, but before the time 
of tjie Conquest had adopted the Aquilanisin fasluon 
of shaving the back of the head fdso, which occa- 
sioned the spies of Harold to report that they had 
seen no soldiers, but an army of priests'. This 
anecdote has been quoted by all the hiatoriaiiB, as 
prorin^ only the absence of beard and moustache 
amongst the Normans, as they say it was conaidered 
indecent in priests to wear them ; but clerical per- 
sonages are, notwithstanding, continually represented 
at this period with both, and the absence of them, 
therefore, would not have borne out the reports of 
the spies, but for the other singularity, which is dis- 
tinctly represented in the llayeux tapestry, and one 
of the strongest proofs of its authenticity. William 
and his Normans are therein distinguished by the 
backt of their head* being elotely ihavm,Bo as really 
to ^ve them a monkish appearance, while the Saxons 
are represented with hair as usually worn, and 
moustaches, as described by William of Malmsbury, 
and a few with comely beards ', 

' WiUiiBiaFHBlniabury,Jib.in.p.56; Raman deRou. Wwe'a 
wurJs ire loul rez el londu. Literally "ail tilBken and sfaom." 

I That Ihe nobi?s o( Aquluine had been distinguisbed bj thie 
exlranrdinary pricliee for many yean previous lo liie Conqncsl, 
we find [ram IliefoLloiviitgcircunijUnce. Rubi;rl,Kiog of France, 
who came to tlie throns in 9»7, married ComUnce, Piinceas o( 
Poitou. Many of her feiationsandcnunlrymen followed her loPariii 
and Glaber Rodolpbua dKcrlbea Ibem, at thu lime, u foil of Ibe 
moat conceited levity; Ifaeir manners and dress equ&lEy fantastic, 
their arms and trapping! without taste ; barf from 'Ac middie of 

most unbecorningj &c. &g. He atiginatiE«s them il\ko, in another 
place, for ibeir short gs/mtnls, and Mjs, their abominable 
eiimpla infected all the nation ol Ihe Fiancs and Burgundjaot 
lilj then " honeatissioia," and drevil ialo a confarmit; »t(h their 
rickedneai and basenesi. Hial. |>. 39 1 Turner's England, 
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the Biyeak UdhItt, lUutAtuf tc 
•Int Ikr b«k of Ika Wd 



Notwithstanding, however, that the Nonnau rage 
for crapping snd shaving had obtained amongst Um 
Engli^, the old fashion of wearing the hair lon^ and 
flowing was never entirely abandoned; and the cour- 
tiers of the Regent of France, on William's return to 
Norpiandy, three months atler his coronation, at- 
tended by some of his new subjects, were astooished 
at the b^ty of the long-Iiaired English, and their 
ikh gold embroidered dresses *. 




Heliiit|(,kubatlu, ■ iimd. tat ■ goufi 



urn th« Pfljnx UpHtry, 
ofWorccalcr, p. 431. 
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of this period presenta us with several (loveltieB, The 

tirst is the capuchon or cotvl ° to the tiioic covered 

with rings, which perhaps was worn by the DtiDes, 

but does not appear in Saxoo illuminBtiims. Over 

this is placed the conical helmet, with its naaal, and, 

in Borne inatsQCes, with a neck-piece behind, an 

I oriental characteristic. Bath Normans and Saxous 

are represented in the rin^d tunic, which descends 

below the knee, and being cut up a little way before 

and behind for convenience in riding, spears, from 

I the rudeness of the representation, as though it ter- 

I miuated in short trousers'*. The Norman name tor 

this military vestment was Hauberk, latinized Hal- 

I bercsim, which is commonly derived from Haisbfrg, 

I a protection for the throat " ; and as we now, bnl 

adieu to the Saxon era, we shall henceforth gladly 

' The word ''cowl" is used in preffrence to "hood/'as, in (he 
fflurtecnlh cen.ury, "Ihehuod," (ocalledjbccoRiei a very peculiar 
fcalure, and bears no resembUnce whatever' o the cowl, with 
which il might be confpunded, allhoueh it was probably inienWd 
rromapeculiarfaahlonorireBringthelatter. Videp.121, Wtwiili 
to keep the idpas perfectly diitinct of the cowl or capuchon, and 

the gth«r by the old writers, 

'" That it doei not do so it proved, not only by the appearanca 
of the lunic alone, as carried by the Norioans \o the ihips (Vide 
engriviug in p. 57), but by the eiideDlrmpasaibilily of getting inlo 
1 ganneDl an made. Amongst the lul incidenls in the tapestry, 
we find ooi of the viclon stripping b dead warrior of his armour, 
which lie ia polling over his head inverted, an act iDcompaiible 
with iDf other form Ibaa that of a simple ihir.i or tunic; utd 
Wijliam himielf h stated to have iDvatiKl his coat of mail by 
mistike «ben preparing for the baHle of Ratings. Gull. PicL 
801 ; and Taylor's Anon. Hi'I 



1 of the c 






I 



it this particular name, ai befare that addition it e 
protect the throat. In tile laws of William the Conqueror v 
find it spelt " Hsilberb." "viir Chivali selei ■ enfranez, ii 
Halten e iiii Hunmes (lleaumBs, Helmets) e iiri Eicui e ii 
Lsitinces e iiii £spes." Leges Gulieloii I. cap. uii. 
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meaDapptllalionastamiliai to the hot-pressed pages 
of modem romance as to the worm-eaten chronicle t)f 
the eleventh century. Besides the hauberk of rings^ 
there are some marked with transverse liniss, so as to 
give the idea of their being either quilted or stitched 
in chequers, or covered with small lozenge-shaped 
pi^es of steel instead of rings, a species of defence 
known . about this period by the name of masded 
armour,- from its resemblance to the meshes cf a 
net^^ In some instances the hauberks are com^ 
posed of rings and masdes mixed ; in others the 
body is covered with rings, and the sleeves ^ia^- 
monded. There were other descriptions of armour 
in use about this time, which the embroiderers may 
have intended to represent, viz. the trelllced, the 
rustred, the banded, &c. varieties of mail alluded to 
by cotemporary writers ^', but almost impossible to 
be distinguished from each other in the half-obliterated 
seal or rudely woven tapestry. Our own opinion 
leans to the idea that the garments so chequered are 
meant for the quilted panzar or gambeson, known 
to the Danes and Northmen, as we have already 
remarked, and which we shall have occasion to de- 
scribe more fully anon. One of the warriors has the 
collar of his hauberk drawn up over his chin and 
fastened to the nasal. By illuminations of the next 
century, we find this a common practice, till it was 
superseded by the introduction of the vizor. On the 
breast of several knights is a square pectoral ^^, either 
quilted or covered with rings, as an additional defence, 
and some wear chauss($s of similar materials. The 
pectorals and the sleeves and skirts of the hauberks 

. '* Johannes de Janua says the word is derived from the Latin 

^* Vide Meyrick's letter on the body armour anciently worn in 
Bi^hmd. Arohsologia, vol. xix. 
^^ The << breast-beden" of the Saxons. 
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have yellow borders ; whether of metai for defence. 
or of gilt leather, or lace for ornament, we have no 
authority for deciding. 

The shields of the NormaDs are nearly of the 
shape of a boy's iiile, and are supposed to have been 
assumed by them in imitation of the Sicilians, as, tifly 
years btfore the Conquest of England, Melo, the 
chief of Bari, furnished them with arms, and, twelve 
years afterwards, they conquered Apulia", On com- 
paring' also the shields in the Bayeu;^ tapestry with 
those of the Sicilian bronzes, there can remain very 
littledoubtofthelact. 




These Bhields, beades the holders, s 

" Moyrick, Critiol Inquiry, 'i 
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^* were called through which the arm passed, had a long 
strip of leather which went round the neck nnd 
formed an addilional support for it, while it enabled 
them to use both hands with greater facility. (Vide 
thelast in the preceding engraving', which presents the 
inner side, with the alfap twisted.) This eitra strap 
I was called the guige, and the Norman poet remarks 
the advantage it gave his countrymen over the Saxons, 
who, he says, did not know how to joust (tilt), nor 
to carry arms on horseback. " When they wished to 
strike with their battle-axe, they were forced to bold 
it with both hands. To strike strong, and at the same 
time to cover themselves, was what they could not 
do :' for the Anglo-Saxon shield was, as we have be- 
fore mentioned, held at arm's length by the clenched 
hand (a distinction particularly attended to in the 
tapestry). The wielders, therefore.of double-handed 
weapons either could not carry such a protection or 
roust drop it for the blow. 

Some of the Norman shields hear the rude effigies 
of a dragon, griffin, serpent, or lion ; others, crosses, 
rings, and various fantastic devices, but no regular 
heraldic bearings. A griffin is observable on one of 
the Sicilian shields, but, as might be expected, in 
belter drawing. 

In the Bayeux tapestry, William and his principal 
knights are seen with lances, ornamented with small 
flags or streamers, which were termed in the language 
of that day Gonfanons or Gonfalons. Upwards of 
seven hundred years have elapsed since the Con- 
quest; the lance has again become an English military 
weapon, and the streamer is still attached to it 

In the Norman army we perceive archers, both 
mounted and on foot ; that nation excelling in the use 
of the bow, which had been much neglected, if not 
totally discontinued, in England during the Saxon 
era. Henry of Huntingdon makes William speakol 
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ihe Saxons as a nation not even havinj; arrows. A 
random b hail, it la well known, struck Harold in the 
eye at tlie battle of Hastings ; and to the arrows of 
the Normans, generally, the issue of the conteEt is 
attributed b; our early historians. 

Clubs are seen in the hands of William and his 
half-brother Odo, Bishop of Bayeux. 

The ' Rranan de Rou' says of the latter, — 

" Sur un cUevkl tout blsnc SBoit 
ToDleligent lecongnD^s^uU; 
Un bnslon tenoil en Ban poing"." 

Tile which " baston," we learn from the Bayeux 
tapeEtry, was not the leading-slalT afterwards intro- 
duced, but a good stout cud^l, with which he " en- 
couraged the youths''." 

BalUlarii, qr slingers, were in both arniicE, and 
slightly accoutred. The batlk-axes and bills of the 
Saxon infantry are recorded as making terrible havoc 
amongst the Normans'". The Norman spur is Ihe 
same as that of the Saxons. 



were attired similarly to the 
wore the long tunic, and over 
to the Saxon gunna ot go 
the Normans called " robe 
cloth, which in ! 
chef, from whence our word 
pal noTelty is in the gown or 
close to fit the figure, as we 

'* Minoirea da L'Acaaunie dea I 

" '■ Kk Oda tlpi, buulum leneii! 

'" Wice speaks ot gisarmes, but 
nuns forlheSixou weipUD. For a i 
pueSS. 

" ll WIS sonelimei thoM like \i 
•quallf long witb Ihe under tunic- 



Anglo-Saxon. They 
it a garment answering 
I, but which of course 
' and the veil or head- 
they rendered coiivrf- 
kerchief. The princi- 
robe, which was laced 
shall shortly discover. 
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A^lo-HDrmiinLsdia,fniiDll]niii, US, ColtDB. Nera.Cl. 
and has sleeves tiglit to the nrist, and then sud- 
denly widening sod foiling to some depth. The 
borders of the dresses are of gold and very broad. 
The hair, when seen, is long, and sometimes platted 
in two or more divisions, after the Gothic fashion. 

The two figures engraved above, are copied from 
some illuminations illustrative of scripture history, 
which we consider to have been executed in Frame 
about this period, as theyex}iibit all those peculiarities 
of costume which distinguished Che commencement Oi 
the Norman era, and provoked the wrath and satire 
of the cotemporary chroniclers. The female to th« 
right is from a miniature representing the presentation 
of the infant Jesus in the temple, and bears the sacri- 
fice of " a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeoiis**," 

" Si. Luke, chap. ii. yw. 24. 
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Her haods are covered with the curious mufflers, 
alluded (o in p8g;e 36 ; Ihey are in form exactly like 
the single one on the left hand of the Anglo-Saxon 
females, but have lung streamera attached to them, 
and over the ri^ht-hand one is a (hin gauze or fine 
linen cloth, in which the doves are carried, the end 
appearing to pass under the sleeve of the left arm. 
The painter's skill has perhaps not seconded his 
intention in this respect, but, as it has nothing io do 
wHh (he costume, we will not waste our tim« in spe- 
culations upon it. The mufflers themselves are v«ry 
singular, and loo dtstinclly drawn to admit of a doubt 
I'eapectiDg their form or object 
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ECCLESIASTICAL COSTUME. 

The figure of a bishop of this period, represents him 
in a bonnet, slightly sinking in the centre, with the 
pendent ornaments of the mitre (vittse or infulx) 
attached to the side of it. The chasuble retains its 
original slmpe; the dalmatica appears to be arched at 
the sides ; the pastoral staff is exceedingly plain, and 
reminds us strongly of the Roman liiuus^ which ii 
said by some writers to have been its prototype* 
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BBIONS OF WILLUH II., HENRY I., AND STBPHKN 
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The Nonnans and the Flemings who accompanied 
the Conqueror into Eogland, and those who followed 
him in great numbers after hia establishment upon 
the throne, are Raid b; our early historians to have 
been remarkable for their ostentation and ]ov« of 
finery. PerBonal decoration whs their chief study. 
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ftnd new fubione were continually introdueed bj 




THE DRESS OP THE COUMON PEOPLE 

continued to be a short tunic with sleevea. The bet- 
ter sort wore ch&uss*$s and shoes, or short boots, and 
in bad weather, or when travelling, covered the head 
ftnd shoulders with a cloak or mantle, having a cowl 
attached to it, and called by the Normans thecapa. 
The Fhry^an-flhaped cap is still worn, and a hat 
appears in one illumination of this date resembling 
the Roman petaitu, or a modern English carter's.' 

THE HABITS or TBI NOBILITT 

were oTcourse more influenced by fashion, and the r«fo 

of Rnfiis is stigmatized by the writers of the period 

for many shameful abuses and innovations. The 

> SlruU's Drcs* and Hibill. 
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Icing himself set the exunple, a.ad clergy and laity 
became alike infected nilh the love of extravagant 
and costly elotbing. The short tunic was lengthened 
and worn fuller, and the sleeves (larticularly so. The 
long tunic, worn on state occasions, and the mtenda, 
or linen vestment norn beneath it, positively trailed 
upon the ground. The sleeves were also of length 
and breadth eufiicient to cover the whole hand'. But 
that gloves were now worn, at least by the higher 
classes, we find from the account of the Bishop of 
Durham's escape from the Tower during the reign of 
Henry I,, as, having " forgotten his gloves." he 
rubbed the skiu otT his hands to the bone in sliding 
down the rope trom his window*. The mantles 
were made of the finest cloth, and lined with rich 
tuTs' ; one presented to Henry 1. 1^ Robert Bloet, 
Bishop of Lincoln, was lined with black sables 
with white spots, and cost £100 \ With the shorter 
lunic a shorter cloak was worn, lined with the most 
precious furs, and called the rkeno '. Peaked-toed 
boots and shoes, of an absurd shape, excited the 
wrath and contempt of the monkish historians. Orde- 
ricus Vilalis says they were invented by some one 
deformed in the foot. The peaked-toed boots, called 
ocrex roatraite, were strictly forbidden lo the clergy. 
The shoes called pigacim had their points made like a 
scorpion's tail, and 3 courtier named Robert stiilTcd 
his out with tow, and caused them to curl round in 
form of 3 ram's horn, a fashion which took mightily 
amongst the nobles, and obtained for its originator the 
cognomen of Comadu '. 

* Ordeiiciu Vilalk. Vide bIsd enRriving iil head of chipt«i. 

' Oniericu! Viulii, p. 780, 787. • Ordericus VitalU. 

' Malmsbur;, lib. v. p. SSj Henry Uunlingdon, p. 222. 

' Ordeiicuj Vilalis. 

' Theae peaked lues are alluded la bj Anna CanineM, wRo men- 
liana Ihen aa encuniDcrin^ Ihe dismounted usvalry of Ibe fnnkt. 
Alexias, lib. v. p. 140. 'I'lic Greek lerm has been ignofinUy (run- 
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Vie Have noticed the extraordinary custom of shav- 
ing the back of the head as well as the face, in use 
amongst the Norman- French. On their establish- 
ment in England this unbecoming custom appears 
soon to have been abandoned, and with the usual 
caprice of fashion the Anglo-Normans seem to have 
mn into the opposite extreme ; for William of Malms- 
bury, the same writer whose lamentations over the 
cropping system we lately quoted, is compelled, 
during the reign of Rufus, to reprobate the long 
hair, the. loose flowing garments, the extravagant 
pointed shoes, and the unweaponed effeminate ap- 
pearance of the youths of that day". 

In 1104, when Henry I. was in Normandy, a pre- 
late named Serlo, preached so eloquently against the 
fiishion of wearing long, hair, that the monarch and 
his courtiers were moved to tears ; and, taking advan- 
tage of the impression he had produced, the enthu- 
siastic prelate whipped a pair of scissors out of his 
sleeves, and cropped the whole congregation ! 

This was followed up by a royal edict prohibiting 
the wearing of long hair, but in the next reign, that 
of Stephen, the old fashion was revived, when in 
1139 it received a sudden check firom an exceedingly 
trifling circiimstance. A young soldier, whose chief 
pride lay in the beauty of his locks, which bung 
down almost to his knees, dreamed one night that a 
person came to him and strangled him with his own 
luxuriant ringlets. This dream had such an effect 
upon him that he forthwith trimmed them to a rational 
length. His companions followed his example, and 
superstition spreading the alarm, cropping became 
again the order of the day. But this reformation, 

.ated ^* spurs.*' Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
c. 56, note. 

* A decree was passed against long hair by the Council of 
Rouen in 1095, but without effect. 
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adds the historian, was of very short duratkn; 
scarcely had a year elapsed berore the people returoed 
to their former follies, and such especially as would 
be thought courtiers permitted their hair to grow lo 
such 0. shameful len^h, that they resembled women 
rather than men ; those whom nature had denied 
abundance of hair supplying the deficiency by artifi- 
cial means. Wigs therefore may date in England 
from the time of Stephen ; and should signs to shops 
become again the fashion, our perruquiers are bound 
in gratitude to distin^rniah theirs by three Sagittarii, 
the device assumed by that moaarch, according to 
tradition, in consequence of his having ascended the 
throne while the sun was in Sagitlarius. 

The fashion of wearing long beards re-appeared 
during the reign of Henry I. and was equally repro- 
bated by the clergy. Both Serloin his sermon, and 
Ordericus Vitalis in his Ecclesiastical History, com- 
pare Che men of their day to " filthy goats." 
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of the lime of the Conquest continued with little vari- 
ation to the close of the twelfth century. 

William Rufus (1087—1100) is represented on 
his great seal in a si^aly suit of steel or leather armour, 
with, in lieu of the nasal helmet, a new head-piece, 
called by the Normans a ckapeUe-de-fer, an iron cap 
of a very Tartar-like shape, which will be better un- 
derstood by referring to the engraving. He carries 
a gon&non and a kite-shaped shield. 

Henry I. (UOO — 1135} on his great seai wears a 
hauberk of flat rings; and ihe seal of Milo Pitzwalter, 
Constable of England and Governor of Gloucester, 
during bis reign exhihils the baron in a suit of mascled 
or quilted armour of the same shape as those in the 
Bayeux tapestry, with a gonfaaon, a kite-shaped 
shield, and a chapel le-de-fer- (Vide engravuig.) 
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Stephen (1133^1154) on his great seal appear* 
in a luuberk of rings set edgewise, an improvement 
upon the fiat-ringed armour in point of security, 
(bough a very great addition of weight to the 
wearer And the seal ofRicbard, Constable of Ches- 
tei, of the same period, presents ua with a warrior 
wearing a suit of nhat has been denominated by Sir 
S. Meyrick tegvlaUd armour, it being composed of 
small square plates of steel, lapping over each other 
like liles, instead of being cut into scales or masdes ; 
and the same sort of armour is more distinctly visible 
upon a tigure of St. Michael, found in Monmouth- 
shire, and now in the Aahmolean Museum at Oxford. 
From beneath the hauberk his tunic streams down lu 
bis heels, a Frankish fashion, and of oriental origin. 
On the Trajan column some of the Roman auxiliaries 
are seen attired in flowing tunics, over which is worn 
a cuirass or lorica ; and in a MS. copy of Aurelius 
Prudentius in the Bibliotheque du Roi, Paris, marked 
283, illuminated by the Franks, warriors are so 
represented. The MS. of the time of Hufus, from 
whence our engravings at the commencement of this 
chapter are copied, affords another instance of the long 
tunic under the hauberk. The nasal helmet, gonfs- 
non, and kite-shsped shield appear also on this seal ; 
and the long-pointed toes to the chaussiSs, in accord- 
ance with the fashion above mentioned, are curiously 
illustrative of the period. 

Thus have we evidence of the eiistence of five 
or sii varieties of body armour during the first half 
of the tnelflh century, independently of those meo- 
tionedinSirS, Meyrick's letter, to which we alluded in 
our last chapter, and also in the same writer's ' Critical 
Inquiry,' under the terms of trelliced or broigned, 
rustred, and banded. It issuRicient, honever, forour 
present purpose to state that the ingenuity, both of 1 
rs and warriors, was naturally in continual ei- 
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ertion, to invent such defences for the body as would 
l)e proof against all the various weapons, invented 
with equal rapidity, for the purposes of destnic* 
tion; and that consequently alterations and im- 
provements were taking place every day of great 
importance to the actual wearer, but too minute for 
delineation then, or for distinction now, when time 
has half obliterated the details of objects at first but 
imperfectly represented by the rude artists of this 
darkl)ut interesting period. 

Referring then the more curious inquirer to the 
elaborate treatise above mentioned, we will confine 
purselves to observing that the hauberk, covered with 
Hat rings, or with rings set upon their edges, and closely 
qtitched together, which is denominated single mail, is 
the most obvious armour discernible from the close of 
the tenth century to the reign of Edward I., and that 
scales and mascles are the principal varieties '• The 
collar of the hauberk was about this period (i. e. the 
reigns of Rufus and Heury I.) drawn up over the 
chin and mouth, and fastened to the nasal, so that the 
eyes were alone visible. We have noticed this in the 
Bayeux tapestry, and it occurs in the illuminations 
prefixed to Canute's copy of the Gospels, which, from 
the long toes to the shoes of the monarchs, are cer- 
tainly as late as the reign of Rufus. When Magnus 
Barefoot, King of Norway (1093—1103), led his 
forces to Britain, he was opposed near the Isle of 
Anglesea by two earls, Hugh the Proud and Hugh 
the Fat. The king shot an arrow against the former, 
and at the same moment another arrow was launched 
in the. same direction by one of his followers. The 
earl was so enveloped in mail (allbrynjathur) that 
no part was expos^ but his eyes, and both the arrows 

* Anna Comnena mentions the French knights, at the close 
of the eleventh centurj, wearing both ringed and scaled armouTi 
Q.397. 
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striking at once on tijc earl's face, one of them broke 
his nasal {nef-biorg kMlmsins), whilst the other per- 
Torated the eye and btain, so Lhat he dropped down 
dead"* . 

This custom of hooltin^ up the collnr to the nasal, 
ivas followed by the introduction of steel L'heeli-pieces. 
either pendent to the sides of the helmet, in addition 
to the neck-piece hehind, like the Persian and Indian 
helmets holh ancient and modern, or worn beneath 
like a. hair mask, with apertures for the eyes. Of 
this latter description are the cheek-pieces of Wlliam, 
Count of Flanders, the q^randson of the Conqueror, 
who died in 1128, and who wears over them around- 
topped helmet without a nasal (the atil kufa, at 
Bteel cap of the Danes and NorwegianF, who called 
ihe helmet with pendent flaps hangandi sldl kufuT, 
and the cheek-pieces themselves kind-akimim, or 
kinn-biorg). The Normans called all these defences 
for the face by the simple b>it natural term ventaille, 
or atentaille (i. e. avaiil-tailk')-, and the word being; 
afterwards applied to the visor, has occasioned many 
writers to confonnd things of which the use vras the 
same, but the shape and material totally different. 

Ttie second seal of Henry I. represents him without 
a helmet, the cowl of mail being drawn over a steel 
cap called a coif-de-fer in contradistinction to the 
ckapdle-de-fer worn over the mail. 

The spur remains a single goad, and the shield ot 
the kite-form ; but from being slightly curved it has 
become, in Stephen's time, almost semi- cylindrical. 
It is still undistinguished by heraldic bearings. 
Stephen is said to have adopted the sign Sagittarius 
for his device, as we have already stated, but his 
shield is perfectly plain, and his gonfannn bears a 
simple cross ; on his seal is a star or sun, and nit 
thai of Henry I. a flower. 

■' Si^a, Mag.Biirf.c. II. 
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from 1087 to 1154, presents us with but one strik- 
ing novelty, and that by no means an improvement. 
The rage for lengthening' every portion of the dress 
was Tiot confined to the male sex. The sleeves of the 
tunics, and the veils or kerchiefs ofthe ladies, appear 
to have been so long in the reigns of Rufus and 
Henry I. as to be tied up in knots to avoid treading 
on them, and the trains or skirts of the garments lie 
in immense rolls at the feet. In a MS. of the close of 
the eleventh century, the satirical illuminator has Intro- 
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duced tile Tulher of all evil in female sppsrel, with the 
skirts, as well as (he sleeves of the tunic, bo knotted. 
The gHrmeat is also laced up tlie front, s fashion 
which we hear much of in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries. In other illuminations of nearly the same 
date, the cnlTs of tlie sleeves hang from the wrist like 
pendent canoes (vide figs, b and c), and are douhly 
curioua from having furnished the shape of the old 
heraldic maunch, or sleeve, first borne by Ihe family 
of De HoBlings. William de Haalings, Ibe founder of 
the family, was steward of the household to Henry I., 
in whose reign the il luminal ions in which we dis- 
cover this singularly-shaped sleeve, were, it is mosl 
probahle, executed. 




Over the long robe or tunic is occasionally si 
shorter garment of the same fashion, which 
to the description of the avper-tunica, or iUT-cote, first 
mentioned by the Norman writers. In the illumina- 
tions we have la^t mentioned it is chequered and 
spotted, most likely to represent embroidery, and 
terminates a little beiow Uie knee with an indented 
border, the commencement of a fashion against 
which the first statute was promulgated by Henry JI. 
at the closi! of this century, but whiL-b defied and sur- 
vived that and all similar enactments. We men- 
tioned, in the lam chapter, the plaited hair of the 
Xorman ladies ; in tame instances the plaits appear 
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to have been encased in silk, or bound round with 
riband (vide fig. a) : indeed the dress of both sexes 
is now distinguished by oriental character. The cos- 
tume of England, to the close of the tenth century, 
had " more of the antique Roman than the Dane*' 
in it. But the Normans had adopted the Saracenic 
and Byzantine fashions they found diffused through 
the south of Europe; and an English female of the 
twelfth century could scarcely have been distin- 
guished, by her attire, from a lady of the Lower 
Empire, or iadeed from a modem ** maid of 
AtheiiB.'* 
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We have now arrived at a period when a new and 
most valuable source tif intbrrnatiua is opeoed for 
ottr assistance. The monumental effig'ies of the 
illuslrious dead, sculptured iu iheir habits as they 
lived, and in a style of art remarkable for so dark 
an a.ge, many elaborately coloured and gilt, and all 
of ilie full size of the figure, lake precedence of every 
other authority, until the paintings of Holbein and 
Vandyke appear to place the breathing originals be- 
ti>re us, 

The earliest monumental effigy of an English 
sovereign is that of Henry 11. in the Abb^ of 
Fonlevraud, Normandy. A modern French writer, 
nho states as his authorities MSS. preserved in the 
ecclesiastical archives, says, " the body of the un- 
fortunate monarch, vested in his royal habits, the 
crown of gold on his head and the scepire in his 
hand, was placed on a bier richly ornamented, and 
borne in great state to the celebrated Abbey of Fon- 
tevraud, which he had chosen as the place of his 
interment, and there set in the nave of the great 
church, where he was burled," This account tallies 
with thai of Matthew Paris, who says, '' he was ar- 
rayed in the royal investments, having a golden 
crown on the head and gloves on the hands, boots 
ight with gold on the feet, and spurs, a great 
on the finger, and a sceptre in ihe hand, and 
gin with a sword ; he lay with his face uncovered." 
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" When we examine tile efSgy," observes the lamented 
Mr, Stothard, in his admirable work, 'the Monu- 
mental EIRglea of Great Britain,' "me cannot fail 
of remarking;, that it la aliendy described by these 
two Bccoutits; the only variation being; in the 
sword, %fhich is not girt, but lies on the bier, on 
the left side, witli the belt twisted round it. It 
therefore appears the tomb was literally a repre^ 
sentatioa of the deceased king, as if he still lay in 
State Nor can we, without supposing such was the 
uustom, otherwise account for the aiugular coinci- 
dence between the eRigy of King John an the lid of 
his coffin and his body within it, when discovered a 
few years since '.'* We have quoted the precise 
words of this admirable and regretted artist, to 
whom the highest character for accuracy and re- 
search is universally accorded, in support of the 
opinion entertained by out best antiijuaries in favour 
of the reliance to be placed upon monumental effi- 
i, as correct portraits of the costume, and in many 
cases of the pci^on of liim whose tomb they sur- 
mount, because we are anxious not only to impress 
''~e reader with the truth of this belief, but at (he 
roe time lo paint out how deeply indebted are the 
artists and antiquaries uf Europe to the perseverance, 
intelligence, and talent of the late Charles Alfred 
Slothard, untimely snatched from a prolession of 
which he was an ornament, and in the midst of 
labours which have yet lo be fully appreciatfd. 

To return to the efBity of henry II. The right 
hand, on which was the great ring, is brolteu, but 
contains a portion of the sceptre, which, to judge 
from certain marks on the breast of the ii:;ure, must 
have been remarkably short. The beard is painted 
and pencilled like a miniature, to represent its being 
cloBely sliaven fthe old Norman custom at this time 
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returned to). The mantle is fastened by a fibula on 
the right shoulder ; its colour was originally (for it 
has been painted several times, as Mr. Stothard dis- 
covered by scraping it) of a deep reddish chocolate. 
The dalmatica or long tunic is crimson, starred or 
flowered with gold. The boots are green, with gold 
spurs fastened by red leathers. The gloves have 
jewe s on the centre of the back of the hand, a mark 
of royalty or high ecclesiastical rank. The crown 
has been many years broken, and an injudicious at- 
tempt has been made to restore it with plaster of 
Paris. It is represented in our engraving without 
these modern additions, and above it is placed the 
crown as given by Montfaucon in his copy of the 
same effigy, which, though very inaccurately drawn 
and carelessly engraved, shows that it was sur- 
rounded with leaves, like that uf Richard I. on his 
effigy in the same abbey. This latter effigy and that 
of King John at Worcester present the same general 
features, with very slight variation. Richard and 
John are both attired, like their father, in the dal- 
matica and mantle, with boots, spurs, and jewelled 
gloves. The dalmatica of John is shorter than those 
of Henry or Richard, and discovers more of the 
under tunic; it also appears to have been made 
fuller. Richard's mantle is fastened on the breast ; 
John's depends from the shoulders, without any 
visible fastening, and discloses the jewelled collar of 
the dalmatica. Both are represented with beards 
and moustaches, which came again into fashion to- 
wards the close of Richard's reign. In the early 
part of it a seditious Londoner was called Wiuiam 
with the Beard, from his obstinately wearing it in 
defiance of the old Norman custom, revived, as we 
have already stated, by Henry II. 

From these effigies, and from the illuminated MSSk 
of the period, we learn, therefore, that 
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of Heory [I., Richard I., and John were composed 
of two lunics (the upper, with loose sleeves, called a 
dulmatica), of nearly eqiialiengths, and girded round 
the waist by a rich bell, over which was worn [he 
montle, splendidly embroidered ; Lhe crown, llic 
sword, the jewelled gloves, boots, and spurs without 
rowels. The same dress waa worn ako on slate 
and the 



during;the latter halfofthe twelfth century, approached 
as nearly aa possible, in form and niag-ni licence, the 
habit of their kings. Henry II. is said to have in- 
troduced a mantle, called the cloak of Anjou, which, 
being shorter than those worn in the previous reigns, 
obtained for him the cognomen of Court Manimu. 
Of llie splendour and character of the decorations of 
the mantles of this period we may judge Irom the 
description of one belonging to Richard I., whicli is 
said lo have been nearly covered with half monns and 
shining orbs of solid silver, in imitation of the system 
of the heavenly bodies- During the reign of Henry II, 
the fashion of indentina; the borders of the iiiiiics 
and mantles seems to have been introduced, as in the 
last year but one of that monarch's reign a statute 
was passed prohibiting certain classes the wearing of 
cut or jagged garments'. Stockings and chausscSs 
were worn as usual, and the tiaxon word ko*e 
occurs in a wardrobe roll of King John's time, 
as well as the Latin caligte. Sandals of purple 
cloth and solulares or sublalarei (the shoes or soles 
ivith them), fretted with gold, are enume- 
rated as parts of the dress belonging to the same 
mDnarcli. liy sandals are certainly meant the leg- 
' Ciiytte d[ n<i>er mid John of Bromptoa, sub i 
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bandages, no longer worn in rolls, but regularly 
crossing each other tiie whole way up the leg from 
the very point of the toes, and frequently all of gold 
stuff or gilt leather. Gloves, some short, some reach- 
ing neariy to the elbows, embroidered at the tops, and 
Jewelled on the backs, if appertaining to princes or 
prelates, become frequent. The covering fur the 
head was still the Phrygian-shaped cap, or the ca- 
puchon of the cloak ; but the hair, in the reign of ■ 
John, was curled with crisping irons, and bound witu 
fillets or ribands; and the beaux of the period con 
tinually went abroad without caps, that its beauty 
might be seen and admired. Beards and mous- 
taches were worn or not, as (he fiuicy directed, all 
legislation concerning them being disregarded or 
abandoned. 
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during the reign of Henr; II. underwent no dis- 
tinguishable change ; but those of the reign of 
Richard I. and John present us with some siriking 
novelties. The shield enililazoned with heraldic 
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rings, the lung tunic worn under a 
cole or surcoat worn over llie coal, of ii 
made of silk of one uniform colour, bu 
variegated, sometimes richly embroidered, and aome- 
timea altiin;ether of cloth of gold or silver. Both ihe 
seals of Richard I, represent him witb the long luiiic 
under the hauberk, and bis brother John is repre- 
aented in a sureoaL It has been conjectured ihat 
the custom originated witb the crusaders, boih for Ihe 
purposeof diatinguishing the many different leaders 
eerving under the cross, and to veil the iron armonr 
so apt to heat excessively when exposed to the direct 
rays of the sun. The date of iLs first appearance in 




Europe, and the circumstance of the kiiighU of St. 
John and of (he Temple being so attired in ttieir monu- 
mental effigies, are certainly argument.'! in favour of 

supposition. The helmet, towards the dose of 
the twelfth century, had useumed almost the shape 

I sugar-loaf, but suddenly, during the reign of 
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Richard I^ it lost its lofty cone, and subsided into a 
flat-topped steel cap, with a hoop of iron passing 
under the chin, the face being protected by a move- 
able grating affixed to a hinge on one side, and fas* 
tened by a pin on the other, so that it opened like a 
wicket, and might be taken off or put on as occasion 
required. This was called the ventail or aventaiUe^ 
as the earlier defences for the face had been before it. 
Richard wears a most complete one on his second seal, 
and his helmet is surmounted by a very curious fan- 
like crest, on which appears the figure of a lion. The 
imitations of the impressions preserved in England 
have occasioned strange speculations upon this orna- 
ment ; but the copyof a perfect one, lately discovered 
in France, is herewith presented to our readers^. 
Besides the surcoat, two other military garments are 
common to this period : the watnheys or- gamheson^ 
and the haqueton or ackeion. They were wadded 
and quilted tunics, the first, according to Sir S. Mey- 
rick, of leather stuffed with wool, and the second of 
buckskin filled with cotton. Both these were worn 
as defences by those who could not afford hauberks, 
but they were also worn under the hauberk by per- 
sons of distinction, and sometimes by them in lieu 
of it, 2^ fancy or convenience might dictate. In the 
latter case these garments were stitched with silk or 

' Monsieur Achille Deville, who discovered this impression at- 
tached to a charter dated 18th May, 1198, in the archives of the 
department of the Seine Inf^rieure, amongst other records of the 
Abbey of St. George de Bocherville, observes : — ^' Ce casque est 
coaronn6 par un large cimier, sur lequel on remarque la figure du 
lion. Sandford veut voir des brins de genet dans la crete du 
cimier, qui serait plac^Uisansdoute, selon lui, comme un souvenir 
de funilie. Quant k moi, j*y verrais tout au plus des brins de 
baieine, si ce n'est mdjne des piquants de fer attendu le roideur 
et Tarrangement symetrique de ce singulier ornement." Vide his 
Account published at Caen, 1830. The upper part of the imper- 
fect seal, so often coiMed in England, is given in our engraving 
behind the perfect one, 

1 




gold thread, and rendered extremely ornameDlal. 
The word gamboUc or gamboised, from this circum- 
stance, was afterwards applied to saddles and other 
padded, stitched, or quilled articles. We have alluded 
to the gambeson before, in our deseriplion of the 
Norman Knig-hls, represented in the fiajeux tapestry. 
The northmen, bolli Danes and Norwegians, called 
it the panzar or pniizuru, improperly translated coat 
of mail. According to their sa^s and poems, it was 
sometimes worn over the hauberk like the Eurcoat : 
in that case it was withmil sleeves. 

The plmtron-dc'fer, or ateel plate, introduced 
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during this century to prevent the pressure of the 
hauberk upon the chest, was sometimes worn under 
the gam beson, sometimes between it and the hauberk. 
In a combat between Richard Coeur de Lion, then 
Earl of Poitou, and a knight named William de 
Barris, tliey charged each other so furiously fhat their 
lances pierced through their shields, hauberks, and 
gambesons, and were only prevented by their plas- 
trons from transfixing their bodies. In later times 
we shall find the plastron called the gorget, and some- 
times the harhergeon or haubergeon^ a word frequently 
confounded with " hauberk/' of which it is evidently 
the diminutive, and meaning literally the '* little 
throat-guard" when of plate, or the litde coat or 
jacket of mail when composed of chain ; a specimen 
of the latter is to be found in the effigy of Helie, 
Comte de Maine, engraved in Montfaucon's * Mo- 
narchic Fran^aise.' 

The shields of the reign of Richard and John have 
gradually decreased in lengtli, and becoming less 
arched at the top approach the triangular form, which 
was aflerwards denominated heater-shaped. Instead 
of being flat, however, they are semi-cylindrical, and 
are decorated, for the first time, with the regular 
heraldic bearings ; John's early seal (before his 
accession) exhibiting two lions passant regardant, 
and Richard's first seal a lion rampant, presumed, 
as only half the shield is visible on account of the 
curve, to be one of two lions combatant. On the 
second seals of both monarchs their shields are bla- 
zoned with three lions, as quartered ever since in the 
Ens:lish arms. 

To the spear, sword, battle-axe, and bow, we nave 
now to add the arbaleste or cross-bow, introduced 
during the reign of Richard I., who was killed by a 
shaft from that formidable weapon. It continued in 
u«ie till the final triumph of musketry. 
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The gisarme is menlioned by Wace, who v 
the reign of Benr; IX. This very ancieni weapon, 
written by various authorities gUarme, guitarme, 
guiisantie, guyiarme, gysarme, jimarme, jusarme, 
quisarnK, has had as many derivations and descrip- 
tions allotted ti) it as modes of spelling. By some 
it has been called a partizan, by others a bipennis, or 
double axe, a cutting weapon used in lieu of a sword, 
B sharp weapon {amut acuta, or arme aiguisie). 
Skinner derives the name from bhartna, and Barba- 
zan from aeuere. In the old Provenijal lan^ag^ il 
is also spelt ghaarma. (Vide 'Glossaire de la 
Langue Romain, par J. B. Roquefort,' tom. i.) 
Now, the lance or javelin of the Gauls and Pranks 
was called the gtemm, and is thus described by the 
scholiast Agathias, a lawyer and native of Myrina, 
who wrote in the sixth century: "It is of moderate 
length, and covered with iron, bent on each side in 
the form of hooks, which they make ane of to wound 
the enemy, or entangle his buckler in such a manner 
that, his body being exposed, they may run him 
through with their swords," This description tallies 
better than any other with the weapon in later times 
called the gaisarme, which was a lance with a hook 
at the side ; and the corruption of gmsitm into gM- 
arme is easy and probable. 

The apur remains spear'shaped. 



of this halt century presents the same general appear- 
ance as thatof its predecessor. The robe has, how- 
ever, lost its extravagant cuffs, and ihe sleeves are 
made tight and terminate at the wrist. A rich girdle 
loosely encircles the waist ; and Berengaria, queen of 
Htchard I., is represente<l with a. small pouch called 
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I an aulmoniere, and in form like a modern reticule, 
depending from it on the left side. 

Green appears to have been the prevailing colour 
of this garment in the reign of John. We have the 
king's warrant for making two robes for the queen, 
each of them to consist of five ells of cloth, and one 
of them to be of green and the other of brunet. Du 
Cange cites a cotemporary register to prove that a 
green robe, lined with cendal, was estimated at sixty 
shillings ; and Matthew Paris, and other ancient his- 
torians, speaking of the flight of Longchamp, Bishop 
of Ely, state that he disguised himself in a woman's 
tunic of green, with a capa (the Norman mantle with 
a capuchon) of the same colour. 

State robes and mantles appear to have beer 
splendidly embroidered. The effigy of Eleanor 
queen of Henry II., exhibits a robe and mantle Co 
vered with golden crescents. We have just spoken o 
a similar one in the possession of her son, Richard I. 
Her crown, like that of her royal husband, hab 
been broken. Montfaucon's representation of it is 
therefore placed above the figure, but that of Queen 
Berengaria, which has escaped with less damage, 
would be perhaps the better guide for its restoration. 
Montfaucon's copies are lamentably incorrect. 

Pelisses {peliceSy pelissons), richly furred (whence 
their name), were worn in winter under the mantle 
or capa. King John orders a grey pelisson, with 
nine bars of fur, to be made for the queen. It ap- 
pears to have been a dress fitting close to the body. 
A garment called hliaut or bliaus, which appears to 
bave been only another name for the surcoat or super- 
tunic, as we find it worn also by knights over their 
armour, is also frequently mentioned as lined with 
fur for the winter*. The wimple is first mentioned 

* In this bliaus we may discover the modern French hhuse^ 
% tunic or smock-frock. 
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in the reigD of John. It appears to have been some 
times but aoolheT iiBme for the veil or kerchief, a( 
others a separate article ofatlire worn under the veil, 
as in the conventual costume lo this day, which is in 
all but colour the usual dress of the thirteenth century. 
The wimple, properly so called, wrapped round the 
head and the chin, and was bound on the forehead 
by a golden or jewelled fillet amongst Ihe wealthy, 
by a plain silken one amongHt the humbler classee. 
Wimples and fillets of silk were forbidden to the nuns, 
who wore them then, as now, of white linen. 

Short boots were worn, as well as shoes, by the 
ladies. King John orders lour pair of women's boots, 
one of them to be fretatiis de girii. embroidered 
with circles, and several instances occur of similarly 
embroidered boots at this period, but the robe was 
worn BO long that little but the tips of the toes are 
to he seen in the effigies or illuminations, and the 
colour of as much as is vjuible in the latter is gene- 
rally black. 

Gloves seem not to have been generally worn by 
ladies of the twelfth century. 



continued exceedingly sumptuous. The princely 
splendour of Becket occasioned the French rustics to 
exclaim, during his progress to Paris, " What a won- 
derful personage the King of England must be, if his 
(Chancellor can travel in such state I" and the ac- 
counts of his magnificence in that city are so extra- 
ordinary, that Lord Lyttlelon, in his History of Henry 
II., declares them to be incredible. The story ot 
Henry's struggle with Becket in the ojien street, when 
the monarch pulled the new scarlet capa, lined with 
rich furs, tifom the back of the priest, (o give to the 
shivering beggar beside him, is told by every his 
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torian ; but these are only notices of his secular gar- 
ments. In the sacred vestments of the clergy of this 
period, the principal novelty is the approach of the 
mitre to the form with which we are familiar. 



^::n3M»n5 




Mitres froiB the tomb of King John in Woroetter CathcdiaL 
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CHiPTBE VIIL 
REIQK OF HENRY III., A. D. 1216—1272. 




The Ion;; reign of Henry III. embraces the greater poi^ 
tion of the thirUenth century, but its costume is more 
remarkable for increase of splendour than tor altera- 
tion of form. MatthewParis, Ihemonkof St.Alban's, 
a fiiithful and coteniporary historian, and an eye~ 
witness of much ofthe pageantry he describes, repre- 
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6euts himself disgusted rather than pleased by tht 
excesuve foppery of the times. The effigy of 

THE KING, 

in his monument in the chapel of Edward the Con- 
fessor, at Westminster, represents him, as usual, in 
the royal robes ; but they are of the simplest de- 
scription, — a long and very full tunic and a mantle 
fastened by a fibula on the right shoulder, both devoid 
of ornament or border. The boots are, however, ex- 
ceedingly splendid, illustrating the expression freta- 
tU8 de auro, and each square of the fret containing a 
lion or leopard. When Henry conferred the honour 
x>f knighthood on William de Valence, a.d. 1247, he 
was arrayed in vestments of a newly-introduced and 
most magnificent material called cloth of BaldekinB ^, 
from its being manufactured at Baldeck, as Babylon 
was then called. According to Du Cange, it was 
a very rich silk woven with gold ' : on his head he 
wore a coronet or small circle of gold called in the 
language of thatiday a chaplet or garland. In an in- 
ventory of the jewels belonging to Henry, made in the 
last year of his reign, mention is made of five garlands 
of gold of Paris work, a large and precious crown, 
three other crowns enriched with gems, and an im- 
perial cap splendidly jewelled, and valued at five hun- 
dred marks. An order is extant for the making of 
robes of various colours fringed with gold, and one 
is especially commanded to be made of the best pur- 
ple-coloured samite (a rich silk), embroidered with 
three little leopards in front and three behind. This 
latter is called a quintis or cointise^ a name given to 
a peculiarly- fashioned gown or tunic of that day, but 
of which we have no satisfactory description. That 

' Matthew Paris, Hist. Ang. sub anno 1247. 
' Du Cange, in voce " Baldekms.*' 
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it was the cut ot the garment that distinguished it W9 
have proof, however^ in the lines of William de 
Lorris, whc^^ in his ' Roman de la Rose/ written at 
the close of this century, describing the dress of Mirth, 
says he was vested 

*' D*aiie robe mouli degaU^e 
Qui fat en maint lieu iaciss6e, 
£t decopp^e par cointUe.** 

Rom. de la BmCj L 839 

which is thus translated by Cnaucer :. — 

" Wrought was hb robe id strauoge gise^ 
And all to slytt^red for queintise, 
In many a. place lowe and hie." 

i. e. slytteredor slit all to pieces in a quaint or fanciful 
manner or for whim's sake ; quinte in French sig- 
nifying fancy, whim, caprice ; and quinteuXy quin- 
teuse^ fanciful, whimish, freakish. The scarf after- 
wards worn round the crest of the helmet was called a 
cointiset and as its edges were frequently jagged, it is 
not improbable that the robes or tunics with jagged 
borders and sleeves, expressly forbidden to certain 
classes as early as 1188, and frequently met with 
hereafter, may have obtained, on their first appear- 
ance, the appellation of coint.ses. 



THE NOBILITY 



N 



who attended at the marriage of the daughter o*' 
Henry III. to Alexander, K ing of Scotland, a. d. 1251» 
are also stated by Matthew Paris to have been attired 
'* in vestments of silk, commonly called cointises,'* on 
the day the ceremony was performed, but on the fol- 
lowing day they were laid aside, and new robes 
assumed. The materials for dress became more 
numerous and costly during this century. Velvet is 
mentioned under the I^atin name of viUosa, and the 
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French villuse or velours^, and a rich stuff manu- 
factured in the Cyclades, and therefore called cyclas 
or ciclaton*, gave its name to a garment like a 
dalmatica or super-tunic worn by both sexes. It was 
known in Germany as early as the year 1096, when 
Judith, daughter of the King of Bohemia, wore a 
cyclas embroidered or interwoven with gold; but 
we fiist hear of it in England at the coronation of 
Henry 111. and his queen, when the citizens who 
attended the ceremony wore cyclades worked with 
gold over vestments of silk. To the furs of sables, 
foxes, the we now find added those of ermines^ mar- 
tens, and squirrels, the vair and the minevair or 
miniver. Two mantles lined with ermine are ordered 
by Henry for his queen and himself, and Matthew 
Paris speaks of the doubled or lined garments for 
the winter belonging to the king and his courtiers. 

THE GENERAL MALE COBTUUE, 1216 1272, 

consists of the tunic, the cycles or cointise, girded or 
not, according to the fancy, chaussc&s or stockings, and 
drawers^ the latter are distinctly visible in this reign 
in consequence of the tunic being open in firont, 
sometimes as high as the waist^ for greater freedom 
In action. Mantles and cloaks are only seen in state or 
travelling dresses, and for the latter purpose we read 
of a garment called the super -totus or over-all, an 
improvement on the capa, being more ample, and 
having large sleeves as well as a capuchon. It is 
sometimes called bcUandrana, being latinized from the 
French balandraUy a cloak for foul weather, and 
under that name was forbidden to the monks of the 
order of St. Benedict, in common with other garments 
appertaining to the laity. The shoes and boots have 

^ Mat Psins i>^ Vita Abbatum, et Du Gauge in voce. 
^ Monacb. Pegavieasis, sub auno 1096. 



again become long-toed. They are eilher embroi- 
dered in chequers or frets, or painted blacli, according 
to the rank or sitaatioii of the wearer. The shoes of 
Mirth, in the ' Roman de la Rose,' are de.scribed aa 
" decoupp«s a lis," rendered by Chaucer, " decoped 
«nd witii lace," whereby we may either understand 
them cut or divided by lace into the frets aforesaid, 
or that they wer« open and taced up the side as we find 
them in the next century, Capuchons or cowls are 
worn Willi indented edges, round caps or bonnets and 
hats, not unlike the modern beaver ; but a white coif 
tied under the chin is most frequently seen upon the 
heads of persons hunting or on horseback, heralds, 
messengers, &c., who may have adopted il as more 

•mire in hard riding. 
When mentioning the herald, it may be as well 

■ remark, that he is as yet undistinguished by a 
talwrd, wearing only a small shield of arms at the 
girdle of his tunic. 

The hair is worn in flowh.g curls, but the face is in 
gieneral closely shaved. 

THE MILITARY HiBIT 

underwent several changes during this reign. Quilted 
and padded armour of silk, cloth, bnekram, or lea- 
ther, came still more into use, and from the peculiar 
work with which it was now ornamenled obtained 
name of pourpoint and counlerpoint. A com- 
plete suit, consisting of a sleeved tunic and chaussiis, 
IS frequently worn by the knights of this period be- 
neath the surcoat, which was considerably lengthened, 
and during this' reign first emblazoned with the arms 
of the wearer. The flat-ringed armour has neariy 
disappeared, and that composed of rings set up ed^- 
ways seems to have been the most generally worn 
mail of the thirteenth century. But during Henry* 
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Effiir 



rei^ a uew species was introduced from Asia, where 
it is Btill worn. This was the chain mul, and con- 
sisted of four rings connected by a fifth, all of which 
were so f&atened with rivets that they formed a com- 
plete garment of themselves without the leathern 
foundatioD ; and this shirt of chain was worn loose 
over the gambeson or aketon, beiog itself covered 
by the surcoat The capuchon and chauss^ were 
also made of interlaced rings, but the former is fre- 
quently separate from the tunic, and hangs over the 
surcoat ; and instances occur of an additional cap or 
coif vf mMl worn over the capuchon. Small plates 
of iron or steel were worn upon the shoulders, elbows. 
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and knees, called, accordiai^' to ttieir position, epau- 
liirei or poltyns, coulfi or couiks, and gaiouiUens, 
and wUh these additional defences commenced the 
last grand change that " cased in complete steel" the 
chivalry of Europe. 

The flat-topped cyliiidricul helmet of the reigns of 
Richard and John descended no lower than the ears, 
the face beinii; covered by the aventallle ; but in this 
reig^ it covered the whole heud and rested on ilie 
shoulders, and by degrees assumed a barrel form, 
bulging at the aides. These great helmets were only 
worn when in pusilive action, being too heavy and 
cumbrous for general use, and when forcibly turned 
found upon the shoulders by a vigorous stroke of a 
lance severely hurt the wearer. In the romance of 
* Lancelot du Lac,' the helmet of a hniglit is sdd to 
have been so turned thai the edges grazed his 
shoulders, and " ses armee cstoienl toutes ensang- 
lent&B." Apertures for sight and breathing were cut 
in ihem in the shape of a cross, to which was added 
sometimes a cluster of simple perforations. 

A convex plate of steel, so perforated, Is seen worn 
ns a simple mask by some warriors, being tied round 
the head over the capuchon of mail, with or without 
a helmet, and skitll-caps or chapeltes-de-ler, with or 
without nasals, are common amongst esquires, archers, 
n-at-oi 



; archers in Matthew Paris's lives of the two 
e represented in ringed hauberks, with sleeves 
Is of leather. 



The 

Offasu] 

to the elbow, over which e 

defended by four circulur iron plat 

The knight's shield is flaiier and slraight at top, 
and generally emblazoned. Round targets, fancifully 
ornamented, occur, and the martel-de-fer (a pointed 
' small pick-axe) was added to the ofiensive 
weapons, making; sad havoc with the various species 
of mail, breaking the links of chain and picking otF 
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4he scales and plutes, leuving fatal openings fortbe 
-passage of the sword and the lance. 

The rowelled spur is first seen od tlie great seal of 
Henry III., but it is not coinmoa before the reign oi 
Edward I. 




THE FEMALE COSTUME 

still consisted of the robe or crown with long light 
sleeves, over which was sometimes worn a super-tunic, 
surcoat, or cyclas, and for state occasions a mantle, 
all composed of the most magniHcent materials. The 
peptttm or veil, and the wimple, was frequently of 
gold tissue or richly embroidered aillc, and qicx ^to 



iQlly placed & diadem, circlet, or gu- 
a round bat nr cap, Isabel, the 



I 



sister of Henry 111., is described by Maltbew Paris 
Eis taking off her hat and her veil, in order that the 
people might see her face ; or it might be her gar- 
land or chaplet, as the golden circlet was called ; lot 
the word he uses is capelium, and the chaplet is 
coDtinuall; called ckapeau and chappd by the French 

" El »'»mie liii fit ciappeau 



In another part of the same poem we find a chaplet 
if roses worn over the garland of gold. 



" Ung rnappr/ de rose! (oul frais 
Eut deaaus le eAappel d'OrSnys," 

Cloth stockings embroidered with gold are amongst 
the articles of dress ordered by Henry III. for his 

In the ' Squier of Low Deg^ree,' a romance written 
towards the end of the thirteenth cenlury, tlie King of 
Hungary ia made thus to address his daughter • — 
"To-morrow ye ihall ynhuniingfm. 

And jede my diughtar in » ehire ; 

Yt shall he covered wilh veli'et red, 

And clolbesor fine gold all about jonr head; 

Wilh diDuak while and aiure blewe 

Well diappered wirh lilliea new; 

Yourmmlleof rjche degree. 

Purple paU and ermyue free." 

The word diaper is derived by some writers from 
" D'Ipres," i. e. " of Ypres," a town in Flanders, 
famous for its manufactory of rich stuffs and tine 
linen before the yeiir ISOO. Du Cange derives it 
from the Italian dioKprn, (he jasper, which it r 
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l)les in Its shifting lights ; ^bnt-'th^ first is by far the 
most plausible conjecture ; atid'Jthough we read of 
diapers of Antioch, it is only*bdcause Ypres having 
given its name to its peculiaF-^ fhaniifacture, any 
similar cloth received the same appellation. Thus we 
see in the lines above quoted, that the '^\dafn{i9k white 
and azure blewe" is to be well " diapperidmth lilies," 
that is to say, covered all over with a pattern of lilies, 
in the style of the cloth made at Ypres. In the same 
manner, Damascus itself having obtained a reputa- 
tion for its manufactures of ornamental stuffs ^d 
steel, to damask a sword blade, became a familiar' 
phrase, and damasks of Ypres might have been 
spoken of with as much propriety as diapers of Da- 
mascus or of Antioch. 

The fashion of wearing the hair was completely 
altered during this reign. The plaited tails were 
unbound, and the hair turned up behind, and con- 
fined in a net or caui of gold thread ; but the veil 
and wimple frequently prevent its being seen on the 
monumental effigies of this period. 

The richly embroidered 

GARMENTS OF THE CLERGY 

at this period occasioned Innocent IV. to exclaim, 
** O England, thou garden of delights, thou art truly 
an inexhaustible fountain of riches ! From thy 
abundance much mav be exacted !*' and he forthwith 
proceeded to exact as much as he could, by forward- 
ing bulls to several English prelates, enjoining them 
to send a certain quantity of such embroidered vest- 
ments to Rome for the use of the clergy there. 
Some of these sacerdotal habits were nearly covered 
with gold and precious stones, and others were ex- 
quisitely embroidered with figures of animals and 
flowers. The red hat is said to have been first given 



I ta tlie cardinals by Paps IriDoceut at the CouDcil of 
/ Lyons in 1243 ; a(i((4' according to De Curbio, they 
wore it for the first ^ii'tne in 1246, on occasion of an 
interview betweeo-tiie Pope and Louis IX. of France. 
It was uot flat, »s at present, but of the shape here 
represente^'-from a MS. of the commencement of the 
IburteenlJi century, tnarked, Royal MS. 16, G. 6. 




During this reign the two orders of friars ', the 
Dominicans, or preaching friars, and the Francbcans, 
or friars minors, were established in this country. St. 
Dominic founded his order in the year 1215, and 
the first Englishman that is recorded lo have become 
a Dominican nas the ecclesiastical physician, Jo- 
hannes ^gidius. Forty-three houses of this order 
were in time raised in England, where from their 
black cloak and capuchon they were popularly termed 
Black Friars. The Franciscans planted ihemselves 
at Canterbury in 1220, and at Northampton soon 
after. Their grey vestments obtained for them the 
additional name of Grey Friars. 



' From ft^res (broi 
■rry." Chio. 



Kinlon »d a 



REIGNS OF EDWAED I. AND II., 1272— IM(. 




EDWARD I., 1272—1307. 
Edwabd I., that cbivalric and temperate prince, nho, 
despite a ferocity which was perhaps the vice of hii 
*ge more than the bent of Wa nalwM Aw^tMi'MTO* 
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must be ranked as one of the iirealeat monarchs thai 
ever swajed the English sceptre, was as sim|ile ill Ilia 
dress as he was magiiiflceDt in his liberalities. Hi; 
never wore his crown after the day of his corouation, 
and preferred to the royal garments of purple the 
dress of a common citizen. Reing asked one day 
why he did not wear ri<:lier apparel, he answered, 
with the consciousness of real worth, that it was 
absurd to suppose he could be more estimable in fine 
than in simple clothing. Under such a king it is 
natural lo suppose that foppery could not flourish, 
and we therefore hear of no preposterous ^hions 
amongst the knights and nobles of his court. The 
shafts of SELlire are directed in this reign against the 
ladies only. 

There is no moniiinenlal elligy of Edward ; but on 
opening his tomb in Westminster Abbey, a.d. 1774, 
his corpse was discovered arrayed in a dalmatica or 
tunic of red silk damask, and a mantle of crimson 
satin fastened on the shoulder with a gilt buckle or 
clasp four inches in length, and decorated with imita- 
tive gems and pearls. The sceptre was in his hand, 
and a stole was crossed over his brcusl of ricli white 
tissue, studded with gilt quatrefoils in philagree-work, 
and embroidered with pearls in the shape of what 
are called true-lovers' knots. The gloves, it is pre- 
sumed, had perished, for the ornaments belonging 
lo the backs of them were found lying on tlie hands. 
The body from the knees downwards was wiapped 
in a piece of cloth of gold, which was not removed. 
The regal orimmeuts were all of metal gilt, and 
the stones and pearls false; a piece of economy 
unusual at this period. lu a fine MS. of this time, 
in the library of his Royal Highness the Uuke of 
Sussex, several figures in regal costume have a stole 
crossed on iheir breasts splendidly embroidered, and 
one of these we have selected for the engraving at 




CflltimD of Ihl doH of the ISth CFHIurj . from tk< I 
Wnunbiiiir.— Vid> p. lH-7. 
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were becomingly magnificent The long tunic and 
mantle, varied sometimes by the cyclas, and the 
bliaus composed of rich stufis' and lined with ermine 
and other costly fiirs, was the general costume of the 

'The richaluffcaUed"dolhoft«rs"is mentioned in ih is reign. 
It wu laliniled tartiau and larlarinni, and we read of dalma- 
ticu and tunio oF tlale-colour, and light blue cloth of lari em. 
braidered vilh branches and ijeianli ofgold. Vistlat. Tbcaau. 
- St Paul, Load, aub uieo ) \9b- 
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court Caps of various shapes, and a hat like the 
classical petasus slung behind lo be assumed at plea- 
sure, become frequent. (Vide fig. a, b, c, in the en- 
gravingfrom Ihe Tainted Chamber.) Buttons closely 
set from the wrist to the elbow appear about this 
time (vide fi°:ure on horseback), and in a MS. poem, 
certainly not later than the year 1300, particular 
mention is made of this fashion: — 

■' Hia robe was all ot gold beginnc. 
Well chrialike maked 1 undenunde; 
Boii^-n aiurd (aiure) evejilke >ne 
Pnm hi» riboti lo hii AaHde." 

MS. CoilOTt, Juiiui F. 

Gloves are more geiieraiiy worn by noblemen anil 
officers of state. Some are splendidly embroidered 



up Ihe sides (vitle fig. d, from the Painted Chamber) 
or round the tops. The hose are richiy fretted with 
gold and various coloured siJks (fig. e. Ibid.). 

The hair and beard are crisped and curled with 
great precision. 

Ou the investment of the young Prince of Wales, 
afterwards Edward II., wi^ the military belt ot 
knighthood, purple robes, fine linen garments, and 
mantles woven with gold were liberally distributed 
to hia young knight companions, who crowded in 
their gliltering dresses the gardens of the Temple, 
which were set apart for their recep^on, and received 
much injury in this novel service. 




Gailnlas Ck»e)i, EnMha 
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we have ftrst to notice the more general usage of 
the emblazoned surcoat. The cyclas, the bliaus, and 
the cointise, all worn over the shirt of mail as well as 
over the more peaceful tunic, were richly embroi- 
dered either with fanciful devices or the armorial 
bearings of the owner*. Towards the close of this 
reign those curious ornaments called ailettet, or little 
wings, from Iheir situation and appearance, are seen 
on the shoulders of knights either in battle or In the 
lists, but Ihey did not become general till the next 
reign. They were of various shapes ; sometimeB 
emblazoned like theaurcoat, shield, end banner, with 
the arms of the knight; sometimes plain or charged 
with a simple St. George's cross'. The barrel-shaped 
helmet is frequently surmounted by the heialdic crest, 
and this picturesque decoration becomes hencefor- 
ward a principal feature of the chivalric equipment*. 

' Rumsn de G«rin nud of Fercival de Oalois ; Bod Giuart, HiW. 
Fnoc.>iib»Dul3U4 

' Vide figure il ihe hesd of this set 
merly in Gorteslon Church, Suffolii, i 
MonumenUl EBigiea. It is quite u( the cluse of Ihe reign at 
bldwurd I. 

* In a MS. of this period (L'Hisloira de I'Aucien Motide), 
pranerved in the librscy of his Royal HighnHs ihe Duke of 
Suisex, and before quoted, some of ihese helmeU appeu to be 



■ bratt Ibr- 
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il,p.l09)!». 

iUuiniTiBiiDn, ii can icvuelx be Hiell ■ cresi, and is IberefaR 
remirkible as an instance of the feather being worn as a KimplB 
decDialion io Ihe helrael earlier than Ihe gfteeolh century. Il 
Fcrtainiy was not a cuslom or fashion in Euglaad previous to 
ihe reign of Henry V., or in the innumerable iliuminatiaDi of 
the thirleenlh and fouMeenlh ceuiuries frequeul instances must 
have rjccurred. In Ihe pteaeni ca^e, as the hislnrj lemirnalee 
with t>B reign at Mllhridalc^, and its embeUishnients reprennt 




Mllllvj ntane, toDp. Edward I., rna • U3. in tka libnij of R. B. R 

1^ tup uf the helmet iaclines to a cone in some 

•L. .1.^, of Palyoicea, Thueiu, tbe AmiioDi, Ac. Ac, tha 

' I of tha dUhtr might have been in onuauil stretch of 

illuminatar, aDgguted by the mention of the plumed 



baej ie the illuminatar, ai 
belneti ol Ihe hemic tgw. 



no 
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inaUDces; and the front, seen in pnilile, presents 
almost an angular ap^fearance. Skull-capa, or chapels- 
de-fer, both spherical and conical, the latler the 
prototype of the batcinet, and indeed already su 
called, are worn over the mail-coif, and commonly 
with the nasal, which disappears after this reign. 




The mail gloves of the hauberk are now divided 
into separate fingers and leathern gauntlets appear 
reaching htg'her than the wnst but not yet plated. 

The shield is now sometimes flat and neaiiy triao- 
gular or heater shaped sometimes peap-shsiml 
and Mmi-CTlindncal 
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From the Painted Chamber at Wastminater. 

The lance has lost its gonfanon ; and the pennon^ 
vih'ich resembles it in its swallow-tailed form, but 
longer and broader, becomes a military ensign, and is 
generally charged with the crest, badge, or war-cry of 
the knight ; his arms being emblazoned on the ban- 
ner, which is in shape a parallelogram. Vide en- 
gravings, pages 109, 110. 

Edward I. had banners embkiEoncd with the 
arms of Enghind, gules, three lions passant regar- 
dant ; of St George, argent, a cross gules ; of St. 
Edmund, azure, three crowns Or; and of St. 
Edward the Confessor^ azure, a cross fleury between 
six martlets Or. 

In the old French poem on the siege of Karlaveroc, 
by Edward I., a. d. 1300, the author, speaking of 
the array of English knights, suys, 

' La (mt meinte ricbe fmrnein«iit 
Borck sur cendeaus et samu^ 
M^int beau penon ei) lance uiai 
Mciot haiier^ deployed" 

Cattom MS. CW^kAi, a. Itt. 
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Tbtn hive Ihiy many rich Drnomcnti 



^ 



And he forthwith enumerates the knights and ibeii 
separate cote armures with laudable minuteness. 




in thi PaiiUd OkBmbn' 



Thefalckmu a peculiarly shaped broad-bladed 
sword; the esfoc, a small stabbing sword; the ane- 
lace or anelas, a hroad dagger tapering to a very fine 
point ; and the coulel or cullelas (whence cttUass}, 
a military knife, are added to the offensive weapons. 
The mace also first appears in illuminations, though 
it may have been introduced during the earlier cm- 
Hades, as it is evidently of oriental origin. 

THE FEMALE COSTUUE 

of Ibis period has been severely saUri zed by cotem- 
porary writers, as we have already remarked, and we 
are inclined to think unjustly so ; for, in nearly all 
the illuminations of this reign it appears elegantly 
simple, particularly when compared with that of 
the reign of Ruftts, the tasteless and estravagwit 
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feshiqus of which certainly provoked and deserved 
both ridicule and reprobation. 

The authors of the famous ' Roman de la Rose/ 
William de Lorris, who died in 1260, and John de 
M«un, his continuator, who finished the poem about 
the year 1304, are amongst the most bitter of these 
satirists, particularly the latter, who, it has been 
ackqowledged, extended his sarcasms beyond the 
bounds of truth and decency. It is true that they were 
both Frenchmen, and that their philippic is directed 
against their own countrywomen ; but the same style 
of costume was generally prevalent at the same 
period throughout Europe, and England then, as 
now, adopted the most whimsical fashions of her 
continental neighbours. A double marriage in the 
year 1298 contributed also, not a little, to the intro- 
duction of French fashions ; Edward I. marrying the 
sister, and his son, the Prince of Wales, the daughter 
of Philip IV. of France^ surnamed Le Bel. The 
ladies of the reign of Edward I. appear in the robe 
or kirtle *, made high in the neck, with long tight 
sleeves, and a train, over which is generally seen 
another vestment, thesurcoat, super-tunic, or cyclasS 
without sleeves, but as long in the skirt as the gown 
itself, and sometimes held up by one hand to keep it 
out of the way of the feet. To these two garments 
are added, as occasion may require, tlie mantle, fast- 

• 

* vide p. 117, where the kirtle and mande are alone mentioned. 

* The sosquenie, surquayne, or suckeney was au exterior gar* 
menl at this period. William de Lorris says It is the handsomest 
dress a woman can wear : — 

" Nulle robet n'est si belle, 
A dame ne k damotselle; 
Femme est plus cointe et plus mignotte. 
En aurquayne que en cotte.*' 

Chaucer translates << surquayne," <* rocketle;** but no dress lik« a 
roekei is seen upon female figures of thb reigB. SousqwrniHe ' 
■till French for a coachman or groom's frock. 
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enedon the Bhuulders by cords and tassels. Indeed 
the efRgy or Avelitie, Coutiiess of Lancaster, given 
in the last chapter, presents very nearly ihe costume 
of this reign ; it being quite of the close of that of 
Henry HI. *. d. 1869. The effigy of Eleanor, 
queen of Edward I., is remarkabie for its sim- 
plicity, and the absence of any kind of head-tire ; 
her hair streaming naturally upon her shoulders 
from under the regal diadem. But in lllumiDa- 
tions of this period, the hair of married ladies and 
noble dames is generally gathered up behind into 
a caul of golden networkj over which is worn the 
peplua or veil, and sometimes upon that a round 
low-crowned caap ; while the younger females are 
depicted with flowing ringk-ts, bound by a simple 
garland, or fillets of gold or silk, or by the still more 
becoming chaplet of real flowers. The authors of 
the ' Roman de la Rose mention all these articles of 
apparel, and thereby confirm the authenticity of the 
illuminations, while they fail in proving their charges 
of folly and estravi^once, eicept perhaps in two 
points ; the first being the unnecessary length of 
the trains, in allusion to which the satirist advises 
the ladies, if their legs be not handsome, por their 
feet small and delicate, to wear long robes truling 
on the pavement to hide them ; those, on the con- 
trary, who have pretty feet are counselled to elevate 
their robes, as if for air and convenience, that all who 
are passing by may see and admire them. And ano- 
ther poet of the thirteenth century compares the ladies 
of his day to peacocks and magpies ; " for the pies,'* 
says he, " naturally bear feathers of various colours ; 
BO the ladies delight in strange habits and diversity 
of ornaments. The pies have long t^la that trail in 
the dirt; so that the ladies make their tails a thon- 
sand times longer than tho.se of peacocks and pies.' 
Tlie second rational complaml is againsl a very ugly 



■pecies of wimple called a gor^t, which aj^ars 
■bout this time. John de Meun describes it as 




FiBilaof lti«nigBofEdiisrdl. with tbarorniud Iwi Iniliiig nba. 



wrapped two or three limes round the neck, and 
then being fastened with a great quantity of pina, it 
was raised on either side the face as high as the ears. 
** Par Diea /" esclaims the poet ; " I have often 
thought in my heart when I have seen a lady so 
closely Ued up, that her neckcloth was nailed to her 
chin, or that she had the pins hooked into her flesh ;" 
and certainly he is so far correct, as the reader will 
acknowledge, on referring to the annexed figure from 
an illumination of this date. But, unless it be to the 
projecUons of the goi^t on each side that he alludes, 
we are at a loss to discover what he means by their 
hoods being thrown back, and their horns advanced 
as if to wound the men, and propped up by gibbets 
or brackets. Strutt applies these observations to the 
horned head-dress, so frequently met ^v\\\ Sn VaAst 



r 
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illuDiiiialioDs, but there is not the slightest indicatioi 
of such a feshioii prevailing at this time in any MS. 
(ve have inspected; and though tnany of the head- 
dresses are far from becoming, they do not, in our 
eyes, at all bear out the remarks of the satirist. Some 
evanescent caprice may, however, have provoked the 
simile, but it has not been handed down to us bj tha 



1 
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Of ornaments, we have a long list runiisbed us by 
the same authors ; but unless they were worn by 
persons who could not aft'ord such splendour, we 
perceive nothing in the articles themselves to carp al- 
Jewels, buckles of gold, rings, earrings, and chaplets 
of fresh flowers, or goldsmith's work i ' ' 
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them, are very natural and elegant ornaments for a 
female, and to carry the worth of one hundred pounds 
in gold and silver upon the head is only a reproach 
where it is incompatible with the circumstances of 
the wearer. The golden net-caul, termed cregtine^ 
creUm^ crespine^ crespinette, was an elegant addition 
to the female costume of this period, and formed for 
the two next centuries an important article of a lady's 
wardrobe. 

The injurious practice of tight lacing we have 
already discovered in existence during the reign of 
Rufus or Henry I. ; and, in a MS. copy of the * Lay 
of Syr Launfal,' written about the year 1300, we 
have the following description of two damsels whom 
the knight unexpectedly meets in a forest :— - 

^ Their kirtles were of Inde sendel, 

Y-iaced smallyjolyfy and wetty 

There might none gayer go ; 

Their mantels were of green velvet, 

Y-bordered with gold right well y-«ette, 

Y-pellured with gris and gros ; 

Their heads were dight well withal, 

Everich had on a jolyf coronal, 

With sixty gems and mo 
« * * * 

Their kerchiefs were well schyre, 
Arrayed with rich gold wyre." 

The second line in the French original is still stronger ; 
they are said to have been Lades mouU estrdtementt 
" very straitly or tightly laced." The Lady Triamore, 
in the same romance, is also described as 

*' Clad in purple pall, 
With gentyll body and middle small." . 

And, in another poem, we read of a lady with a 
splendid girdle of beaten gold, embellished with 
emeralds and rubies, " about her middle small.'* 
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By the first tjuotalion ne p«rceive also that tba 
kirtle was at this lime an exterior garment, libe the 
robe Of gown, if not, indeed, another Icrm for the 
same thing. " Inde sendel" may mean either Indian 
frilk ov light blue silk ; the words Inde and Pers being 
frequently used to expresB thai colour. Sarcenet or 
nataeennet, from its Saraceuic or orieolaL origin, was 
known alioiit this period. Tbe robe of Largesse or 
Lilierality, in ' the Roman de la Rose,' is said to 
have been 

" boBiio ol bells, 



velle, 



.e 1172. 



D'un jjoiirpre Sarraxine, 

Gauze, latinized gazzahim, and thought to have 
derived its name from being manufactured at Gaza, 
iu Palestine, Drunetta or liumella. and several other 
fine and delicate stufls, are mentioned by writers oi' 
this reign'. Tartan, in French tyretaine, in Latin 
tiretanw, was a fine wooUeii cloth much nsed for 
ladies' robes, and generally of a scarlet colour*. 
Julin lie Meun speaks of 

" Robbea faitpi pmr grand detiaBB, 



Desc 



o visible alteration in the 



There is 



The initial letter of Edward's name iu a MS. of hii 
reign furnishes us with the appearance of an arch- 

1 BruDetlarn nignm, gaizaium, et slium quenicumque p»iino» 
DOIahiliterdflliotum iDterdicioius uaiiersi. Concil. BudDUse,anD(i 
1279, cap. ei. 

' Prom Khenee, probably, ita name, the lient or colour of Tyrtf 
tcarlal being indlflcnnlly used for purple by tbe early 
..J :-' -j:-~ >' aU ibe Efadalioiis of colours formed by - 
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buhop ia his official vestments. The mitre bas very 
Bcari; ita nwdem rnrm *. 
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THE DRBSB OF THE COHHONALTT 

also remains as in the last century, or indeed as from 
the time or the Conquest, with the addition of th« 

*A rich LTid curiously wrought alufl', edited chsckeratui^ wu 
woraat Ihis period by Ihe superior clergy (capacum nodolis check- 
erttm mbtilii opena facta de cuut& episcopi PdIcohIs. Visit. 
Ttaenuri, S. Pauli, Lond. a. o. 1295); and marUe ehlh, a Ihick 
~ Dufaclured of party-colouiBii won 



•dorneJ with 6gurei of'inimals aad other 
laioed puiem from which >t derived its name, 
!■ tii» Bune account, "Tunica de quodam piano 
MM Mtia et grironlbus." 
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bliaus or blouse (tlie smock-rrock of the present da^), 
made generally of canvas or fu.stian, and worn by 
both Rexes. Runiet, birru» ot burreaii, cordetum, 
and MLTcUis, are also quoted by the indefatigable 
Strutt, as coarse woollen cloths used for the gBrments 
of the lower orders during the thirteenth century. 
Cowls, with points or tails to them, are worn more 
than caps, and the blacksmith has already his brown 
leathern apron, with the square bib lo it, as worn 
by his brother crafltimen to this hour. 



BOWAKD M., 1307—13-27. 

The twentytwjubiesome years of the reign of Ed- 
ward II. were remarkable for the increase of luxury 
in proportion to the decline of honour and virtue. 
Excitedbythe example of the profligate and presump- 
tuous Gavestou, "the esquire endearoured to out- 
shine the knight, :i?e knight the baron, the baron the 
earl, and the earl the king himself, in the richness of 
his apparel;" and towards the latter end of this reign 
we begin to discover the party-coloured, strait, and 
shortened habits worn in the reign of Edward III., 
and the long tippets or streamers at the elbows of 
them. The sleeves of the dahnatica, on the efligy in 
p. 121, are so terminated. The capuchon, instead of 
being worn as a cowl, was sonielimes twisted into a 
foncifnl form and placed upon the top of the head 
like a modern toque, or «imply folded and balanced 
upon it, as the women of the Pays de Basque wear 
it in summer to this day, the former fashion being 
an approach to the chaperon of the following rtrigns. 
The beard of the king is carefully curled, and his 
hair, cut square on the forehead, hangs in wavy 
ringlets below his ears. Amongst other indigniUea 
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Mid V> have been heaped upon this miserable monarch, 
onr readers will lemember the traditioaary story or the 
shaving of his cherished beard with cold and dirty 
water by the road-side on his way to Carnarvon Casde. 
Beai^s were worn apparently by persons in years, 
great officers of state, and knights templars, but not 
generally ; for Peter Anger, valet to Edward II., 
when setting out on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 
obtained letters of safe conduct from the king, be- 
cause, having vowed not to shave his beard, he was 
afraid he should be taken for a knight temptar, and 
consequently in&ulled ; the persecution and suppres- 
sion of that renowned order having commenced nl 
tiiis period. 
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nt.n, fnmi iibn»l>HlTii<FrCh>ic< 



of this period is generally recognized by u greater 
adniisture of plate with l!ie chain. The hauberk 
and chauss^s arc now nearly covered with wrought 
iron. Brassarts connect the shoulder with the etbow- 
pieces, and avant-bras or Tsmt-braces defend the arm 
trom the latter to Ibe wri.st. Greaven of one plate 
protect the fore-part of the leg, and on the breast are 
fastened sometimes oiie, sometimes two round plates, 
called mamalieres from their position, to which are 
appended chains, attached at the other end, one to 
the sword-hilt and the other Ui the helmet, which at 
the moment' of action was placed over the coif de 
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mailles or the hascinet, which latter appears in this 
reign in a more important shape, without the nasal, and 
occasionally with a moveable visor, which renders the 
helmet unnecessary. The fiat-topped, barrel«shaped 
helmet seems to have been abandoned about this 
period , and that important piece of armour, which at 
the close of Edward's reign had been tending towards 
the conical, now assumed the sugar4oaf or egg^like 
form. The conical-topped helmet, with the angular 
drojection in front, outlived the new fashion, however, 
as we shall find in the next reign. It was still sur- 
mounted with the heraldic crest or the fan-shaped or- 
nament of the reign of Henry III., or a scarf called 
the cointLse was tied to a ring at the top of it, and 
sometimes the cointise was attached to the crest it8el£ 
The ailettes were more generally worn, and a neck- 
guard of chain was added to the bascinet and called 
the camail, either corrupted from cap-mail, or from 
its resembling the lower part of the capuchon, com- 
monly worn by all classes, but which among tlie 
higher ranks was made of camel's-hair, and therefore 
termed camelin by the French, and camdotum by 
the Latin- writers, from whence our word camlet, 
afterwards applied to an inferior stuff made in 
imitation of it^^. At this period camlet is always 
ranked with silk, satin, velvet, and tlie richest mate- 
rials. 

The cyclas or surcoat is sometimes considerably 
shorter in front than behind. Vide fig. a in the 
engraving, p. 122. 

The shield is triangular or pear-shaped^ some- 
times flat, sometimes semi-cylindrical. To the offen* 
sive weapons were added about this time the scimitar^ 

*® The latter derivation is given according to Sir Samuel Mey« 
rick. Mr. Kempe, ia his introduction to Stothard's Monumental 
Efi&gies^ deduces the term camail from cap-mail. W« know of oo 
cotemporary authority for either derivation. 
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borrowed from the Turks, aDd a sort of pole- 
calltitl the godendu or godendac. 

The falcaslnim, & sort of bill or gigarme, is re- 
commended Tor sea-lights, and described as a ac;lhe 
firmly fixed lo a very long- spear. This shape wa» 
afterwards preserved, in the double-bladed weapon 
formed of one piece of iron and called the guis arm Ci 
down to the close of the flneenth century, alkr the 
ancient weapon of that name mentioned by Robejt 
Waceas early as the time of Henry II, 

THE FEMALE COSTUME 

appears to have undergone no particular alteration ; 
the ugly gorget is still occaaionaliy worn, vide p. 125 j 
but the head is perhaps more generally uncovered ia 
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this reign than in the laet ; and ia one inanuKript <h 
this date (SItwDe Collect. 346), we perci;ive the hair 
ornamented with fret-work in a very peculiar style. 
Vide fig. a. The coverchief, or a capuctipn like that 
(ri'the men, ia twialed fanta-stically and placed oo the 
top of the head (fig. c). The apron U seen upon & 
female figure of this date (tig, b). It is afterwards 
Bientioued by Chaucer as the Ixume, or lap-chth. 




afShrppcr. 



IHE £CCLB9tASTICAL COBTDHK 

presents no variation, but 

LBOAL PER30NAOEB 

begin now to Ite distinguished by their habits. 
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Lawyers were originally priests, and of course wore 
the tonsure ; but when the clergy were forbidden to 
intermeddle with secular affairs, the lay lawyers con- 
tinued the practice of shaving the head, and wore the 
coif for distinction- sake. It was at first made of 
linen, and afterwards of white silk. The serjeant-at 
law's habit anciently was a long priest-like robe, lined 
with fur, and a white linen coif. Judges wear caps 
and capes of fur. Vide plates 80 and SI, in 2d vol* 
of Strutt's ' Dress and Habits.' 



Chapisr X. 
REIGN OF EDWARD III., A.D. 1327—137?. 




The reign of Edward III. is one nf the most im- 
portant eras in the History of Costume. Tbe com- 
plete changes that take place in every habit, civil or 



^M I2S BRITISH COSTUMB. I 

^^ military, render its efSgies and illuminations more 1 



^ 
I 



distinctly conspicuous than those perhaps ul' any other 
period, from the Conquest to the days of Elizabeth. 
The effigy of this great monarch is remarkable for its 
noble BJmplicity. The number of the royal vestments 
does not exceed that of his predecessors, but their 
form is rather diflerent. The dalmatica is lower in 
the neck and shorter iu the sleeves than the under 
tunic, and the sleeves of the latter come lower than 
the wrist, and are decorated by a closely-set row of 
very small buttons, the continuation of a fashion of 
the reign of Edward I. His shoes or busklna are 
richly embroidered, and his hair and beard are 
patriarchal. He bears the remains of a sceptre in 
each hand ; ihe crown has been removed or lost 
from the effigy. 
The habits of 



in general were by no means so simple. The lon^ 
robes and tunica of the precedinf^ reigns vanished 
altogether, and a c1ose>fitting body garment, called 
a cote-hardie. buttoned all the way down the front, 
and reaching to the middle of the thigh, became 
the prevailing dress of the hig:her classes. It 
was sometimes magnificently embroidered, and the 
splendid military belt was worn by every knight, 
buckled across the hips over this new and peculinr 
garmenl. Prom the sleeves of this cole, which some* 
limes only descended to the elbow (discovering the 
sleeves of an under vest or doublet, buttoned from 
thence to the wrist), depended long slips of cloth, 

rally painted white in the illuminations, which 
called lippeU, and over this dress was worn 

sion&lly a mantle, exceedingly long, aud fastened 
by four or five large buttons upon the right slioulder 
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ho that when suffered to hang loose it CQvered the 
woarer entirely to the feet ; but the front part being 
thrown back over the left shoulder, it hung in folds 
behind, and formed a sort of cope upon the breast, as 
may be seen in the effigy of William of Hatfield, son 
of Edward III., at the head of this chapter. His 
mantle, it will be perceived, is cut at the edges into 
the form of leaves, a fashion very prevalent at this 
period, and which we first noticed as early as the 
reign of Henry II. 

The frequent tournaments and pageants of thiift 
period, as Mr. Strutt observes, contributed not a 
little to promote the succession of new fashions. 
The knights, who attended them from all parts of 
Europe, were usually decorated with some quaint 
device suggested by gallantry, and endeavoured to 
outstrip each other in brilliancy of appearance ^ In 
a wardrobe roll of this reign, orders are given for a 
jupon of blue tartan, powdered with blue garters de- 
corated with buckles and pendents of silver-gilt ; 
also for a doublet of linen, having round the skirts 
and sleeves a border of long green cloth embroidered 
with clouds and vine branches of gold, and this 
motto dictated by the king,-** It is as it is." Upon 

. ' Many foreign fashions were intrudiiced by the foreign knights 
assembled at the round table at Windsor, in the nineteenth year of 
Edward's reign. ''The Englishmen haunted so' much unto the foly 
of strangers," says Dowglas, the mouk of Glastonbury, ''that every 
year they changed them in diverse shapes and disguisins^ of cloth- 
ing, now long, now large, now wide, now strait^ and every day 
( lothingges new and destitute and devest from all honesty of old 
arraye or good usage ; and another time to short clothes, and so 
strait waisted, with full sleeves and tapetes (tippets) of surcoats, 
and hodei, aver long and large, all so nagged (jagged) and knib oa 
«verv side, and all so shattered, and also buttoned, that I with trutJl 
shall say, they seem more like to tormentors or devils in their cloth* 
ing, ana also in their shoying (shoeing) and other ariayi than theji 
leemed to be like men.*' MS. Harleian Collect. 
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in Hie thirly-Beveiith year of this reign, a.d. 1363, 
the Commons exhibited a CDmplaiiit In Parlinment 
Bgaioel the general usage of expensive apj>arel aot 
uited eitlier to the degree or income of tiie people; 
and an act was pasiied by whicti the ibllQwing regu- 
latioBs were insisted upon ; — 

Furs of ermi[ie and lettice, and embellishments of 
pearls, excepting for a head-dress, were strictly for- 
bidden to any but the royal family, and nobles p<»- 
aessing upwards of one thousand pounds per annum. 

Cloths of gold and silver, and habits embroidered 
with jewellery, lined with pure miniver and other ex- 
pensive furs, vrere permitted only to knights and ladies 
whost! incomes exceeded four hundred marks yearly. 

Knights whose income eseeeded two huadred 
marks, or sijuires possessing two hundred pounds in 
lands or tenements, were permitted to wear cloth uf 
silver, with ribands, girdles, &c. reasonably embel- 
lished with silver, and woollen cluth, of the value of 
six marks the whole piece; but all persons under rhe 
rank of knighthood, or of less property than tlie last 
mentioned, were confined to the use of cloth not ex- 
ceeding four marks the whole piece, and wer« pro- 
hibited wearing silks and embroidered garments of 
any sort, or embellishing their apparel with any kind 
of ornaments of gold, silver, or jewellery, Hings, 
buckles, ouches, girdles, and ribands, were all for- 
bidden decorations to them, and the penalty anneied 
to Ihe infringement of this statute was the IbrfeituK 
of the dress or ornament so made or worn. 

'File ScoLs had a rhyme about this period which 
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" Long beirds hertiless ^ 
Peynted hoods witless, 
Gay cotes graceless, 
Maketh Englonde thriftless V 

And we accordingly find the beard worn long an i 
pointed ; and capuchons, with long peaks, tails or 
tippets, as they were called, hanging behind, and 
closely buttoned up to the chin in front. The ** gay 
cotes graceless" are the splendidly embroidered cote- 
hardies already described, and which it was considered 
by the graver and older nobility as foppish and de- 
grading to wear. 

Caps of several shapes continue to be worn, and 
the knight's chapeau is frequently met with in nearly 
its present heraldic form ; but one of the most im- 
portant novelties in civil costume is the occasional 
appearance of feathers — or rather a feather — for it is 
always single, and generally worn upright in front of 
the bonnet or cap. Beaver hats are spoken of about 
this time. They were probably manufactured in 
Flanders, and these caps and hats were frequently 
worn over the capuchon. 

The golden chaplets or fillets round the heads of 
princes or princesses of the blood royal begin to be 
surmounted with pearls or leaves about this period, 
and assume the form of coronets, but without uni- 
formity of pattern to distinguish the particular rank. 
Vide effigies of John of Eltham, Earl of Cornwall 
son of Edward II. ; Edward the Black Prince ; Wil 
liam of Hatfield ; Blanch de la Tour, &c. 

' These stanzas were fastened on the door of St. Peter*s Church 
mt Stangate, and a writer in a MS. chronicle adds, *' for al that 
tyme the Englishemen were clothed all in cootes and hoodet 
peynted (painted) with letters and flowers, aud semely with long 
beardes ;*' but '* peynted" may also mean pointed or peaked, • 
peculiar feature of the capuchon at this pe«'>.od. 
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THE H&BITB OF THE LADIES 

of this reignnere exceedingly Humplunus ildiI e 
gant, " passing the men in all manner oCarraies ana 
curious clothiDg' ;" and several distinct fashions appear 
to have existed at ilie same period. One consisted 
of the gown or kirlle, with tight sleeves, sometimeB 
reaching to the wrist, Hometimes only to the elbow, 
and, in the Jaltercase, with the same pendent streameni 
or tippets attached to ihem, that we have noticed in 
Ifae dress of the other sex. The gown was cut rather 
lower in the neck, fitted remarkably close to lh« 
waist*, niid was occasionally worn so long, not only 

* "The; wercd luch strait clatho," nji Itae Uonk of GlaUoi^ 
bury, "thMlhejhul long liii-laili aewed wllhin their girmenlt Id 
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in the train but in front, as to be necessarily held up 
when walking. 

Another, and newer fashion, was the wearing ot 
a sort of spencer, jacket, or waistcoat, for it resembles 
either, or rather all three, faced and bordered with 
furs, according to the rank of the wearer. It has 
sometimes sleeves reaching to the wrist, at others it 
seems to be little more than the skeleton, if we may 
so speak, of a garment, with long and full skirts, 
wanting sides as well as sleeves, or at least the arm- 
holes cut so large that the girdle of the kirtle worn 
under it is visible at the hips^ 

The cote-hardie was also worn by the ladies In this 
reign, buttoned down the front like that of the men, 
sometimes with tippets at the elbows, and there is 
an appearance of pockets in some of the illumina- 
tions of this period. Vide fig. a, at the head of this 
sectiou. 

In the vision of Pierce Ploughman, written, it is 
supposed, about 1350, the poet speaks of a woman 
ricniy clothed, her garments purpled, faced, or 
trimmed with fine furs, her robe of a scarlet colour in 
grain, and splendidly adorned with ribands of red 
gold, interspersed with precious stones of great value. 
Her head-tire, he says, he has not time to describe, 
but she wore a crown th|it even the king had no 
better. Her fingers were all embellished with rings 
of gold, set with diamonds, rubies, and sapphires, and 
also with oriental stones or amulets to prevent any 
venomous infection. At the tournaments and public 
shows the ladies rode in party-coloured tunics, one 

holde them forth ;*' upon the principle, indeed, of a much sati- 
rized modem accessory, as the holy father tells us in no very equi- 
vocal language. 

* The effigy of Blanch de la Tour, daughter of Edward III., 
deceased 1340, affords us a good specimen of this sideless gar 
VMBt. Vide fig. bf at the bead of this section. 
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half being of one colour and the other half of another, 
with short hoods and liripipes (the king tails or 
tippets of the hoods) wrapped about their heads like 
chorda. 

Their ^rdles were hErndsomely omamenled with 
gold and silver, and the; wore smalt swords, "com- 
monly called daggers," before them in pouches, and 
thus habited they were mounted on the finest horses 
that could be procured, and ornamented with the 
richest furniture. 

By "short hoods" we should have presumed those 
were meant of which ne have given a representation 
and description in the last reign — thai is to say, the 
capuchon tnisted up in a fantastic form, and placed 
lightly upon the top of the head ; hut the Uripipe 
or tippet, being bound about the head like a chonl, 
brings to our recollection the figure of Charles le 
Bon, Count iif Flanders, engraved in Montfaucon's 
Monarehie Fran^aise, who wears the capuchon of this 
period without the cape on the shoulders.and the tippel 
tied about his head precisely as described above. 




The fashion of wearing daggers stuck through 
pouches becimie very general amongst knights and 
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gentlemen about this period ; and we may tberefora 
fairly preHume, that the ladies thea, as now, afiectol 
male attire in their riding habits, with peculiar al- 
terations, caprices of their own, which were in turn 
ea^rly caught at and imitated b; the fops and gal- 
lants of the day". 

The spkndid embroidery of this period is well re- 
presented on the brasses at Lynn in Norfolk, dated 
1343, 1S64. engraved in Mr. Cotmaa's fine collection 
of monumental brasses. 




in Richard II.'i 
"iheir hooda ire lillle, tied under ths chin, Rnd 
buUaud tiiclAe tunMn':" Vide p*£e l&3of thii work. 



of this reign present several striking iioveltiea. The 
improved visoredbascinet and camail, worn always For 
war (vide ti^. b), the crested helmet being reserved 
for the iiste. The magnificent jupon, emblazoned 
with the wearer's arms, or richly and fancirully em* 
broidered — its constant and sumptuous companion 
the mililary belt — the casing ol" the bndy ho nearly 
in complete steel, that plate armour may be said to 
commence from this period — are all unequivocal tes- 
timonies of the chivalric spirit of the age, and the 
splendour with which it was considered incumbent 
and politic to invest the honourable profeEsion of 
arms. The earliest militaiy elfigies orihis reign still 
exhibit the cyclus shorter in front than behind, or the 
BurcDBt with indented borders. Tlie effigy of Sir 
Oliver Ingham aSbrds us si good specimen of the 
mixed armour at the cororoencement of this reign, 
and that of the Black Prince a splendid one of the 
plate armour at its close. To the latter effigy, how- 
ever, we have preferred for illustration the initial letter 
of the grant of the Duchy of Aquitaine, by Ed- 
ward III. to the IJlack Prince, as the costume is the 
same, with (he addition of pourpoint over the cuisaes 
or thigh pieces, a very prevalent fashion during this 
and the follomng reign. 

The principal causes of the adoption of plate armour 
were, according to Sir S. Meyrick, the excessive 
weight of the chain mail, with its accompanying gar- 
ments. Indeed it was so great that the knights 
sometimes sank under it, S'lQbcated with the heat, as 
well as the burden, The new steel-t>ack and breast- 
plate enabled the wearer to dispense with thehaufwrk 
ftnd the plastron, and the jupon was a much lighter 
and less cumbrous garment than either the surcoal 
or cyclaa Besides, if of well tempered metal Ui 
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plate could not be pierced or puahed into the body 
of the knig;ht, as tbi. bauberk was apt to be if the 
gambeson or backeton was imperfect underneath, the 
breast only huvingf at that time the additional pro- 
tection of a steel plate. 



This great improvement was of Italian origin. The 
PlorenUne annals give the year 1315 as tbeda.\Kut^ 



I 



new regulation in armour, by which every hc)rscm» 
who went to battle was to have his lielmet, breast- 
plate, gauntlets, cuisses and jambes, all of iron, a pre- 
caution taken on account ol' Che disadvantage which 
■heir cavalry had suffered from their light armour at 
the battle ot'Catina, so that what was adopted by them 
lo supply a deficiency was assumed by the soldiers of 
Northern Europe as a relief from their superabun- 
douce of defensive armour. 

The varbus pieces for the iimbs, worn during this 
reign, veere the braisarln, demi-hrassarU. and vant or 
fambraces for the arms ; the cuissarU or cuisien for 
Ihc thighs, and the greaves or jambs (steel boots) for 
the legs, with Kollerets of over-lapping plates for the 
feet. The backs of the leathern gauntlets were also 
furnished with overlapping plates, and the knuckles 
armed with knobs or spikes of iron, called gads or 
gadlingi, the tops from the wrist being of steel and 
lined with velvet In a trial by combat adjudged 
between John de Viscopti and Sir Thomas de la 
Marche, fought Vefure Edward 111. in close lists, at 
WestmlDster, Sir Thunms de la Marche gained the 
advantage bj striking the gadliugs of his gauntlets 
into the face of hia adversay. Tiie gauntlets of Ed- 
ward the Black Prince are of brass or laton, and the 
gadlings instead of being spikes are made in the 
shape of lions or leopanls. 1'hey hang above his 
tomb in Canterbury Cathedral, with his velvet sur 
coat, which is gamboised (that is, stuffed with wool 
and stitched in perpendicular lines], and emblazoned 
with the arms of France an<l England, quarterly ; 
his tilling helmet, his shield made of the famous 
cuir-bouilli (vide page 163), and the scabbard of 
hb esloc or small stabbing- sword ^ the sword iiseU 
having been taken away, as is reported by Oliver 
Cromwell. The helmet and gauntlets are eiigruved 
on p. 139. The shape of the former is scaitely 
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changed from that of the helmet of the preceding 
reign. It is conical to fit the bascinet, which has 
assumed the same form, and over it was worn the 
knight's cap and crest, the former being an addition 
to ttie military costume of this period* 




Tilting helmet and gauntlets of Edward the Black Prince, in Canterburj 

CathedraL 

It is impossible for us to pass from this subject 
without a few words upon the long-disputed origin 
of the famous *' Prince of Wales* feathers,'* and the no 
less famous epithet of ** the Black Prince/* by which 
the hero of Cressy and Poitiers was distinguished. 
First, then, of the feathers. 

On a seal appended to a grant of Prince Edward 
to his brother, John of Gaunt, dated 1370, twenty- 
five years after the battle of Cressy ^ Edward is seen 
seated on a throne, as sovereign prince of Aquitaine, 
with a single feather and a blank scroll on each side 
of him, and the same badge occurs .again upon the 
seal to another grant in 1374. This is, we believe, 
their earliest known appearance. The popular tra- 
dition of three feathers having been the crest, arms, 
or badge of John, King of Bohemia, slain at the 
battle of Cressy, is not traceable to any credible 
authority. It is first mentioned by Camden, in his 
* Remains,* who says, ** the victorious Black Prince, 
his (Edward III.'s) sonne, used sometimes one 
feather, sometimes three, in token, as some say, of his 
speedy execution in all his services, aa the ^^\& vx 
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ttw Roman times were called pUrirphon, and wora 
feathers lo sigailie their %ing pOBi haste ; but Ike 
truth ia that he wonne them at the bailie of Cressy 
from John, H'mg of Bohemia, whume he there slew.'' 
The learned writer, however, oeglecta to stale upon 
what authority he asserts this to be " the truth ' ;** 
and it is rather singular thai the minute and pic- 
torial Froiasart, and all the cotemporary historiaaa, 
Walsingham, Knighton. Giovanni Villani, &c &c, 
should make no allunon whatever to ao interest- 
ing an incident. Yet such ia the case. Barnes, 
in fais Lite of Edward HI., quotes Sandford's Gene- 
alogical History. Sandford quotes Camden, and 
Camden quotes nobody ; but admits thai, even in 
his time, it was a disputed point, by giving another 
and not very improbable derivation circulated at thai 
period. 

The German motlo " Ich Diene','' generally ren- 
dered " I serve," first seen upon the tomb of Prmce 
bidward, at Canterbury, has perhaps helped to give 
currency, if it did not give birth, to the lieliefof the 
Bohemian origin of the feathers ; but Camden him- 
sell'did not credit this part of the story, for he goes 
on to state, though still without quoting his authority, 
that to the feathers, the prince himself " adjoined 
the old English word 'iu dien' (thegn), that is, 'I 
serve;' according lo that of the apostle, " the heir, 
while he is a cbllde, dilfereth nothing from a servant.' " 

* Ws (M (berafore slw iocUned to doubt the aloiy of BdwinI 
iliyiiiB IhH King of BDhomia, if by the words " wbani he ibcra 
■If w," Cimden would iinfily b» having done eo In peraonil com- 
I imprabable Lbil the genarous and cbivalroui 
lit down abtavB AAiut old nsii; 
DOntent tbenuelvai with the mera 
■litcmaiit of the Tact of his btjlDg/ouHif s/ain, iidor the WUe, be. 
"' ■' - ■ knighls who had guided him inlolhe moUe. W»U 



Now it certainly may be argued, od the other hand 
that the King of Bohemia did feudal service to the 
King of France, as Count of Luxembourg, at the 
battle of Cressy ; and there ajipears no reason for 
Bdwurd's selecting a German motto (for it is absurd to 
call it old English) tn expr'SR his own service to his 
father, supposing it, as taindcn has done, to have been 
assumed with trtat modesty and filial affection for 
which the prince was as much renowned as for bis 
valour but the crest of John of Bohemia was the 
entire wing or pinion of an eagle, apparently from its 
shape, as may be seen on his seal engraved in Oliva- 
rii,s Vredius (vidt: fig. a in annexed engraving), 
and not one or three distinct ostrich feathers. In 
the same work, it is true, however, that we do meet 
wiih crests of wings or pinions surmounted by 




distinct feathers (vide fig. b), and one or three such 
might have been plucked from the crest of the King 
of^Bribemia as a symbol of triumph; and granted 
as a memorial of victory and hemldic distinction by 
Edward III. to bis gallant son. Yet "to vouch Ihia 
is no proof," and again we ask, is it likely so inte- 
resting a lact could have passed unnoticed b^ e.U Um 
cotemporary hisloriaiis? Again, ttie f««A»n wi» 
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borne fiiigly by not only all the brothers and de- 
sceadaDts of Gdward, but by Thomas de Mowbruy, 
Duke of Norfolk, who must either have borne them 
by grant from Richard II,, or, in consequence of 
his descent by the female sidei from Thomas de 
Bratherton. tiflh sod of Edward 1, ; and how is this 
to be reconciled with the tradition of CresRy? John of 
Gaiiut bore them ermine for difference '. 

It may, after all, have been but a fanciful badge 
adapted by the prince from caprice, or suggested by 
some very trivial circumstance or quaint conceit, no 
longer recollected, as were hundreds of devices of that 
period, to account for which stories have been inge- 
niously invented in after ages, and implicitly believed 
from the mere force of repetition. In such a casediS' 
cOYery is almost hopeless. Having already mentioned 
one classical derivation quoted by Camden, we may be 
permitted, however, to state that ostrich feathers were 
amongst the ancienls a symbol of equity, and the 
Egyptian Isis was consequently represented crowned 
with them. Reasons enough for their adoption by 
the family of Edward III. might be founded on this 
circumstance: the justice (in their opinion) of his claim 
to the throne of France would be one; and " I servE" 
(in a just cause) be a not inappropriate motto ' ; as 
sons of Phillipa of Hainault, they might derive the 
ostrich feather and the foreign motto from her father, 
William III-, Count of Hainault, who was celebrated 
for his justice. Again, the vulgarbelief of the extraor- 
dinary digestive powers of the ostrich has atforded 
a remarkable simile to a foreign writer of Prince Ed- 
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irard b own time, one who claims indeed to have been 
his companion in arms at the battle of Poictiers, 
where he says, *'' many a hero, like the ostrich, was 
obliged to digest both iron and steel, or to overcome 
m death the sensations inflicted by the spear and the 
javelin.*' Amongst the far-fetched conceits of the 
middle ages of knighthood, may be found more 
obscure and fantastical devices than an ostrich feather 
assumed, in allusion to the bearer's appetite for, or 
mastery over, iron and steel. The German for an 
ostrich, also, is strauss —(der strauss vogel), which, 
curiously enough, signified anciently '* a fight, com- 
bat, or scuffle,'* though it is now obsolete in that 
sense. Here is another sufficient reason for the 
adoption of an ostrich feather by the prince as a 
general allusion to his warlike propensities, or by the 
whole family of Edward III. as a type of their deter- 
mination to fight in support of his French claim ; 
and as to the motto, suppose, as Camden asserts, 
that it had no connexion originally with the badge, 
but was merely associated with it accidentally. It 
certainly appears on the tomb at Canterbury upon 
the small scrolls attached to the three feathers, and 
upon the large one over each shield that contains 
them. But what says the prince in his will ? " We 
will that round the said tomb shall be twelve esco- 
cheons of laton, each of the breadth of a foot, six of 
which shall be of our arms entire, and the other six 
of ostrich feathers : and that upon each escocheon 
shall be written ; that is to say, upon those of our 
arms, and upon the others of ostrich feathers^ 
'Houmout"' (high spirit). Here is another puz- 
zle ! The motto ** Ich Dien" is not mentioned, yet 
it has in every instance been placed with and over 
the feathers, and the word *' Houmout" only over 
the shield of arms by those who minutely fulfilled 
the directions of the will in every other particular I 



The motto, "Ich Dien," does not appear on the 
Hcrollsoftlie feathers ou the ae Is of the Clack Prince, 
of Thomas Duke of Gloucester, or of Richard II., or 
Henry V. when Prince of Wales, or on the moi.n- 
I mental tablet of John, Dnke of Bedlord. but it does 
appear on the seal of Edward Planlagenet, Duke of 
i York, slain at Agincourt, and who was no way con- 
I nected with Wales — a sufficient proof that it caii have 
ni) relation to that principality. Richardll. is seen iti 
an illnmination in a Elarleian MS., in a aurcoat pow 
dered with golden ostrich feathers, and the bardings 
of his horse and his pennon are similarly blazoned. 
Sir Ro^er de Clarendnii, the natural son of Edward 
the Black Prince, bnre for his arms Or, on a bend 
Sable, three ostriuh featheks Argenl, the quills trans- 
fixed through as many scrolls of the first. To his 
son Richard, the Black Prince leaves a blue vestment 
embroidered with gold roses and ostrich feathers, and 
"a hall of worsted" (that is, tapestry for a hall), 
embroidered with mermaida of the sea, and the bor- 
der paly red and black, embroidered with swans with 
ladies' heads, and ostrich feathers j and he gives " a 
hall of ostrich feathers, of black lapesiry, with a red 
border wrought with swans with ladies' heads," to the 
church of Canterbury; but in no case does he men 
tion the motto " Ich Dien ;" and the feathers ttngly, 
as we have alread J observed, appear with blank scrolls 
upon the seals or lombs of nearly all the princes of 
the houses of York and Lancaster, down to Arltiur, 
Prince of Wales, son of Henry VIL, upon whose 
monument at Worcester they _rfrs( appear at a plume 
in a coronet, as well us singly ; plumes havini; come 
into fashion towards the close of the (ifteeulb cen- 

The stor)- of Edward being called the Black Priiicfl 
from the colour of his armour has already been ex- 
ploded by Sir Samuel Meyriek, and reeled on at 
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better foundation than did the tradition of the feathers. 
Barnes, in his Life of Edward III.> merely says, 
** Edward, the young Prince of Wales, whom, from 
this time, the French began to call he Neoir^ or the 
Black Prince," and quotes apparently a certain chapter 
of Froissart, in which decidedly there is no mention 
of any such title. At tournaments he might have 
worn a sable surcoat, with ostrich feathers upon it, 
in acuordance with his shield of peace, and the capa- 
risons of his horse being of the same funereal hue 
might have suggested the appellation ; but it is 
equally probable that he was called '* the black" 
from the terrors his deeds inspired in the bosoms of 
his enemies ; and iEneas Sylvius, the historian of 
Bohemia, expressly says, ^'on the feast of St. Rufiun 
the battle of Cressy was fought between the French 
and the English ; hence is that day still accounted 
blacky dismal, and unlucky, which took away the 
lives of two kings by the sword of the enemy,** 
alluding to John, King of Bohemia, and James, 
King of Majorca ; the fall of the latter monarch is, 
however, disputed. The j^r^r^ mention of Edward as 
the Black Prince, in England, occurs in a parlia-^ 
mentary paper of the second year of the reign of 
Richard II. 

In the twenty-second year of Eklward IIL's reign 
was founded the most noble Order of the Garter. Th€ 
circumstance that suggested his choice of this symbol 
is another mystery; but all writers of any credit com- 
bine to reject the popular tradition, which assigns it 
to the accidental fall of a lady's garter (the Queen's 
or a Countess of Salisbury's) at a grand festival, and 
the motto^ ** Honi soil qui mal y pen»e^** to the gal- 
lant indignation of the monarch at the sneer of his 
courtiers. Sir E. Ashmole, in his History of the 
Order, considers the garter as a symbol of union 
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garters of blue and gold, the mantle having one 
larger than all the rest on the left shoulder, inclosing 
a shield Argent, with the cross of St. George Gules. 
Edward III. had 168 garters embroidered on his 
tunic and capuchon. 

lu the thirty-fourth year of his reign the colour 
of the tunic was changed to black, as a sign of 
humiliation, in consequence, Ashmole supposes, of 
the pestilence then raging; and in the thirty-seventh 
year it was made of cloth sanguine in grain, by which 
is generally understood purple. The capuchon al- 
ways varied with the colour of the tunic. The garter 
was of blue and gold, as at present, and worn round 
the left knee, as appears from the effigy of Sir Richard 
Pembridge (an original knight), in Hereford cathe- 
dral. The effigy indeed, in its present state, has a 
garter round both knees ; and Gough, in his * Se- 
pulchral Monuments,' mentions this as a curious 
circumstance ; but the story prevalent at Hereford 
accounts for it in a most ludicrous manner. Part 
of the roof of the cathedral having fallen in, and 
broken the right leg of the effigy, which is of ala- 
baster, a carpenter was employed to carve a wooden 
substitute, and taking for a pattern the (in both 
senses of the word) /e/K leg, he very carefully placed 
a garter round that of his own fabrication. It is 
perhaps a more curious circumstance^ that the 
garter is not visible on the monuments of Edward 
the Black Prince, Sir Oliver Ingham**, or of any 
other original knight of the Garter except Sir 
Richard Pembridge^ or in any illumination of the 
period, and that no mention of a garter, to be worn 
round the knee, occurs in any wardrobe account of 
the time! 

^^ Gough says, it does appear on the effigy of Sir Oliver; bvt 
the accurate Stothard has not represented or noticed it. 



6rst appear in inonuments and illumiDationB ot this 
reign ; and the earliest mention of them also Beems 
to be by Chaucer and Froissarl, both writers of this 
period. Chaucer, in his ' Knighl's Tale,' speaks ol 
Falamon's appearing at Ardle's funeral 

" In clothes blank dropped all wilh lem ;" 

in his 'Troylus a.uA Creseyde* he desciibea his 
heroine 

" Id widdowe'i habit Iitge ofiamite broum;" 
and in another place says, 

" Creyieyde wa> in widone-q hibile blactei" 

in another, when separating from Troylus 
makes her say, 

" my clDllia esereh one 

ShBll blitohf ben in lolequyD (token), herte swats 
Tint I am as oulg of (his worlde agone." 
i Proissart tells ub, that the Ear! of Foix, on hearing 
I of the death of his son Gaslon, sent for his ''*^j^^\ 
\ and was close shaved, and clothed hin self °-^ -e,»v\ 
bis household in black. Ai the funeral oS *'^^Aa"W 
of Flanders, he says, all the nobles at\A o-^ "^vn^ 
wore black g^wns ; and on the death of "S"^. "* ^^ "^ 
"«■ France, the King of Cyprus clothe«w&.V>^^ =^ 
k moiimirg, by which distinction it;;::i.**%j. **^ 
some other colours were occasi _^ ■•^^^j{^> 
as the " samite brown" of Chaue^.;.^ c^'^'*-4ji^'^**' 
Rrtiirea on the tomb of Sir Roger c::^ >!'.,;!* ^ 

'.D. 1337, represent tiw leH^ ~ 
t, and wear their ov^n "^^V^^ * 
ning cloak. 
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Chapter XL 

REIGN OF RICHARD II., 1377— 1399 

The march of foppery was accelerated under tne 
reign of the weak and luxurious Richard of Bordeaux. 
'* Fashions from proud Italy," and many imported 
by Queen Anne from Bohemia, infected even the 
menial servants. The vanity of the common people 
in their dress was so great, says Knighton, that it 
was impossible to distinguish the rich from the poor, 
the high from the low, the clergy from the laity, by 
their appearance. What it was impossible to do then 
we may be surely excused attempting now, and 
therefore we shall confine ourselves to dividing the 
male from the female dress, the civil from the military ^ 

CIVIL COSTUME. 

To begin with the king himself. He was perhaps 
the greatest fop of the day. He had a coat estimated 
at thirty thousand marks, the value of which must 
have arisen chiefly firom the quantity of precious 
stones with which it was embroidered — this fashion 
obtaining greatly during the fourteenth century, as did 
that also of working letters and mottoes on the dress, 
and cutting the edges of the mantles, &c. into the 
shape of leaves and other devices. The curious and 
authentic portrait of Richard, preserved in the Jeru- 
salem Chamber at Westminster Abbey, represents 

* Chaucer^t Canterbury Tales, however, furnishes us with 
some characteristic dresses, which we shall notice in regukf 
rotation. 




bim in a robe embroidered all over with roses and 
the initial letter of his name. A few sumptuary lawa 
were enacted by Richard, but they were little attended 
to, and extravagance of every description seemed the 
ol^ectofthe entire population. Uarrling. speaking 
of the king's train and servunts, says — 

'"There was great pride amnng the officers 

And of all men surpassing Iheir cdDipeen 

Of rich array and more cosiious 
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Cut worke was great both in court and townes, 

Bothe in men's hoodes and also in their gownes, 

Broudur (embroidery) andfurre and goldsmith's worke all Dew« 

In many a wyse each day they did renewe." 

C%rom'c/e^ chap. 193. 

And the poet declares that all this he heard Robert 
Ireleffe say, who was clerk of the green cloth to 
Richard II. 

Chaucer, who wrote his ' Canterbury Tales' towards 
the close of this reign, puts a two-fold lamentation 
into the mouth of the parson concerning the '^ sinful 
costly array of clothing." First as to *' the sin in 
superfluity of clothing, which maketh it so dear, to 
the harm of the people, not only to the cost of the 
embrouding, the disguising, indenting or barring, 
ounding, paling, winding or bending^, and semblable 
waste of cloth in vanity ; but there is also the costly 
furring in their gowns, so much pounsoning (pouncing) 
of chisel to make holes, so much dagging of shears, 
with the superfluity in length of the aforesaid gowns, 
trailing in the dung and in the mire on horseback 
and eke on foot, as well of man as of woman." * ♦ * 
And secondly, ** upon that other side, to speak of the 
horrible disordinate scantiness of clothing as be these 
cut slops or hanselines ^," that through their short* 

' Most of these are heraldic terms. " Barring^'^ signifies striping 
horizontally; ''paling," longitudinal divisions; '' bending,'' diagonal 
stripes; and *^ ounding" or ** undeing," a waved pattern or edge. 
** Indenting" and " winding" need no explanation. 

' Strutt has not attempted a derivation for this word. ^ Hanie- 
lein" is the German diminutive of the familiar name ** Hans*' 
(Jack), and has, we imagine, been applied in a punning sense 
to the short or little jack which Froissart mentions at this 
time as a garment of German origin; for he tells us that 
Henry, Duke of Lancaster, on hia return to England, entered 
London in a courte Jacques of cloth of gold, '' Si la fachon 
D'Almayne.'* The little jack or jaques was afterwards called 
jaquette by the French, and jacket by the English, as the shorteneo 
roc or tunic had been called roquette and rocket previousiy. The 
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e of their hose, vhidi 



I 



ness, he. sajs, and the wrapping 
are depnited uf two colours, white and red*, white and 
blue, white and black, or black and red, make the 
wearer seeni as thoug-h " the fire of St- Anthony, or 
other such mischance," had cankered and consumed 
one-halfof their bodies. These party-coloured dresses, 
which commenced about the reiga of Edward II., are 
certain. y more singular than elegant, and have a par- 
ticularly grotesque appearance, when, as in an Ulumi- 
Dauou representing John of Gaunt sitting to decide 
the claims on the coronation of his nephew Richard 
II. (Cotton MS., marked D. 6), the long robe is 
divided exactly in half, one side being blue and the 
other white, the colours of the house of Lancaster. 
The party-coloured hose, too, renders UDceriain the 
fellowship of the legs, and the common term of 
a pair perfectly inadmissible. Knighton says (he 
fashions were continually changing, every one endea- 
vouriag to outshine his neighbour in the richness 
of his habit and tlie novelty t^ its form. The au- 
thor of an anonymous work called the ' Euloginm,' 
cited by Camden, and apparently of this date, says, 
the commons were besotted in excess of apparel, 
" some in wide surcoats reaching to their loins, some 

epiihel "cul slop," bIbo applied to it, show! ihalitwia iitiorteneil 
gornwnl. Slopi, ve are laid in tlie neil centnry, are mDUrning 
caits or casBOcki. The vord here occun tor Ibe lint time thai 
■we are swart o^ and seems lo be defised from the German 
KJiUppe, i"jhich lignifiej "anything trailiag.' {SdUtjqK Ucid is 
"a gown with strain.") "Thewcal alopsor hanMleim," there- 
fore, fvidenlly me»n> these shortened gowns or coali, or lilile jicits. 
' White and red were the coloun assumed by Richwd II. ai 
^lis livery, and were consenueally much worn by the courllera of 
his reign. The mayor, aceompaniod bj the ciliiens o( Londna 
in a lery large company on horaebacli, met Richard II. and hii 
queen on Blackhealh, all of Ibom being cloihed in the kii>g*t 
colours— Ihil is lo say, <n pBny.<;o1ouri;d gowns ol white aad red, 
and conducted lliem first to Si. Paul's Church and then to tita 
Royal P&laceal Westminster. (Knighton.) 
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in a garment reaching to their heels, close before^ 
and strutting out on the sides, so that at the back they 
make men seem like women, and this they call by a 
ridiculous name, gowne. Their hoods are little, tied 
under the chin, and buttoned like the women's, but 
set with gold^t'^silver, and precious stones. Their lir- 
ripipes or tippets pass round the neck, and, hanging 
down before, reach to the heels, all jagged. They 
have another weed of silk which they call a pcdtockK 
Their hose are of two colours, or pied with more» 
which they tie to their paltocks, with white lachets 
called herloU, without any breeches. Their girdles 
are of gold and silver, and some of them worth twenty 
marks. Their shoes and pattens are snouted and 
picked (piked), more than a finger long, crooking 
upwards, which they call crackowes^ resembling deviVs 
claws, and fastened to the knees with chains of gold 
and silver." These crackowes were evidently named 
afler the city of Cracow, and were no doubt amongst 
ihe fashions imported from Poland, which had been 
incorporated with the kingdom of Bohemia by John, 
the grandfather of Richard's queen Anne. Not that 
the long-toed shoe was a novelty, as we have already 
noticed them as early as the reign of Rufus ; but the 
fastening of them to ihe knee might have been the 

' This " weed" is mentioned by Pierce Ploughman, and was 
therefore introduced during the reign of Edward III. It appears 
to have been of Spanish origin, and was most probably brought 
into fashion by the knights in the sente of John of Gaunt or 
Edward the Black Prince, whose connection and communication 
with Spain was so near and so frequent. Pmieioqme still exists in 
the Spanish dictionary, and is rendered a kind of dresa like • 
scapulary, which was a monk's frock, generally without sleeves 
(according to Du Chesne). The vr&td paktoqme seems com- 
pounded of po/^, a cloak, and ioqucy a head-dress, which would 
induce a belief that the paltock had a hood or cowl attached to it. 
1^ had either been originally, or it afterwards became the dress of 
the common people, as pcUeto signifies, in Spanish, a clown, and 
the word pait^quetf in French, means clownub. 
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peculiar feshioo of Cracow. We hare no illumijiaiion 

exhibiting them 90 fastened, although the points are 
represenied of a preposterous length ; but there is 
the appearance of a chain at the knee of one figure, 
in a miniature of this date (Royal MS. 20, B. 6) ; 
and Major Hamilton Smith, in his * Ancient Cos- 
tume of England,' mentions a portrait of James 1. 
of Scotlaad, eusting at Kielberg, near Tubigen in 
Swabia, a seat of the family of Vou Lustrums, 
wherein the peaks of the monarch's shoes are fas- 
tened hy chains of gold to his girdle. 

The tight sleeves of the preceding reigns were now 
out of fashion, and the Monk of Evesham speaks of 
the deep wide sleeves, commonly called poky 3, 
shaped like a bagpipe, and worn indifferently by ser- 
vants as well as mastera. They were denominated, 
he says, the devil's receptacles, for whatever could be 
stolen was popped into them. Some were bo long 
anti BO wide that they reached to the feet, others to 
the knees, and were full of slits. As the servants 
were bringing up pottage, sauces, &c., their sleeves 
" would go into them, and have the first tasle ;" and 
all that they could procure was meant to clothe tlieir 
uncurable carcasses with those pokys or sleeves, while 
the rest of their habit was short. 

Chaucer's squire, in the ' Canterbury Tales,' i» 
described as wearing a sliort gown, wiih " sleeves 
long and wide.'' His dress was also embroidered, 
"Aji[were«mcdo 
AUe fuU of lre»he Baorei ivhile a reae." 
His locks 

His yeoman was clad in "a cote and hoode of 
grcne," his horn slung in a green baldrick, a silver 
figure of St. Christopher was on his breast, and a 
gay or handsome bracer on his arm. A sword anil 
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buckler hung on one side of him, and a dagger on 
the other ; a sheaf of arrows, with peacocks* feathers, 
was tucked beneath his orirdle, and he bore '* a mio^htv 
Low*' in his hand. In the * Friar's Tale' another 
yeoman is described wearing a courtepy of green, and 
a hat with black fringes. 

The franklin, or country gentleman, is merely 
stated to have worn an anelace or knife, and a gipciere 
or purse of silk hanging at his girdle, white as milk. 

The merchant is represented in ** motley" (i. e. 
parfy-colours), with a forked beard and a ** Flaundrish 
beaver hat," his boots clasped " fayre and fetously/' 

The doctor of physic was clothed ** in sanguin and 
in perse" (i. e. purple and light blue), lined with taf- 
fata, and sendal or cendal. In the * Testament of 
€resseyde,' Chaucer speaks of a physician in a scarlet 
gown, and *' furred well, as such a one ought to be;** 
and he may mean scarlet by ** sanguin,'' as scarlet 
and purple were terms used indifferently one for the 
other. 

The sergeant-at-law's dress was a medley coat, with 
a girdle of silk, ornamented with small bars or stripes 
of different colours ^ 

The reeve or steward wore a long surcoat; he had 
a rusty sword by his side, his beard was closely shaven, 
and his hair rounded at the ears and docked on the 
top of the crown like a priest's. 

The miller was clothed in a white coat and a blue 
hood, and was armed with a sword and buckler. 
His hose on holydays were of red cloth, when he 
also twisted the tippet of his hood about his head, 

' A Hsrieian MS., marked 980, iuforms us that the sergeant- 
aUlaw's robe was formerly party-<;oloured, in order to command 
respect, as well to his person as to his profession. He wore a 
cape aboiit his shoulders, furred with lamb's skin, a hood with two 
labels upon it, and a coif of white silk, when in the exercise of 
his profeasioD« 
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n fashion atnongsl Ihe gallants, 
in page 134. 

The poor ploughman wore { 
scrip, and stall'. 

The ahipman was dressed ir 
the knee, with a daggi 
lace round his neck. 

The haberdasher, carpenter, weaver, dyer, ai 
tapestry- worker, all weaUfiy burghers of London, 



aa we have remarked 
tabard, with his hat. 



in a gown affalding (c 
ig under one arm by a 



Of a! 






Their clothes were new, and the chapes of their knives 
and their pouches and girdles ornnmented with silver. 
The clergy, as Knighton has already told us, were 
not to be known from the laity ; and the ploughman 
in the ' Canterbury Tales' rails at them for riding 
glittering with gold upon high horses, gayer than any 
common knight might go, wearing golden girdles 
and gowns of scarlet and green, ornamented with 
cut-nork, and the long piked shoes, nay, being armed 
even like men of war, with broad bucklers and long 
swords and baldricks, with keen basilards or daggers. 
Many priests, he says, have mitres embellished with 
pearls, like the head of a queen, and a staff of gold 
set with jewels. In addition to this, Chaucer has 
introduced a. monk amongst his pilgrims dressed in 
open defiance of the regulations of the church. The 
sleeves of his tunic are edged with lhe_^r de grit, 
"'the finest in Ihe land." His hood is fastened be- 
neath his chin with a golden pin, curiously wrought, 
the great end being fashiontd like a true- 1 over's knot, 
or having one engraved on it. His supple boots and 
the bells upon Ins horse's bridle are mentioned as 
instances of his foppery and love of display. Even 
the parish.clerk, described by the miller, is said lobe 
spruce and foppish in his dress. His hose were red. 
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his kirtle sky-blue, set about with many points, and 
over it a surplice white as a blossom. His shoes had 
•* Paules windows carven** on them — that is to say, 
they were cut or embroidered lattice-wise, a fashion 
more or less prevalent during the thirteenth and four* 
teenth centuries. Hats, caps, and high bonnets are 
worn as well as chaperons. The latter have some- 
times a single feather in front. Vide engraving at 
page 150. 

The hair was worn long, and curled with great 
care, as we have already found that of the squire 
described. The beard was forked, and the moustache 
in all knightly effigies is long, and drooping on each 
side of the mouth over the camail. 

To the decoration of the garter we have, in this 
reign, to add the badge of the white hart, assumed 
by Richard II., and worn by all his courtiers and 
adherents both male and female, either embroidered 
on their dresses, or suspended by chains or collars 
round their necks. This device seems to have been 
derived from his mother, whose cognizance was -a 
white hind. Rymer mentions that in the ninth year 
of his reign Richard pawned certain jewels, '* k la 
guyse de cerfs blancs;" a^d in the wardrobe ac- 
counts of his twenty-second year is an entry of a 
belt and sheath of a sword of red velvet, embroi- 
dered with white harts, crowned, and with rosemary 
branches. An ancient author, quoted by Holing- 
shed (sub anno 1399), says, ** that amongst the few 
friends that attended this unfortunate prince after his 
capture by the Earl of Northumberland was Jenico 
D*Artois, a Gascoine, that still wore the cognizance 
or device of his master. King Richard, that is to saye, 
a white hart, and would not put it from him neither 
for persuasion nor threats ; by reason whereof, when 
the Duke of Hereford understood it, he caused him 
to be committed to prison within the castle of Chester. 
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This man was the last (as aaith mine aulhor) 
bsrt; that device, sud showed well thereby bia con- 
stant heart towards liis master." The nhite hare 
still remains, painted of a colossal size, on Ibe wall 
over the door leading to the east cloister from the 
south aisle of Westminster Abbey. It is generally 
represenled crowned, collared, and chained, and 
couchant imder a tree. Other badges of this mo- 
narch were the sun in splendour ', and the pod of the 
Planta Genista, or broom, with which the robe of 
his monumental efflgy is covered. 

The fiurcoBt of the knighls of the garter was, in th« 
aevenlhyearof Richard II., made of "violet in grain;" 
in the eleventh year it was white, and in the twelfth 
and nineteenth of " long blue cloth." Vide Ash- 
mole's History of the Order. 
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THE MILITARY COSTUME 



partook of the sumptuous extravagance of the age. 
The alterations made in the armour during the reign 
of Ed'ward III. were perfected in that of his grand- 
son, and the era of plate may be said to commence 
firom the accession of Richard II. The camail, the 
gussets of chain at the joints, and the indented edge 
of the chain apron, are all that remain to be seen of 
the complete suit of double-ringed mail worn at the 
commencement of this century. Milan was the grand 
emporium from whence the most splendid suits were 
forwarded to the chivalry of Europe. The armour 
made expressly for Henry, Duke of Hereford, to wear 
in the famous duel at Coventry, was manufactured at 
Milan by order of Galeazzo Visconti, to whom th« 
duke had written on the subject. The jupon and 
military girdle introduced in the last reign were still 
worn ; but the loose surcoat or blouse seems to have 
come again into fashion at the close of this century. 
It is generally, however, represented as fancifully 
embroidered, instead of being emblazoned like the 
jupon. The most characteristic novelty is the visor, 
ventaille or baviire (as it was indifferently called), of 
the bascinet, which, from having been simply convex, 
has now assumed a shape that will be best under* 
stood from the engraving of a specimen in the col- 
lection at Goodrich Court, one of the only two 
visored bascinets of this period known to exist The 
other is now in the Tower, having been bought for 
the national collection at the sale of Mr. Brocas's 
armour, March 22, 1834. 




Some of these eKtraordinary viaors were hooked 
like the beak of a bird : the bascinet itself was richly 
ornamented round the edges, and a band or fillet of 
tile most splendid workmanship sometimes encircle* 
It like a diadem The " bacinet a visiere" was worn 
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only for war. In tournaments the visor was removed, 
and the helmet, surmounted by its mantling wreath 
and crest, placed over the bascinet Chaucer has the 
following stirring picture of the preparation for a joust 
in the Knight's Tale :— 

" There mayst thou see devising of barneis 
So uncouth and so riche and wrought so wele 
Of goldsmithry, of 'broudry, and of stele, 
The sheldes bright, testeres', and trappures, 
Gold hewiu helmes, hawberks, and coat armures, 
Lordis in paramentes* on their coursers, 
Knightis of retinue and eke esquires 
Nuling of speres and helmes buckling, 
Gigging^^ of shields, with laniers lacing 
As there need is, they were nothing idyl. 
The foming stedb on the goldin bridyl 
Gnawing, and fast the armourers also 
With fyle and hammer, riding to and fro ; 
Yeomen on foot, and commons many a one. 
With shorte staves thick as they may gone, 
Pipes, trompes, nakoners, and clariouns. 
Meet in the battaile blowen bloody sounds.'* 

The terms hauberk and haubergeon, in this reign, 
occasioned a good deal of confusion, from the circum- 
stance of both the military garments originally so 
called being superseded by defences of plate, to 
which the old n^ines are applied. The knight, in the 
prologue to the ' Canterbury Tales,' is said to have 
worn a gipon (jupon) of fustian, '* alle besmotred 
with his habergeon." Now this appears to mean thai 
the habergeon was worn over the jupon, and therefore 
by gipon we are not to understand the splendidly em- 
blazoned garment generally at this period covering 

^ *"* Testieres,** horse armour for the head. 
* ^* Paramentes," robes of state. 

1* ** (digging)" ** guiging," that is, arranging the gulge or 
strap of the shi^d which went round the neck. 

p8 
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the breaSt-plale or plastron, but a plain rustian just- 
au-corps, and by habergeoQ, the plastron or breast- 
plate itself. In the French melrical history of ihe 
deposition of Richard 11. (Harleian MS. 1319) 
Bolingbroke is seen with a breast-plate, worn over 
ablaclt jupon or jast-au-corps. In the rhyme of 
Sir Topas, Chaucer gives a fuller description of the 
dress and arms of a knight He first put on 
" Of cloth oF lake fin and clere 

And neit hia Bherle an haketnn, 
Andmerthaltn haber'eon 
For pierciDf of his herte."' 

Here ag-jin the habergeon is apparently the plastron ; 



And ooer lAal hueolMrmure 

As while as is the lilf floure 

[n which he wolddetiilc." 
Here the hauberk is distinctly said to be also of 
plate, and worn over the habei^eon, being itself 
covered by the jupon or surcnal, emblazoned with 
hia armorial bearings. We have quoted this passage 
merely to ahon that the terms hauberk and haber- 
geon no longer designate chain or ringed armour 
only, and thereby prevent our readers beings puzzled, 
like poor Mr. Mills, who argued himself into a fever 
upon the subject tor want of that very simple key to 
the riddle". 

The jambeaux or jarabs (leg-pieces) of Chaucer's 
Sir Topas were of cuir-bouly (cuir-bouilli), a pre- 
paration (if leather much used at this period, not only 
for armour, but for efligiea and various works of ait. 

"HiitoryDfChiiilry, 2 tola. Bio. Londnn, 182S. 
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'' His swerde's sheth of ivory. 

His helnie of laloun bright, 

His sadjel was of rewel bone, 

His bridel as the sonne shone^ 

Or as the mone lights 

His spere was of fin cypres, 
* * * * * 

The bed ful sharpe y-ground.*' 

His shield was gilt, and emblazoned with a I oar'* 
head and a ** charboncle," and his crest was a 
tower, out of which sprung a lily. 

THE FEMALE COSTUME 

of this reign was as splendid and fantastic as 
the male. The party-coloured dresses of the pre- 
vious reigns were still in vogue, with numerous 
varieties of the cote-hardie, the waistcoat or spencer- 
like vest, described in the last chapter, some of 
them probably Bohemian fashions introduced by 
Queen Anne. Gower, in his * Confessio Amantis, 
particularly alludes to " the new guise of Beme," 
and describes, in the same poem, a route of ladies 
mounted on &ir white ambling horses, with splen* 
did saddles, '*evrich one ride on side'^ (i. e. side- 
ways), another fashion said to have been intro* 
duced by Anne of Bohemia, and at this time a mark 
of high rank. They were clothed all alike in rich 
copes and kirtles, *' departed white and blue," and 
embroidered all over with the most fanciful devices ; 
their bodies were long and small, and they had erowns 
on their heads, the least costly of which could not be 
purchased " for all the gold of Croesus' halL" 

The following engravings represent five female 
figures, taken from various illuminations of this pe- 
riod. Figures a and b exhibit very clearly the side- 
less garment faced with fur, and terminating in long 
full skirts, described in the last chapiter ^^3cvdvi^\\\ ^'^^'^ 
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the kirtle. Figoire e shows a lady '' in kirtle alane," aa 
Ihe ancient romnuces tell us the; snmetimcs " served 
in hall," with the "g^nlil body and middle small,'' 
much spoken of in this and the previous century, and 
Ihe g-irdle over the hips with the g'ysire attached to 
it, part of which only is seen in figure 6. In figure 
d the exterior garment is so long as to be gathered 
up and carried over the arm ; and figure e presents 
us with a shorter but more splendid variety of it, with 
an opening up the side bordered with ermine. 

The long white tippets or streamers from the elbow 
are still worn, but towards the close of the reign they 
are less frequent, and when they do occur, are wider, 
and of the same stuff as llie dress. The gowns, kir- 
ties, and mantles were frequently emblazoned with 





yeaile ooftimi. oIdh ar the U± Hrtarf. 
Fg. a, fnin Baral b& 16, 0. S; i, Rojtl VS. 30, Q. U e tait, Em. 

leian, 43^ 1 t, fnn tba Libti Rtgnlli, WntisbiitoT Abbej. 

armorial bearings (like the jupons or surcoats of the 
knights, or the tabtttd oT the herald, which first ap- 
pears about Ihia time"), or covered vith devices (aa 

" Previoui to the Gfleeath century hcnldi are KpreMOled 
with merely m escutcfaeonorbadga U Ih^girdJea; andChaucer, 
in 'Ibe Flower and the Leaf,' alludeseipreuljlutbiaftafaioii: — 
" And ailer Ihcm came a great cmupuiy 
Of heraudia and puraevauntB eke 
Arrayeil in clolhea of while velvet, 
And every min hid on a chapelet 
SailcJUmi and eke bone hameli indede 
Tbey had in lult of Ihem who fore ihem yeJe." 
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we have just learned from Gower) aad molloes, like 
the garments of the other sex. " Bien et loyaul- 
ment" is a motto mentioned by Chaucer as worked 
on the fanngs and borders of a lady's dress, and the 
trains of the govrns were so enormously long Ihat a 
tract was written by some divine in this reign, entitled 
' Contra Caudas Dominarum' (Against the tails of 
the ladies). 

The parson, in Ihe ' Canterbury Tales,' speaks in 
general terms of the outrageous array of the women. 
We have read in the last chapter of the qiinint 
attire of ladies attending tournaments and public 
shows, and in this reign we hear of four and twenty 
ladies" riding froin the tower to the jousts in Smilb- 
lield, leading four and twenty knights in chains of 
gold nud silver. The knights, ladies, and all other 
attendants at the tournaments, having their dresses, 
shields, and trappings decorated with Richard's livery 
of the white hart, with a crown of gold round its 
neck, and a chain hanging thereto". 

The hajr was still worn in a gold fret or caul of 
network, surmaunted frequently by a. chaplet of gold- 
smith's work, a coronet, or a veil, according to the 
wearer's rank or fancy. 

" A fret of golds she hid next ner here.'' 

CHiutBR. ' Lcgndo/Good fVumni: 
" Aod everich on her head 

A rich fret of golde, which wilhonlen drado 

Wu full of elUely net elonei ael, 

AdiI every lady had 4 chapclet 

On her het<t nf bnnches fiir and green," &t. 

Ibid. ' The Piowrc and Ike Lfa/.' 

In this latter instance the chaplet is allegorical, but it 



" Froissatl laya "si<ty." 

'• Culan, Addiliou la Polychronicoa, e. 6, fol. 397. 
ehoold not ijuole Cnxton fur the reign of Richard II. wi 
not mppoTled by Prolisact. 
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IS continually seen in illuminations of this period, 
composed of jewels disposed like natural flowers. Of 
less exalted dames we have a portrait or two in the 
• Canterbury Tales.' The Wanton Wife of Bath 
wore coverchieis 

** full fine of ground, 

1 duTSte swere that they weiged a pound, 

the Sonday were upon her hedde. 

Hire hosen weren of fine scarlet redde, 

Fal streite yteyed and shoon full moist and neve, 
« * * * * * * 

Upon an ambler easily she sat, 
Ywimpled well and on hire hede an hat 
As brode as is a bokeler or a targe. 
A fote mantel about hire hippes large, 
And on hire feet a paire of sporres sharpe.^ 

The carpenter's wife's outer garment is not de- 
scribed, but her girdle was barred with silk; the 
collar of her shift and the tapes of her white volupere 
(we are not certain of the article of dress thereby 
alluded to) were embroidered with black silk; her 
apron or barm-cloth was as white as morning milk. 
She had a broad silken fillet round her head, a 
leather purse attached to her girdle ** tasselled with 
silk and pearled with latoun," (that is, studded or 
impearled with little metal buttons, vide that worn by 
tig. c, in p. 165) ; on her low collar she wore a brooch 
as big as the boss of a buckler, and her shoes were 
laced high upon her legs. 

THE MOURNING HABITS 

«f this reign are represented in the ^ Liber Regalis' (a 
splendid MS. so entitled, preserved in Westminster 
Abbey), by which we perceive that the usual garments 
were now made of black as well as the cloak worn 
during the ceremony. They are of the fashion of 
the time, and furred with ermine. 
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The preceoiDg representation of the Parliament that 
deposed Richard II., taken from the French metrical 
history before mentioned, shows the lay, spiritual, 
and legal peers in their usual costumes. The bishops 
are in cowls near the throne; the judges in coifs 
and furred robes ; the Earls of Westmoreland and 
Northumberland are standing in front ; the Duke of 
Hereford in the high cap on the left of the throne ; 
and Exeter, Salisbury, and the other peers are seated 
opposite the judges. 



BRITISH COSTItMK. 



Chapter XII 
RRIGNS OF HENRY IV. AND V., 139S— 1422. 




RBIQN OF HKNRV IV., 1399—141 



The efii^ of Henry IV. is the moat splendid oF 
our regal series. The crown is remarkable for its 
magnificence. It is probably hd imitation of tlip 
splendid " Harry Crown," broken and distributed b; 
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Henry V., and its piecea pawned in 1415, for wages 
to the kaights serviDg in the expedition to France. 
' A great fleuT'de-lya, part of the aaid crown, gar- 
nished with one great balays, aad one other baUys, 
one ruby, three great a^phirea, and ten great pearls, 
was pledged to Sir John Colvyl, and to John Pud- 
sey, Esq., to Maurice Bninne, and to John Saundish, 
each a pinnacleof the aforesaid crown, garnished with 
two sapphires, one square balays, and six pearls." 
These costly fragments were redeemed in the eig'htfa 
3nd ninth years of King Henry V[.' 

The long tvinic with pocket-holes in iront is richly 
embroidered tt the openings and the borders of the 
sleeves. A tope covers the shoulders and descends 
in front to the girdle. The inner tunic has a roll 
collar sitting close up the neck, and the mantle 

' Rfmec't tmitn, vol. ii. 
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of state with a brood edging of embroidery, is con- 
nected not only by corda sad lassela, but by a 
Gplendidly-je welled band passing over tbe chest The 
face has beaid and moustaches, but the hair is not 
visible, being cropped very short all round, so short, 
. indeed, that the poll appears shaven ; a custom at the 
end of this reign and continued through the next 

The day before his coronation, Henry IV. made 
forty-six knights, and gave to each of them a long 
coat of a green colour, with strait sleeves furred with 
miniver, having large hoods lined with the same 
kind of fur, and fashioned like those of tbe prelates ; 
and on the day of the ceremony the lords wore a 
long tunic, called a kouppdande ', of scarlet, with a 
long mantle over it, and the knights and esquires 
wore the scarlet houppelande without the mantle. 

In the fourth year of his reign it was found neces- 
sary to revive the sumptuary laws enacted, but to so 
little purpose, by his prerteeessors. They were re 
vived, and with considerable additions, but seemingly 
with as little effecl. " No man not being a banneret, 
or person of high estate," was permitted (o wear cloth 
of gold, of crimson, or cloth of velvet, or motley 
velvet, or large hanging sleeves open or closed, or 
gowns so long as lo touch the gronnd, or to use the 
furs of ermine, lettice, or marten, excepting only 
" gens d'armes quant ils sont arme^ ;" an odd ex- 
ception al flrst sight, but it alludes lo the loose sur- 
cnat over the armour, and tiie caps and hoods that 
were worn till the trumpet sounded, and the bascinet 
was hastily assumed for action. 

Decorations of gold and silver were forbidden to 
all who possessed less than two hundred pounds in 



* The Spaaish foril hopa ii 
«Tei ;" tai kepalaada, " the 
nu." The houppelande vii 
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Igoods and chattels, or twenty pounds per annum, 
unless they were heirs to estates of fifty marks per 
annum, or to five hundred pounds' worth of goods 
and chattels. 

Four years afterwards it was ordained that no 
man, let his condition be what it might, should be 
permitted to wear a gown or garment cut or slashed 
into pieces in the form of letters, rose leaves, and 
posies of various kinds, or any such-like devices, 
under the penalty of forfeiting the same, and the 
offending tailor was to be imprisoned during the 
king's pleasure. 

Sergeants belonging to the court (it is left un- 
certain whether sergeants-at-law or sergeants-at- 
arms are alluded to) were by this additional statute 
privileged to wear such hoods as they pleased for the 
honour of the king and the dignity of their station. 
The mayors, for the time being, of London, Warwick, 
and other free towns, are also exempted from any 
prohibition. 

That these statutes were as little regarded as ever, 
we have sufficient proof in the complaints of Occleve 
the poet, from whose poem of * Pride and waste- 
clothing of Lorde's Men, which is azens (against) 
their Estate,' we shall quote a few stanzas, mo- 
dernizing in some degree the spelling for the benefit 
of the general reader. 

After a few introductory lines, he says, — 

^ But this methinketb an abusion, 

To see one walk in a robe of scarlet. 

Twelve yards wide, with pendant sleeves down 

On the ground, and the furnir thereon set, 

Amounting unto twenty pounds or bett (better); 

And if he for it paid, hath he no good 

Left him wherewith to buy himself a hood. 
* * * • * * 

<l3 
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Some afar men might loras kdow, 

By their array, from otber folk ; or now (but new) 

A man shall study or muse a long throw 

Which is which : O lords, it fits you, 

Amend this, for it is in your prow (power). 

If io you and your mea no difference 

Be in array, less is your reverence. 

Also there is another new jett, 

A foul waste of cloth, and excessive. 

There goeth no less in a man's tippet 

Than a yard of broad cloth by my life 

* * * • * • 

What is a lord without his men ? 
I put case, that his foes him assail 
Suddenly in the street, what help shall ke 
Whose sleeves encumbrous so side trail 
Do to his lord, — he may not him avail; 
In such a case he is but a woman ; 
He may not stand him io itead of a man ; 
His arms two have right enough to do. 

And somewhat more, his sleeves up to hold. 

* * * * * • 

Who now most may bear on his back at onoOi 

Of cloth and furrour (furs) hath a fresh reno«f% 

He is a lusty man clepyd for the nones : 

Now have these lords tittle need of brooms 

To sweep away the filth out of the street, 

Since side sleeves of pennyless grooms 

Will it up lick, be it dry or wet. 
****** 

If a wight virtuous, but narrow-clothed, 

To lords* courts now-a-days go, 

His company is to myk (many) folk lothcd. 

Men pass by him both to and fro. 

And scorn him for he is arrayed so. 

To their conceit there is no wight virtuous 

But he whose array is outrageous." 
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Were it not for the style, would not any one suppose 
the latter lines had been written yesterday ? 

A decoration makes its appearance in this reign, 
and is worn by the distinguished of both sexes, the 
origin of which is difl^rently accounted for. We 
allude to the collar of SS or Esses^ Camden says 
it was composed of a repetition of that letter, which 
was the initial of Sanctus Simo Simplicius, an eminent 
Roman lawyer, and that it was particularly worn by 
persons of that profession. Other writers contend 
that it was an additional compliment of Ekiward III. 
to the Countess of Salisbury. But its non-appear- 
ance till the reign of Henry IV. is a sufficient answer 
tO that supposition. Sir Samuel Meyrick, with much 
greater probability, suggests, that we should consider 
it the initial letter of Henry's motto, *' Souveraine," 
which he had borne while Earl of Derby, and 
which, as he afterwards became sovereign, appeared 
auspicious. The initial of a common motto of the 
middle ages, " Souveniez vous de moy" (Souvenez 
vous de moi), has also been mentioned as a deriva- 
tion, and supported by the remark, that a " fleur-de- 
souvenance," the ** forget me-not," occasionally linked 
the double SS together ; but we incline to the opinion 
of Sir Samuel Meyrick, and at the same time we 
must remark the singularity of the circamstance, that 
the origin of such popular and celebrated decorations 
and badges as the feather of the Prince of Wales, 
the Order of the Garter, and the collar ofSS, should 
be to this day. a mystery to the most learned and 
indefatigable antiquaries. 

A great gol4 collar called of Ilkington, lavishly 
garnished with rubies, sapphires, and pearl8» is spoken 
of as the jewel of the Prince of Wales, aflerwards 
Henry V., and was pawned by him for live hun- 

' See it engraved, page 171 of this work, as it appears roand 
the neck of Joan of Navarre, oueen of Henrv IV. 
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lines of Jean de Meun to ihia fashion, and i 
them up nitb the obserrations of a writer nearly a 
hundred years later. This writer is a Norman knight, 
who compiled a work for the use of his three young 
dau<rhterB about the close of the fourteenth century 
or beginoing of the fifteenth century, and therein we 
have the homed head-dress mSre clearly deacribed. 
The writer introduces a holy bishop declaiming^ from 
the pulpit a^nst the fashionable follies of the fair 
sen, whom he accuses of being marvellously arrayed 
in diverse and quaint manners, and particularly with 
hi^h horns. He compares them to homed snails, 
to harts, and to unicorns, and proceeds to relate a 
tttory of a gentlewoman who came to a feast having 
the head so strangely attired with long pins, that her 
head-dress resembled a gibhet, and she was conse- 
quently scorned by the whole company, who said she 
carried a gallows on her head. This des 
tallies well enough with the fashion observable 
this reign. The reticulated head-dress, spreading 
out on each side, might, when covered with a veil, 
be ^irly enough assimilated lo the cross-tree or 
square gibbet iif those times, and when the veil is 
thrown over one of the heart-shaped head-dresses, 
and suffered to sink in the centre, it may also be 
called horned ; but there is another and more com- 
plete homed hesd-dress that became fashionable in 
England during the reign of Henry V., and had 
probably been so for some time previously in France, 
from whence it Lr:ivelled, we may presume, it) the 
suiie of Queen Kailierine. Of that, however, anon. 
The square head-dress is the most remarkable during 
this reign. A. fine specimen is engraved in preceding 
page, from the effigy of Lady De Thorpe. 

The French MS. before quoted contains many 
strictures upon the female costume of this period. 
The writer inveighs tigalnbt the superfluous quanli- 
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ties of fur on the tails of the gowns, on the sleeves, 
and the hoods ; and adds, the use of great purfles 
and slit coats was introduced by wanton women, 
and afterwards adopted by the princesses and ladies 
of England, and with them he wishes it may con- 
tinue. He laments that the love of useless fashions 
was so prevalent amongst the lower classes of people, 
saying, ^' there is a custom now amongst serving- 
women of low estate which is very common, namely, 
to put fur on the collars of their garments, which 
hang down to the middle of their backs. They put 
fiir also upon the bottom, which falls about their heels 
and is daubed with the mire, &c.'* And, to deter his 
daughters from extravagance and superfluity in dress, 
he recounts a legend of a knight, who, having lost 
his wife, applied to a hermit to ascertain if her soul 
had taken an upward or a downward direction. The 
good man, after long praying, fell asleep in his 
chapel, and dreamed that he saw the soul of the 
fair lady weighed in a balance, with St. Michael on 
one side and the devil on the other. In the scale 
which contained the soul were placed the good deeds 
of her life, and in the opposite one her evil actions^ 
and beside the scale lay her flne costly clothing in 
the care of a fiend. The devil then said to St. 
Michael this woman ha^ ten diverse gowns and as 
many coats, and you well know that a smaller num- 
ber would have been sufficient for every thing neces- 
sary, according to the law of God, and that with the 
value of one of these gowns or coats no less than 
forty poor men might have been clothed and kept 
from the cold^ and that the mere waste cloth in 
them would have saved two or three from perishing ; 
so saying, the foul fiend gathered up all her gay 
garments, rings, and jewels, and flung them into the 
scale with her evil portions, which instantly prepon- 
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derated, and St. Michael immedUtel; left the ladj 
«nd her wardrobe at the devil's disposal. 

Stnitt haa quoted aoother short story from the 
same work, which we will add here as throwJDg a 
little njore light upon the cote-hardie. 

The eldest of two sisters was promJGed by her 
fcther to a young knight, possessed of a large estate. 
The day whs appointed for the gentleman to make 
his visit, he not having as jet seen either of them, 
and the ladies were informed of his eoming, that 
thej might be prepared to receive him. The affi- 
anced bride, who was Ihe handsomest of the twOf 
being desirous to show her elegant shape and slender 
waist to the best advaiita^, clothed herseif in a cote- 
hardie, which sat very strait and close upon her, 
without any lining or facing of fur, though it was in 
winter, and exceediogiy cold. The consequence was, 
that she appeared pale and miserable, like one pe- 
rishing with the severity of the weather ; while her 
sister, who, regardless of her shape, had atlired her- 
gdf rationally with thick garments lined with fur, 
looked warm and healthy, and ruddy as a rose. 
The young knight was fascinated by her who had 
the least beauty and the most prudence, and having 
obtained the father's consent to the change, left the 
mortified sister to shiver in single blessedness. 

The sumptuary laws passed in this reign prohibit 
Ihe wearing of furs of ermine, lettice, pure minivers 
or grey, by the wives of esquires, unless they are 
noble Oiemseives, or their husbands mayors of Lon- 
don Warwick, or other free towns. The queen's 
gentlewomen and the chief maiden attendant upon a 
princesB, a duchess, or a countess, are likewise per- 
mitted to wear the richer furs. 
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REIGN OF HENRY V., 1411—1422. 
THE CIVIL COSTUME 

of this short but busy reign differs in no visible de- 
gree from its immediate precursors. The long and 
short gowns, with sweeping sleeves, fancifully in- 
dented at the edges, or the pokys or bagpipe sleeves, 
mentioned by the monk of Evesham, formed the 
general upper garments of high and low, according 
to their own goodwill and pleasure, and in contempt 
of all parliamentary enactments. 

A peti or pettite coat of red damask is mentioned 
as remaining amongst the apparel of Henry V., and 
as it is described to have had open sleeves, there can 
be no doubt it was but a little fioai^ and that the gar- 
ment had no affinity to its highly-honoured name- 
sake. The mention of gowns, houppelands, chape- 
rons, &c. in the same inventory, proves the duration 
of the fashions of the last reign. Heukes of scarlet 
cloth and camlet, and pUches of grey fur, are novel 
articles. The first was no doubt a cloak similar to 
that still called a heuke by the Moors of Efarbary 
and Morocco. The latter word is a corruption of 
the Latin pelliceuSf or the Saxon pylce, and was an 
outer garment of fur used in cold or bad weather. 
Chaucer says, 

''After grete hete comith colde, 
No.mao cast hi& pilche away." 

Gallages or galloches occur in the same inventory ; 
and Henry V.'g partiality to short boots or buskins, 
called by the French housseaulx and hotlines, is 
proved by an anecdote in Monstrelet*s Chronicles. 

" When th^ rumour of Henry's death had reached 
the French courts Messire Sarazin D'Arly inquired 
of a relation, who had just returned from Picardy, if 
he knew any thing relative to the decease of the King 
of England; to which he replied in the affirmative^ 
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Biid said that he had seen the body of that monarch 
lying in stale in the church of St. Offram at Abbe- 
ville. 'But are you sure,' said Sarazin, ' ihat joii 
have not been decei\-ed?' 'Perfectly sure,' replied 
the other. 'But will }ou swear that he-hud uot his 
buskins on his legs?' ' Truly, he had not,' said his 
relation. 'Then, by my faith I' enclaimed Sarazin, 
'I will not believe he is dead if he have not left them 
behind him in France';'" th»t is, in the provinces 
belonging to the French crown, the greater part of 
Picardy being at this time an English province. 

In an old English poem on the siege of Rouen, 
1. D, 1418, Henry is described as riding 
" Ob b brounc stede, 
Of bilk dniDuke was his wede, 
A peylrelle of golds lull brygt 
AboDle bis necke tjnge down rigl, 
And i pendiUBle buhiDd him did hongc 
Unto ihe crtha, it watso lodge'." 
The peytrelle or paitriU was a piece of horse- 
fnmiture of this period; but if by "his necke". is 
meant the king's, and not bis " broune stede's," we 
must presume it to have been some golden eoHar 
thus called, as " hanging down from about his neck " 
could hardly be the description of a breast-plale ; 
besides which, he is not snpjiOKed to be armed, but 
entering in bis garments of peace — a weed of black 
damask. The long " pendaunte " was most probably 
ft pennon carried behind him and no part of his attire. 
Beards were not much worn in (his reign, and the 
hair was cut close round above the ears in a very 
unbecomuig fashion. Whiskers are not seen, and 
moustaches are only partially worn. The general 
character indeed of the whole of the fifteenth centurj 
is a closely shorn chin. 

* Cbroniques, lorn. i. >ub atino 1422. 
' Vide Arcbaologia, to]. aulI, 



In the tirst year of Henry V.'s reigD the colour 
of the Burcoat and chaperon gf the kn^hls of the 
Gartra was chang^ed a^ia to white. The whole of 
the dress was still of cloth* 




Pip.-«li6,fmm,ll. 



THE MIUTAnV EQUIPMENT 

of this period is reratirkable for the introduction of 
the panache*; the g^-aceful decoration of feathers 

• A^mole'i Hist. o( Uia Order. 

'The word "paniche" i«gener»l1y usedlnaIeKiof"pli4niB"fcr 
lb« tuthan plued upright nn the apex of the helmet or bueinet, 
the latter term beiog upplieJ vh«q wora »i> IhB aide ar bahiad, 
u In later ipeciDena. Il it rain«rked by Mr. fMbtw'tft \%\a^ 
BneTclopndi* of Aaliqultm, that the knight iwci 1>m«>\w!j«vn> 



184 



BRITISH COSTUME. 



having been hitherto confined to heraldic crests upon 
helmets, and never appearing as a mere ornament in 




Tilting helavl of ^^* commeneemeotof the 15th centary with heraldic crest 
from the tomb of Sir Edward de Thorpe, Ashwelthorpe Chttreb, Norfolk 




Tiltiog helmet aad shield, from the tomb of Henry V., Wwtminffler Al>bey. 

and the esquire one ; but there appears no rule for this. PersoDt 
of the highest rank are as often seen with one feather on thei* 
htimet Mi with tbrecf. 



England till the reign of Henry V. ^^ Its eflect in 
the civil bonnet or hood, where we have seen it, from 
the time of Edward III., induced some leader of 
consequence, we presume, to tra9sfer it to the basci- 
net, upon the ape« df whicb it now appears falling 
gracefully backward^ » tnbe or Iicllow knob being 




Helmet of Lovis, Dae de Bouxboo, eBfrared in-MoiitfjMiic^v. 

placed there to contain it. The bascinet itsdf under^ 
goes a change about this time, taking the s\aa:pe oi 
the head behind, and approaching the ibrm of the 
salade or sallet, a German head-piece, iatroduxsed in 

'* We have mentioned the app.arent solitary exception in page 
108 of this work, temp. Bdw. IJ Sir Samuel (then Dartoi^ 
Meyrick first called attention to the cuiiouis circumstai^ce joi 
feathers being first wor9 as ornaments in the neign of Henry V. 
Mr. M^ls, in his History of Q)iiTalry,re9iarks that that gentlemfin'^ 
'' not being able to find any instance of their being thus worn, 
goes but very little way to prove the negative." This isun- 
courteous enough ^ but it 4s equally unjust.: forthfifir nonrAPPiBfr- 
anee in the thousands of earlier jUuinina^QS the le^vned DpcW 
bad examined, coupled with their simuJ^taneovMi ^ppew^nce m all 
of that period, ai^d cpntinual pccijirrencp aftenivards^ does go a 
very long way to prove it. Besides, Mr. Mills prefaces this ob- 
servation by stating that Dr. Meyriek had contended that ''fealheiri 
were not used as crette till the fifteenth qe#)tyry /^ whtcjb be 
never did do, but ojd the contrary, contends«th9U they .^/*e'u^ed a^ 
crests (jtba^ ia to say heraldic jcrests) pfU^^ and. uQt as a mere 
plume or ornament, which an anliqua^y would not call a crest in 
speaking of English armour of the middle ages. Vide lAeyrick'j 
^rHIcal Enquiry 'nto Ancient Arms and Armour, d Kobi. 4^. 
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Iludiiil,al ftetrignof Henrr v., in Ihe Mfjriok nollMtioii. 

the next reign. The great crested helmet or heaume 
was now onl; worn for the tournament. A bascinet 
of this time is here engraved from one at Goodrich 
Court, having a tube for the panache, and holes for 
fixing the camail round the edge, the Uning or cap 
within, and the orte or chaplet without. 

Tlie jupon and military bell are still worn, but not 
so frequently ; but the distinguishing character of 
the military effigies and ill umi nations of this reign is, 
the absence of both jupon and surcoat, and the ap- 
pendage of a skirt composed of horizontal eteel 
bands, called taces, to the globular breast'plale (vide 
fig. d, \iage 183) ; so that when the hause-col or steel 
gorget la worn instead of or over the camail, as in 
figs, c and d, the whole suit of armour is of plate. 

Another peculiarity of the period is, the anomalous 
fashion of wearing large hatiging sleeves of cloth, 
silk, or richer materials, with the armour (vide fig. a}. 
Sometimes they arepart of asurcoatoracloaklhrown 
over the whole*suit, and sometimes the sleeves only 
are seen covering the arm to the wrist; and it is not 
quite evident from the illuminations whether in that 
case the body-armour conceals the rest of the gar- 
ment, or whether they are detached articles fastened 
to the (shoulder. When the sleeves are not worn, 
the shoulders appear covered with overlapping plates 
called pavtdrons, and two circular plates called pal- 
Iritei, are sometimea fastened to them in front so as to 
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protect the armpit 'Lance-rests in the form of hooks, 
placed just below the right breast, and breast-plates 
of two pieces, the lower one rising to a point in the 
centre and fastened upon the upper by an orna- 
mented buckle, are also characteristic of this reign. 
The lower plate was called the placard. St. Remy, 
a writer who was present at the battle of Agincourt, 
describes Henry himself, at break of day, hearing 
three masses, one afler the other, armed in all his 
armour excepting that for his head and his cote 
d!arme» (i. e. emblazoned surcoat or jupon). After 
masses had been said they brought him the armour 
for his head, which was a very handsome bascinet, 
a barierre (query baviere), upon which he had a very 
rich crown of gold circled like an imperial crown, 
that is^ arched over — the earliest instance of an 
arched crown worn by an English monarch". 

Monstrelet tells us the archers were, for the most, 
without armour and in jackets, with their hose loose, 
and hatchets or swords ' hanging to their girdles; 
some, indeed, were bare-footed, and without hats or 
caps. St. Remy confirms this account, using the 
word * pourpoints" for jackets ; but adds, that some 
wore caps of boiled leather (the cuir-bouilli), . or 
wicker-work crossed over with iron. 

Two-handed swords, with flaming or waved blades, 
first appear in this reign ; but they were used more 
for state than for war: a pole-axe was generally 
carried by commanders from the present period to 
the reign of Edward IV. 

THE FEMALE COSTUME 

of this reign is distinguished by a head-dress which 

'' Elmham gives a similar but a more vague and fanciful ac- 
count. Henry's crown was twice struck and injured by the 
blows of his enemies. The Duice D'AIenqon struck off part of it 
with his battle-axe, and one of the points or flowers was cut off by 
a French esquire, who, with seventeen others, swoc« \a ^«dss 
some such feat or perish. Monstielet, SI,B«idi. 
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may indeed be called horned. The satirical effusions 
□rsuch writers as John de Meun, am) the Knight of 
Nornjandy, appear Id have had no other effect upon 
the kdies than to induce them. Id the true spirit of 
conlra<liciioa, to justify to the fullest extent the odious 
comparisons of their censors. Tlierc is do loogec 
any thiDg extravagant in the charge of wearing a 
gibbet on the head, or rivalling the crested honours 
of the brute creation. The head-dress exhibited in 
the Illuminations and on the effitfies of this period 
is certainly as ugly and unbecoming as cau well be 
imagined : fbrtunalely, however, for the painter or Ihe 
actress, the fashion does not appear to have been bo 
p^encral as to render its introduction on the canvas or 
the stage indigpensuble. The simple golUen networl! 




Komsd hnul'dreu of tba lB(ti aentaiy. {rom UiEfffigTorBettiiiii.Cmittai 
of Arandrl.in lie Chuti^h utAniDde]. 

confioing the hair, and ct quaint but elegant head-tire 
consisting of a roll of rich stuff, sometimea descending 
in a. peak on the forehead, or circling the brow like 
a turban, exist to extricate the lovers of the picturesque 
from BO disagreeable a dilemma. Taste is ever the 
true friend of fashion, and can see and amend her 
follies while most admiring her inventions. 

The robe or gown with a long train and hanging 
or tabard sleeves, and the cote- h&rdie with its spencer- 
like variety, are seen as in the last reign ; but where 
girdles are worn, the waist is considerably shorter. 
An inner tunic is sometimes discernible by its sleeves, 
which descend beyond those of the robe and cover 
the hand, as in the time of Henry I. ; gluTes not 
yet forming a usual portion of the female attire. 

The effigy of William of Colchester, Abbot of 
Westminster from 1386 to 1420, engraved in Sto- 
thard's work from the monument in Westminster 
Abbey, may be referred to as a fine specimen of the 
ecclesiastical costume of this period. 
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REIGN OP HENRY VI., 1420—1461. 

Ip any proof were wanting of" the confusion 
order of this untbrtuuate moDurch's Te\gu it n 
drawn (Vom the apparel of his jteople, which 
to have bc^i a jumble of a.11 tlie fashions 
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ages with every thing most- ridictrioua and extra- 
TBgant that could be invented or discovered at the 
■nomniL It were a vain task to attempt a minnte 
dcBcriptian or classification of the dresses of this 
period. The mofft reniBrksble ieature of the 

CIVIL COSTUUB 

of the middle of the fiflecnth century, was the more 
frequent appearance of caps and hats <^ fantastic 




icDpjrgfLydgiilt'iLilBDf Sl.Kd. Harl.SSTS. 

shapes, and the alteration of the chaperon from aa 
almost indescribable btmdle into a regularly- formed 
erawn within a thick roll called the rotmdlet, and 
hminga long tippet attached to It which trtiled on 
the ground, (vide fbiirth fifrure in thft aWit m\- 
gnving,) was lucked into the g\id\e, ot «tk^^r4 



round ihe neck, or siiapentled the diaperon iIkII 
over the shoulder when removed from the head, ac- 
cording to the I'iincy or situalioii of the wearer. A 
single leather is sometimes worn in fronl of the cap 
or bonnet, an in the time of Richard II. Long tig^ht 
hone with feet to Ihem. boots or galoches cumiDg up 
to the middle of the thi^h, short boots or buskins, 
anil shoes with high fronts and backs that turn over 
each way, all of them long-toed, and some extra- 
vagantly so. The gown, doublet, or jacket, instead 
of being made close and high up in the neck as in 
the lust century, is now cut round even with the 
shoulders, frequently showing the small stand-up 
collar, hollowed out in front, of some under vest- 
ment, with light sleeves that protrude throiigh open- 
ings made In the loose ones of the gown or jacket, 
which latter hang down, richly trimmed with fur, and 
seemingly mure for ornament than service. 

The hair is worn as before, the face closely shaven. 

oonsiit of long robes with or without sleeves, lined 
and trimmed with furs, or having only capes or 
collars of ermine desL-ending half way to the elbow, 
with bars of ermine beneath, according to the rank 
of the wearer. 

Garlands or coronets, and chains or collars of 
gold and jewels, are worn as before. 

The robes of the knights of the Garter underwent 
some alteration in this reign. The colour of ihe Bur- 
coat and chaperon was changed to scarlet ' in th« 
thirteenth year of Henry Vl„ and afterwards back 
again to white. The number of garters to be em- 
broidered on them was limited in this reign to one 
hundred and twenty for a duke, and less by ten for 

' And, in canBrmilian at ibis, »e ptneive tbat Ihe sarcoat of 
(he li^irl of Shreivibury, in the lUuminntiun engnicd ni tlie beid 
of ihii cliipirr, is lo painledj Ihn liood i> alio red but li|hlei. 
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a marquis, by twenty for an earl, and so on, down to 
a knight bachelor, who wore sixty. The king was 
unlimited, and on Henry's surcoat and hood there 
were one hundred and seventy-three. The mantle 
about this period was first made of velvet, and lined 
with white damask or satin'. Legal and other official 
habits are composed invariably of long and full 
gowns, sometimes of two colours", girdled round the 
waist, and hoods with long tippets by which they are 
occasionally sliNig over the shoulder. The gowns 
are trimmed and lined with furs according to the 
rank of the wearer. 

When Henry VI. returned to England after being 
crowned in France, a.d. 1432, the lord-mayor of 
London rode to meet him at Eltham, being arrayed in 
crimson velvet, a great velvet hat furred, a girdle of 
gold about his middle, and a baldrick of gold about 
his neck trailing down behind him. His three 
henchmen^ in one suit of red spangled with silver. 

' Ashmole's Hi«t. of the Order. 

' '^ Of older times," says Stow, " I read that the officers of 
this city wore gowns of party-colours, as the right side of one 
colour and the left side of another. As for example, I read in 
books of accounts in Guildhall, that in the nineteenth year of 
King Henry VI. there was bought for an officer's gown two yards 
of cloth coloured mustard viUars, a colour now out of use, and 
two yards of cloth coloured blew, price two shillings the yard, 
in all eight shillings more, paid to John Pope, draper, for two 
gowD-cloths, eight yards, of two colours, etix ombo deux de rouge 
or red medley, brune and porre (or purple) colour. Price the 
yard two shillings. These gowns were for Piers, Rider, and JohD 
Buckle, clerks of the chamber." Mustard villars has been said 
to be a corruption of moiiier velours^ and consequently to signify 
the species of stuflT, and not the colour ; but Slow speaks of it 
here as a colour distinctly. A town called Muster de FHHerSf 
near Harfleur, is mentioned by the historians of the preceding 
reign in their accounts of Henry's expedition, and most probably 
gave its name to the dye or the stuff there manufactured. 

* Pages so called. The royal henchmen were abolished by 
Q. Elizabeth. 
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The aldermen in gowns of scariet with purple boodi^ 
and all the commonalty of the city in wtdte gowns 
and scarlet hoods, with divers cognizances em« 
broidered on their sleeves ^ 




Tign, a and h, two salades of the reigti of Henry VL* one with a mo^rvahUr 
▼isor ; c, a figure from an ivory cross bow of the same reig^n sihonrlnc the 
•alaAe coYenng^ the face; d« a bill, and e, a dagger called doffue a roeile 
from its handle ; all from the originals at Goodrich Court. 

THb ARBOUR 

partook of the fantastic and unbridled caprices of 
the day. Surcoats and jupons were less worn, but it 
became the fashion to cover the breast-plate with silk 
of one colour, and the placard with silk of another. 
The jazerant or jazerine jacket was frequently worn 

* Stow. 
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hi lieu of the breast and back piates. This defence 
was composed of small overlapping plates of iron 
covered with velvet, the gilt studs that secured them 
forming the exterior ornament, and over this was 
sometimes worn the placard of steel. Tuiles, plates 
depending from the taces or skirt of the armour in 
front, over an apron of chain-maO, are first visible at 
this period. A still lighter species of armour than 
the ja^erant, but of the same description, is mentioned 
by Commines about this time. " The Dukes of Berri 
and Bretagne,*' he says, " were at their ease on their 
hobbies, armed only with gilt nails sewn upon satin« 
that they might weigh the less." This sort of habit 
would have all the appearance of a jazerant exter- 
nally, and may be easily mistaken for it in illumina- 
tions of the fifteenth century. To the bascinet, helmet, 
and chapel-de-fer, was now added a new head-piece» 
called a salade or sallet, from the German schale or 
shell. Its .principal characteristic is the projection 
behind. It had sometimes only a horizontal slit for 
the sight as it descended below the eyes, but at others 
it came no lower than the forehead and was furnished 
with a moveable visor. (Vide engraving on the oppo- 
site page.) Casquetelsr or steel caps were also in» 
troduced, and are seen in the illuminations of this 
reign with oreillets, round or oval plates over the 
ears, and sometimes with a- spike at the top called a 
crenel or chamel. Sometimes the oreillets themselves 
have spikes projecting from their centres. 

The armour generally is exceedingly ornamented. 
Every plate of that of John, Duke of Somerset, 
(engraved in Sandfotd's Genealogical History,) who 
died in 1444, has an exceedingly rich border to it. 
He also wears the splendid military belt which is 
seldom seen after this reign. 

The spurs were screwed on to the steel shoe about 
this time, instead of being fastened by leathers. Tlve.^ 
were exceedingly Jong in the neck, and \Xie «^^«&^\ 
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the rowels of fonnidable dimensions. (Vide figurt o^ 
p. 194.) 
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The first token of a most important change in 
warfare became visible during the reign of Henry VI. 
The invention of cannon had suggested to the Italians 
the use that might be made of a piece of ordnance 
small enough to be portable, and the hand-cannon or 
gonne^ a simple iron tube with trunions at its sides, 
and a touch-hole atop, was fixed in a stock of wood 
about a cubit and a half in length, and called the 
frame of the gun. It was soon however discovered 
that while the touch -hole remained atop, the priming 
was likely to fall off or be blown away before the 
match could be applied ; the perforation was conse- 
quently transferred to the side, and a small pan put 
under it to hold the powder. A cover for the pan 
was next invented to turn off and on by means of a 
pivot, and in this stage it was used in England, 
certainly as early as 1446, as appears from a roll of 
purchases for the castle on Holy Island, in the 
county of Durham, of that date. 

A hand-cannon of the earliest sort with the touch- 
hole atop, and a battle-axe with a hand-gun united 
and the touch-hole placed above a pan at the side, 
are engraved on the opposite page, from the originals 
in the armoury at Groodrich Court 

THE FEMALE COSTUME 

comprises, like that of the other sex, all the pre- 
vious fashions with fantastic additions and variations 
too numerous to detail in words. Gowns with ei}/>r- 
mous trains, girded tightly at the waist, and with 
turn-over collars of fur or velvet coming to a point in 
front, and disclosing sometimes a square-cut under 
vest or stomacher of a d^rent colour to the robe, 
are of the termination of this reign. The sleeves are 
of ail descriptions, but the waist is exceedingly short, 
as in Henry V.'s reign. The bead-dresses bm 




Kill, a icd bfiamRHrloinn liS.WS: cfrnm Ihr bind' of n ni>«ri«>r<lt> 
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mostly of the horned or heart shape, the latter es- 
ceediDgly hiffh, with tippets or veils sometimes at- 
tached to them. (Vide etigi-aving above.) The Har- 
leian MS. 22b^, fol. d, pre^^erves " a ditty agaiast the 
forked coiffures," or head dresBes which the ladies 
lie time of Henry VI., beginning 
" OS God mad kynde procedllh al bewle." 

Large turbans of the true Turkish form, made of the 
richest materials, ure frequently seen from this period. 
In apoem presented by Lidgate to Henry VI. a lady 
is drawn sitting up in her bed with a (tirban on, and 
another with a similar head-dress attending her. 
(Vide tigures a and b.} Isabella of Bavaria, queeu 
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Df Charles VI, of France, is seen in Montfaucon's 
work with a heart-aliaped head'dress of exceeding 
size, and the story goes, that she carried the fashion 
to such an extent, that the doors of the palace at Vin> 
cennea were obliged to be altered to admit the queen 
and the ladies of her suite nhen in full dress : but 
this anecdote, if authentic, might relate to the steeple 
head-dress, which succeeded the horned or hearted 
shape, and was worn, as its name imfilies, of a por- 
tentous height' Isabella is represented with one in a 
another illumination copied in Johnes edition of 
Froissart, the pnnls to which are all engraved from 
miniatures of die fifleenth instead ol the fourteenth 
century. 

EtElGN OF KDWARD IV, 1461— 14flJ 
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■ Edward IV. Ol 
is represented in the tunic, dalmalica, nnd mantle with 
a deep cape or cope of ermine. He is crowned with 
the imperial arched diadem, its first appearance on the 
seals of oiir English monsrchs, though not in their 
actual regtilia. In his right hand he bears the sceptre, 
and in his lefl the mound and cross. With a slight 
variation of attitude, we perceive him similarly repre- 
sented in the engraving, p. 199, copied from an illu- 
miuated MS. in the Lambeth library, wherein he is 
depicted receiving a book from the hands of Lord 
Rivers and Caiton the printer, and surrounded by 
his queen and family. The new fashion that Edward 
chose for his last state dresses was to have them 
made with very full hanging sleeves, like a monk's, 
lined with the most sumptuous furs, and so rolled 
over his shoulders as to give his tall person an 
ait of peculiar grandeur^. He also altered the sur- 
coat and chaperon of the Order of the Garter from 
the while cloth of the last reign to purple velvet '. It 
is probable that the velvet mantle introduced by 
Henry YI. remained blue, as murrey and blue were 
the colours of ilie house of York, and similar reasons 
may have suggested the ndoprion of colours to the 
various sovereigns ; blue and white being the Lan- 
castrian colours, and blue and scarlet those of the 
kingdom. The lining of the surcoat was now al- 
tered fromfiirs to white sarcenet*. 

TBE OEMEHAl. HALE COSTUHS 

of this period maybe gatheirai from the following ex- 
tracts from the chronicles of Monstrelet and Paradin's 
Histoire de Lyons, for there was no fashion bo ridi- 
culous started in France, but then, as now, it was 
immediately adopted iu England. The former writer 

i, 563. 
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tells US that the jackets, doublets, or pourpoints, were 
cut shorter than ever, and the sleeves of them slit, so 
as la show their lai^e, loose, and white shirts ; the 
shoulders were padded out with large naddingi 
called tnahoilra, and so capricious were the beaux of 
the period, that he who to-day was shortly cluthed, 
was habited to-morrow down to the grouud. They 
wore their hair so long that it eame icito their eyes, 
and Ihey covered their heads with bonnets of cloth a 
quarter of an ell or more in height; all of them, as 
well knigbLs as squires, wore chains of gold of the 
most sumptuous kind. Even boys wore doublets of 
silk, satin, and velvet ; and almost all, especially in 
the courts of princes, had points at the toes of their 
tthoes a quarter of an ell long and upwards, which 
they now called poulaines. Paradin is still more 
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descriptive on the Eubject of shoes. " The i 
eays, " wore shoes with a point before, half a foot 
Ions'; ^^ richer ond mori' eminent personag:es wore 
them a, foot, und princes tn'o feet long', which waK 
the most ridiculous thing that ever was seen ; and 
when men became tired of these pointed shoes, which 
were called poulaines, they adopted others in their 
stead denominated duck-bilia, having a bill or beak 
before, of four or five fingers ia length. AJlertvards, 
assuming a contrary fashion, they wore slippers so 
very br(»d in front as to eifeed the measure of & 
good foot," p, 271. 

In the third year of Edward's reign he endeavoured 
to check some of these ettruvagances, and an act 
was promulgated, by which cloth of gold, cloth of 
silk of a purple colour, and fur of sables, were pro- 
hibited to all knights under the estate of lords. Ba- 
chelor knights were foibiddea to wear cloth of velvet 
upon velvet, unless they were knights of the Garter ; 
aod simple esquires or gentlemen were restricted 
from the use of velvet, damask, or figured satin, or 
any counterfeit resembling such stofTs, except they 
possessed a yearly income to the value of a hundred 
pounds, or were attached to the king's court or 
household. 

The richer furs were also forbidden to any persons 
who were not in the enjojment of forty pounds yearly 
income; andgir<llesof gold, silver, or silver gilt, or 
any way ornamented with such materials, were nlw 
Ibtbiddeu to them. 

No one under the estate of a lord was permitted to 
wear the indecently-short jackets, gowns, &c. men- 
tioned by Monstrelet, or pikes or poleines to hii 
shoes and boots exceeding two inches in length. No 
yeoman, or person under the degree of a yeoman, was 
allowed bolsters, or stuffing of wool, cotton, or cadia, 
'lis purpoint or doublet under a penalty of six 



■hillings sad «ght-f ence fine nod forfeiture awarded; 
and toeverytoilor making such Eboit or stuffed dresses, 
or Hhoemaker or cobbler manufacturing such lotig-toed 
shoes for unprivileged persons, Stow adds, the pain 
of cursing by tlie clergy for the latter oSence, as weU 
BS the forfeit of twenty shilhogs; one noble to the 
king, another to the cordwainers of London, and the 
thirf to the chamber of London '•. 

A similar Etatute was passed in the twenty-second 
year of Edward IV., when the former statutes were 
repealed, and woollen cloth manufactured out of ^e 
king's doDunioriB was strictly prohibited to all persons 
under the rank of oohihty. The lord mayor of 
London ranked as a knight bachelor; and the re- 
corder and aldermen of London, the mayors, baiiifis, 
&c of all cities, towns, shire towas, boroughs, cinque- 
ports, and the barons rf Ute same, wene permitted 
the use of apparel allotted to esquires >nd gentlemen 
having possessions to Qte annul amount of fortf 
pounds. 




The collar of suns and roses, to which was some- 
times appended the white lion of the house ofMarch, 
was given by Edward IV. to his adherents, and is seen 
•on many of the effigies of this period. It is here en- 
graved as seen on the efEgy of the Countess of Arun- 
del at Arundel (fig. a), and that of Sir John Crosby 
in the church of Great St. Heleo's, London (fig. b). 
In both instances the ornament or figure appended is 
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destroyed, but Ihe remuiiiH of it atlached to Sir J ., 

Crosby's enllar bear evidence to its havinjj been thu 
representationof some aniinal.if not the lion of March. 
The siina nud rnses of the other toUar are linked 
by the Arundel badges of oak leaves. 




THE MILITARy HABIT 

presents us with few striking novelties. Very glo- 
bular breast- plates, immense elbow-plntee, and large 
tiiilles (only one for each thigh) terminating in a 
sharp angle, are characteristic of this reign, but they 
are not universal. The sollerets were still enor- 
mously long and pointed, in accordance with the 
piked shoes of the lime. The steel pikes, however, 
retained the old name of cracowes, while those of 
the boots and shoes were new christened pouleines. 
Helmets appear little worn except for tournaments, 
and the visored salade is the general head-piece of 
knights in battle, sometimes surmounted by a wreaih 
and crest. The morion first appears in this reign. 
The skull-caps of steel, called casqtidiis and eapA- 
lines with ihe large oval ear-pieces, are frequent, mid 
the gorget and apron of ':haiD-mai] are Indented or 

scalloped at the edges. The siircoal and jupon are 
seldom seen, but a tabard of arms, worn loose like 
the herald's, occasionally supplies their place. The 

nilitary belt is still worn, and the jazerine jacket 
and nearly all the armour of Ihe preceding reign 
may be found in iHuminalions of the present. 
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The shield is without alteration. Halberts are 
first mentioned about this period, though the name 
belonged to the earliest pole-axe, which the Ger- 
mans called alle-barde or cleave-all. The voidge^ 
a variety of the glaive or guisarme, and the genetaire 
or janetaire^ a kind of Spanish lance, are added to 
the catalogue of offensive weapons, and the hand-gun 
became common. Swords and bucklers are first 
assigned to archers in this reign. Chanfrons, with 
spikes projecting fi-om them, were adopted about 
1467. Spurs as before. 

Grose, on the authority of a MS. in the British 
Museum, says that, in the year 1471, £dward IV. 
landed at Ravenspurg in Yorkshire, having among 
his troops three hundred Flemings armed with hange- 
guns, which, if not a corrupted reading for hand-guns, 
may have been so called from a long hasp of iron 
generally affixed to them> and by which they might be 
hung at the girdle. 

THE COSTUME OF THE LADIES 

of the reign of Edward IV. is no whit behind that of 
their lords in extravagance or splendour. Monstre- 
let tells us that, about the year 1467, the ladies left 
off the fashion of wearing tails to their gowns, and in 
their room substituted borders of lettice and marten 
skins, or of velvet and other materials, as wide and 
sometimes wider than a whole breadth of the stuff. 
They wore on their heads round caps, gradually di- 
minishing to the height of half an ell, or three quar- 
ters, as some had them with loose kerchiefs atop, 
hanging down sometimes as low as the ground. 
They beg^n to wear their girdles of silk much larger 
than they were accustomed to do, with the clasps more 
sumptuous, and collars or chains of gold about their 
necks much quainter than before ('* plus cointe- 

T 
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ment"), and in o greater variety. Paradin says the 
ladies ornameDted Iheir lieads witli certain rolls of 
linen" pointed like HteepleR, generally half, undsooie- 
limeR tltree quarters of' an ell in height. These were 
called by some, great bntterflies, from havinglwo larg« 
wings nn each side resembling those of that insect 
The hig-h cap was covered with a fine piece of lawa 
hangingdown to the grouiid, the greater part of which 
was tucked under the arm, ITie ladies of a middle 
rank wore caps of cloth, consisting of several breadths 
or bands twisted round the head, with two wings on 
the sides like ape's ears; others again, of a higiier 
condition, wore caps of velvet half a yard high, 
which la Aiase days would appear very stracg« *mA 
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unseemly. It is not an easy matter, continues the 
author, to give a proper description in writing of the 
different fashions in the dresses of the ladies, and he 
refers the readers to the ancient tapestry and painted 
glass, in nhich they may see them more perfectly re- 
pnsented. "To these he might have added," iays 
Mr. Strutt, "the illuminated MSS., n here in they are 
frequently enough to be met with ;" but his readers 
might have satisfied themselves still more completely, 
as indeed ours may do, by a glance at the costume 
of Kormftody. The peasantry of Rouen, Caen, 
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Caux, &c., to Ihis day wear the identical steeple 
taps nith the butterflies' wiuiis that, three hundred 
and sisty years ago, towered upon tho heads of the 
gentle dames of Paris and London. The evauescent 
caprice or some high-bora fair has given a national 
costume to the paysannea of Normandy, who have 
reverently copied for nearly four centuries the head- 
dress worn by their mothers before them. 

Addison, in the Spectator, has a pleasant letter on 
this subject, comparing the steeple head-dress to the 
commodeor tower of his day ; and, following Paradin, 
he says, "Thewomen might possibly have carried thi» 
Gothic building much higher had not a famous monk, 
Thomas Couecte by name, attacked it with great zeal 
and resolution. This holy man travelled from place 
to place to preach down this monstrous commode ; 
and succeeded so well in it that, as the magicians sa- 
crificed their books to the flames upon the preaching 
of an apostle, many of the women threw down their 
head-dresses in the middle of his sermon, and made a 
bonfire of them within sight of the pulpit. He was 
so renowned, as well for the sanctity of his life as his 
manner of preaching, that he had often a congrega- 
tion of twenty thousand people, the men placing 
themselves on the one side of his pulpit, and the wo- 
men on the other, that appeared (lo use the simili- 
tude of an ingenious writer) like a forest of cedara 
wiih their heads reaching to the clouds. He so 
warmed and animated the people against this mon- 
strous ornament that it ky under a kind of persecu- 
tion, and, whenever it appeared in public, was pelted 
down by the rabble, who flung stones at the persons 
that wore it. But notwithstanding this prodigy 
vanished while the preacher was amongst them, it 
began to appear again sume months aller his de- 
parture ; or, to tell it in Monsieur Pamdin's own 
words, — the women that like snails in a fright, had 
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drawn io their horns, shot them out a^in as soon 
as the danger was over^^" 

In a MS. *copy of Froissart, in the Harleian Li- 
brary, a waggish illuminator has ridiculed the steeple 
cap and its appendages by drawing in the margin a 
swine walking upon stilts, and playing the harp ; its 
head being decorated afler the prevailing fashion. By 
the sumptuary laws of this reign the wives of esquires 
and gentlemen, knights bachelors and knights under 
the rank of lord, unless they were knights of the 
Garter, were forbidden to wear cloth of gold, velvet 
upon velvet, furs of sable, or any kind of corses 
worked with gold, and to the former was forbidden 
the use of figured satins, and even of stuffs made in 
imitation of it, or of the finer cloths of velvet or gold. 
The wives of persons not having the yearly value of 
forty pounds, and widows of less possession, their 
daughters, &c. were forbidden to wear girdles orna- 
mented with gold, silver, or gilt work, or any corse 
of silk made out of the realm, or any coverchief ex-* 
ceeding a certain price, or the furs of martens, foynes, 
and lettice, with a variety of minor prohibitions. The 
word corse is said by Strutt to mean here the corset 
or stays, it being derived from the French corps; 
and a pair of stays, consequently called at first a pair 
of bodies^ from whence our word bodice. Something 
like a bodice certainly appears about this time, that is 
to say, the body of the dress is visibly laced in front 
over a sort of stomacher, as in Switzerland and many 
parts of the Continent to this day ; but any kind of 
•' corses worked with gold," we take simply to mean 
any kind of bodies (of gowns) so embroidered, and 
not a corset or pair of stays, though probably their 
origin. The expression, ** any corse of silk made 
out of the realm," has, however, certainly no refer- 
ence to stays or even to the body of a gown ; for in 
'* Spectator 98. See aUo Argentre'e Histoire de Bretagne. 
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Richard III/s letter from York, quoted in page 212 
of this work, there is an order for ** one yard three 
quarters corse of silk meddled with gold," and *' as 
much black corse of silk for our spurs** So. that 
corse here seeins to signify the qualit} of the silk 
itselC 
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Chapter XIV 

REIGNS OF EDWARD V. AND RICHARD lll^ 

1483—1485. 

It seems absurd at first sight to separate in a work of 
this description two years from the three or four and 
twenty preceding or following them, merely because 
two monarchs during that short period sat upon the 
throne of England ; but so great a change in costume 
followed the accession of Henry VII. that it would 
be perplexing to join these reigns to his, and there 
are sufficient variations in the dress of Richard III.'s 
time from that of his brother Edward's to warrant 
our allotting ** the crooked back tyrant," as he has 
been unfairly called, a chapter to himself, his unfor- 
tunate nephew being only named pro forma. 

Of Richard III. there is no authentic representa- 
tion existing. His monumental effigy, carved by order 
of Henry VII., was broken to pieces at the dissolution 
of the monasteries in the reign of Henry VIII., and 
the portrait on wood, in his majesty's possession, as 
well as those which adorn the walls of the meetingr 
room of the Society of Antiquaries, are supposed to 
have been painted during the reign of Henry VII., 
and whether from recollection, fancy, or from some 
portrait for which Richard had sat, and which is 
now lost or mislaid, no documents remain to satisfy 
us. They must therefore be considered equivocal 
testimony as to features, and in point of costume, 
being merely heads with caps on them, they are ot 
little value to our present purpose. 
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of Riohard we have a detailed a 
which is prefised an indenture, witnessiug " thai Piers 
Courteja, the king's trardrober, hathe talten upon 
him to purvey by Hie 3d day Juyell next coming the 
parcels ensying aguynst the coronatioD of our Sove- 
reigne Lorde." We therein find that the day before 
his coronation he was to ride from the Tower (o 
Westminster in a doublet and sloraacher of blue cloth 
of gold, "wroght with netts and pyne apples'," a long 
gown of purple velvet furred with ermine, and a pair 
of short gilt spurs, On the day of the coronation he 
appears to have worn two complete sets of robes, one 
of crimson velvet embroidered with gold and furred 
with miniver pure, the other of purple velvet furred 
with ermine; his aabatons (shoes) covered with 
crimson tissue cloth of gold ; his hose were of crim- 
son satin, as were also the shirt, coat, surcoat, mantle, 
and hcM>d in which he was anointed, previously to 
putting on the last symbols of royalty. During that 
part of the ceremony he also wore a tabard, " like 
unlo a dalmaiica of while sarcenet," and a coif made 
of lawn, which, being put on his head alter the unctJou, 
WHS to be worn for the space of eight days. Two 
hals of estate are also ordered with the roniid rulls 
behind and the beeks (beaiis or peaks) before. 

Richard's wardrobe was at all times magnificently 
furnished; he and tlie Duke of Buckingham being 
notorious for their love of dress and finery. A man- 
dikte still exists amongst the Harleian MSS, sent 
from York by Richard to the keeper of his wardrobe 
in London, August 31, 1463, wherein he specifies 
the cosily habits in which he was desirous of enbibit- 

* This piUrn is fre>|uflii)ly Keii in iUuininatioiu of the Meeolii 
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ing himself to his northern subjects, with a descrip- 
tive detail, which, as Mr. Sharon Turner justly re- 
marks, we should rather look for from the fop that 
unnoyed Hotspur than from the stern and warlike 
Richard III. 

From this and the other document before quoted 
we may acquire a general knowledge of the robes 
and habits of 

THE NOBILITY. 

They consisted of hose or long stockings (the Nor- 
man chaussi^s, in fact) tied by points, as the laces 
were called, to the doublet, which was sometimes 
open in front, about halfway down the breast, show- 
ing a placard or stomacher, over which it was laced 
like a peasant's bodice. This was a fashion just in- 
troduced. Over the doublet was worn either a long 
or a short gown, according to fancy or circumstances ; 
the former hanging loose, the latter full of plaits be- 
fore and behind, but plain at the sides, and girdled 
tightly about the waist. These upper vestments had 
sleeves of various descriptions, very full and slashed 
in front, so as to let the arm through, or cut open 
at the elbow behind, and showing the sleeve of the 
doublet or even of the shirt, the doublet being slashed 
also and laced across for ornament's sake merely. 

Small caps, or ** bonets** as they are called, the 
French word bond (bonnet) becoming naturalized, 
we believe, about this period, of various shapes, but 
principally round and fitting the head closely, with 
rolls of fur round them, or the lining simply turned 
up, and a feather at the back or at the side, sometimes 
jewelled up the stem, formed the general head-dress; 
but the hood and tippet were also worn. 

Boots reaching to the middle of the thigh and 
turned over with straps, like the modern top-boot, 
are frequently seen in illuminations oC iVxi^ '^\VKA^ 
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wicli long spars and enurnioiisly long-pointed toes, 
and a sorl of clog ^lened by a slrap over the instep, 
or merely by the pressure of two small side-pieces, la 
seen vying in length with the toes of the hose or 
cliuuss^ above it. 

The hair vraa worn extremely bushy behind and at 
the sides, as in the preceding reign. 

The materials of which the gowns, doublets, &c. 
were made were splendid ; of course, in proportion to 
the fancy of the wearer. We will not say the rank 
or the means, for the sumptuary laws continually 
quoted have proved that, then as now, the folly of 
dressing beyond both was but too common in Eng- 
land. Hichard writes for his short gowns of crimson 
cloth of gold ; " that one with droppue, and that other 
with nelt, lined with green vetvet ;" gowns of green 
velvet and green sattln ; placards and stomachers of 
purple and green sattln; doublets of purple and 
tawney sattin, lined with galand cloth and outlined 
with buske; "acloke, with a cape of violet ingrained, 
the both lined with black velvet ;" atid he had also a 
long gown of purple cloth of gold, wrought with 
garters and ro^es, and lined with white damask, 
which was the ^ifl of the queen. 

The poor young prince, by right King Edward V., 
received for the ceremony of (he coronation of his 
usurping uncle a short gown, made of two yards and 
three qiiarters of crimson cloih of gold, lined with 
black velvet; a long gown of the same stuff, lined 
with green damask; a shorter gown, made of two 
yards and a quarter of purple velvet, lined with green 
damask; a stomacher and doublet, made of two yards 
of black satin; besides two fooiclolhs, a bonel of 
purple velvet, gilt spurs, und magnilicent apparel for 
his henchmen or pages. 

To all the officer^ of state and to (he principnl 
nobility cloths of gold und silver, scarlet cloth, and 
silkB of various colours were given aa liveries aiii per- 
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quisites. To ** the Duke of Bukks* (Buckingham)* 
who stands first, eight yards of blue cloth of gold, 
wrought with •' droops,*' eight yards of black velvet, 
and twelve yards of crinason velvet were delivered as 
a special gifl from the king. 

The henchmen or pages of the king and queen 
wore doublets of green satin, long gowns of crimson 
velvet lined with white sarcenet, and black bonnets^ 
The kings had also provided for them long gowns of 
white cloth of gold and doublets of crimson satin. 

We might fill pages with similar extracts from this 
book of the wardrober, but we have extracted as 
much as is necessary for our present purpose, and 
refer the curious reader to the document itself for the 
description of the horse-furniture, embroideries for 
banners, pennons, cano{»es, &c, and all the pomp 
and circumstance of the gCH'geous ceremony amidst 
which Richard assumed a crown he had no **ight to 
wear, and lost, with his life, in. twenty-six months 
from the date of his usurpatiou. 

THE ARMOUR 

of this period was most splendid* The pauldrons 
l^EDQst assumed the appearance of the later pass 
guards ; the knee and elbow pieces were much larger, 
generaUy fan>^shaped, and of most elaborate work* 
manship. The eflBgy of Sir Thomas Peyton is a fine 
specimen of the knightly harness of Richard III.*s 
reign. .(Vide engraving over leaf.) When covered 
it was by the tabard pf arms^ as in the reign of 
Sidward IV Richard, in his letter from York> 
expressly orders " three coats of arms, beaten with 
fine gold, for our own person.'* The salade and 
the hausse-col, or gorget of steel, was still worn> 
the former surmounted by the knight's chapeau 
and crest, or, as in the preceding reigns, surrounded 
by a wreath of the wearer'« colours^ with a feath^ %$. 
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ihe side. The salade of John, the first Howard, 
Duke of Norfolk, is so orniimeiited in a painting on 
gl&ss in the possession of his Grace the present 
Duke, and which has been engraved by Mr. Willi- 
ment, author of the ' Royal Jleraldry,' &c- Richard, 
on his great seal, is represented with an additLonat 
cap over the chapeau. surrounded by the crown and 
surmounted by the lion. The crown of ornament 
which he wore at Bosworth was found, it will be re- 
membered, in a bush, and brought to the victor upon 
the field. It had probably been struck from thn 
chapeau in the mel*ie. 

The tilting shield is still more fantastic in shape, 
and the war-shield has become almost pentangular. 

The sword is belted so as to hang almost in front, 
and the dagger is attached as usual to the right hip. 
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Leathern jacks, jazenoe jackets, and short linen 
or cloth doubleta, the latter ^oerally white, with St 
George's cross upon Ihem, with loD^ hose, are the 
general habitsofthearchers, bill-men, and guisarmiers; 
their head-piece also being the st^ade or a round 
iron pot-heimet or skull-cap. 




:i1ig) of Iddf Fajrtoi, fnis Iikbim Ckanli, Cimtiiidiuihlr*. 
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pteseDts IIS with a new-fhshioned head-dreaa. The 
high caps have disappeared, and the hair is entirely 
confined in a cap or caul of gold net or embroidered 
Btud^ projecting horizontally from the back of the 
bead, and corernl by a kerchief of the finest texture, 
■tiBTened out, as in the prerioua reign, to resemble a 
pair of wings. Some of these keroVi\ft^%«itt«v\.'T«ndci 
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, and paved or chequered wilh irold ; olher* 
limply transpiireut, and scarcely exceed the siae 
nf the caul. The gown remains as before, with turn- 
over collars, and cuff's of fur or velvet. In atate 
dreeaes the crmineii jacket or waistcoat is still worn 
with a kirtle and mantle, and the hair ia pennitted to 
bll in natural ringlets down the shoulders. Anne, 
the queen of Richard III., wore, the day before her 
coronation, a kirtle and mantle of white cloth of gold, 
trimmed with Venice golH, and furred with ermine — 
the mantle being additionally "garnished with seventy 
annulets of siker gilt and gylt." Her coronation robes, 
like her husband's, were composed — the first set of 
crimson velvet, furred with miniver; and the second 
of purple velvet, furred with ermine ; her shoes being 
of crimson tissue cloth of gold. 
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Chapter XV. 

REtGN OF HENRY VII., 1485—1509. 

At len^h we have emerged into the broad light of 
day. The pencils of Holbein, of Rubens, and Van- 
dyke will henceforth speak volumes to the eye, and 
lighten the labours of the pen. With this reign we 
bid adieu to monumental effigiesand illuminated MSS. 
Not without gratitude, however, for the services they 
have rendered us through ages of darkness and 
difficulty — through scenes of barbaric magnificence, 
which, however dimly they have been shadowed forth, 
have yet considerably illustrated the periods of their 
action, and which must either have remained in 
** total eclipse — no sun, no moon" existing — no gleam 
but the imperfect and perplexing one of written de- 
scription, or rather accidental allusion in obscure and 
obsolete language, frequently capable of twenty differ 
ent interpretations. 

The portraits of Henry VII. and his family, by 
Holbein, are too well known to be engraved for this 
work ; but the kindness of the present possessor of 
the Sutherland Clarendon enables us to illustrate 
this chapter with a print from a tracing of a small 
and beautiful painting of Henry on vellum, of earlier 
date, and which originally fonned part of a most 
curious collection of authentic cotemporary portraits 
of the principal sovereigns and nobles cX the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, purchased a few years ago in 
Paris, by Mr. Dominic Colnaghi. Vide frontispiece 
to this work. 

"At the close of the fifteenth century," says Strutt, 
'* the dress of the English was exceedingly fantastical 
and absurd, insomuch that it was even difi&cLult <a 
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dititing^ish one sex from the other." This complaint 

is as old OB the Conquest ; but it is perhaps particu- 
larly borne out at tliia period by the application of 
terms (o various articles of male apparel which our 
ears are accustomed to as indicative of woman's gear. 
In a MS. of this date, called the Boke of Curtasye, 
the chamberlain is commanded to provide ac^inst his 
master's uprising " a dene sherte and breche, a petty- 
eotte, a doublette, a long cotte, a stomacher, bys bozen, 
hys socks, and hys schoen ;" and the authorofihe Qoke 
of Kervynge, quoted by Strutt, says to a like person- 
age, " warme your soverayne his pelticolte, his doub- 
lett, and his stomacher, and then put on hys hozen, 
and then hys schone or slyppers, then stryten up his 
hozen mannerly, and tye them up, then lace his 
doublet hole by hole," &c. 
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This «o*t of hbbit, however, was worn only by the 
nobility. In Barclay's Ship of Fooles of the Worlde, 
fnrinted by Pynson a. d. 150S, may be found several 
notices of the dress of the day. Mention is made of 
some who had their necks 

*<Cbargfed with collars and chtines 
III golden wiUies, tiieir fingers full of rings, 
Their necks naked almost unCo the raioes, 
Their sleeves blazing like unto a crane's wings." 

And others are called on to *'come near^" \tkfaf their 
shifts ** bG^ered and displayed ill forme of siHrplois." 

Shirts bordered with lace, and ctii^ously adorned 
with needlework, continued ti- lon^ time in use 
amongst the nobility and genti^y. A i^irti thttt be- 
longed to Arthur, Prince of Wales, the eldest-born 
son of Henry VII., made of long lawn, with very 
full sleeves, and beautifully embroidered with blue 
silk round the cellar and wristbands, is now in the 
possession of John Gage, Esq., one of the directors 
of the Society of Antiquaries. 

The elegant &shion of slashing ms&es its appear- 
ance about this time, and this opening of the sleeve 
at the elbow, first observable in the oostumes of the 
leign of Edward IV., has introduced another curious 
fancy, the complete division of the sleeve into two 
or more pieces, and their attachment to each other 
by means of points or laces through which the shirt 
is seen puffed and protruding^ 

The hood is now rapidly disappearing. Broad felt 
hats or caps, and bonnets of velvet, fur, and other 
materials, with a profusion of party-coloured plumes 
projecting sideways, or drooping in graceful negligence 
over the shoulder, have become general towards the 
close of this reign amongst the great and gay. These 

^ The upper parts of the hosen are also occasionally slashed and 
puffed, or embroidered and coloured differently to the lower per- 
tioofr-^an indication of their approaching separation. 

u3 
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halH and caps, many of them with embattled or 
escalloped edges, are worn so much on one side aa 
to discover on tbe other a coDsidersble portion of an 
undef cap of gold network, or embroidered velvet, 
fitting' close to the head. The large plumed cap is 
frequently slung behind the back as an ornament, 
and the head surmounted, fur we cannot say covered, 
by one about the size of a blue-coat boy's, or by Ibe 
gold net before mentioned One cap, peculiar loth is 
period, is still visible upon the heads of the knaves in 
our playing' cards j and a pack of cards in the pos- 
session of Francis Douce, Esq., F.S.A., engraved 
and printed about this period, probably by Marten 
Schoen, a. celebrated German artist, who died in 
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1523, exhibits some curious and elegant costume of 
the close of the fifteenth century. 

The shoes were now worn as absurdly broad at 
the toes as they were previously peaked or pointed. 
The new fashion is said to hrive commenced in Flan- 
ders about 1470. Paradin says that the two-feet 
long poulaines were succeeded by shoes denominated 
duck-bills, the toes being so shaped, but still four or 
five fingers in length ; and that afterwards they 
assumed a contrary fashion, wearing slippers so very 
broad in front as to exceed the measure of a good foot 

The hair was worn enormously long and flowing — 
a return, in fact, to the fashion of Henry I.'s time. 
The face was still closely shaved, soldiers and old 
men only wearing moustaches or beards. 

The first mention of a collar of the garter occurs 
in this reign. The mantle,' kirtle, hood, and collar, 
are stated, sub anno twenty-seven of Henry VJI., as 
composing the whole habit of the order sent to Philip, 
King of Castile ; and a collar is seen on the efiigy 
M Sir Giles Daubeny, who died in that year. The 
whole dress was now of purple velvet, lined with 
white silk, sarcenet, or taffeta, and no longer em- 
broidered with garters. 

THE ARMOUR 

of the time of Henry VI L will perhaps be best under- 
stood from the engraving in p. 224. The breast-plate 
is globular, and of one piece, as in the time of 
Edward IV., but beautifully fluted, as are all the 
other pieces except the jambs. The sollerets are 
widened at the toes in accordance with the new 
fashion of the shoes, the armour invariably taking its 
general form from the civil costume of the day. The 
helmet assumes the form of the head, having move- 
able lames or plates at the back to guard the nedc* 
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Ptattd nitot the ni^D of Hcnrj VII.. in lb« Meymi coUhihw. 
sad yet allow the head to be thrown back with ease, 
UK seen ia the casquetel of the reigns of Henry Vl. and 
Edward IV. It opened to receive the head by throw- 
ing up the meDtonniere, or lower part that guarded 
the chin and throat, as well as the visor which turned 
upon the same screw. Towards the latter end of this 
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reign the panuche, whicli had (irsl appeared od tha 
apex of the bascinets of Henry V.'s Lime, was chati^d 
for the plumey inserted in a pipe affixed for the 
purpose to the back of the helmet, just above the 
iieck-plates, and instead of consisting of at moat but 
three, was now composed of a profusion of mag^ 
nihcent feathers Ujat streamed down the shoulders 
almost lo Ihe crupper of the horse (vide page 241) ; 
and instead of the lassets and tuiles, a new feature in 
armour called Ihnlatnboya, from the French lambeaur, 
a sort of petliuoat of steel in imitation of the puckered 
ekirts or petticoats of cloth or velvet worn at this 
lime, was introduced, for the better understanding of 
which we shall refer our readers to the next chapter. 
The pass guard was introduced during this reign, 
bein^ plates rising perpendicularly upon the shoulders 
to ward off the thrust or blow of a weapon at the 
flide of the neck. The tabard was still worn occa- 
sionally. Henry VII. is represented on his great 
seal in an emblazoned one, but it became rarer as Ihe 
urmuur was mode more splendid ; and not only 
fluted suits, but some that arc ribbed and exqui- 
sitely engraved, made their appearance during this 
reign. 

The lilting helmet was oval-shaped, but presenting 
a salient angle in front, and was surmounted, as 
before, will] the orle, or chaplet and crest. 

The shield was pentangular, or s^are and con- 
cave, and of various other fantastic shapes. 

Tb« swnrd tapers to a point, and has a ridge down 
the centre on both sides of the blade. 

The halberd, which is first mentioned in the reiprn 
of Edward IV., is now a weapon in common use, and 
halberdiers appear for the first time amon<rst the 



English infantry. 

As the hand-gun ( 
known in England during the reign of E 
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the next improvenient in fire-arms, that of placing a 
sort of lock to the iron tube with a cock to hold the 
match suggested by the cross-bow, and from that 
circumstance called the arc-a-bonche or arc-a-bousa, 
corrupted into arquebus, was familiarized to the Eng- 
lish by Henry VII., who, on establishing the body 
of yeomen of the guard in 1485, armed half of them 
with bows and arrows, and the other half with arque- 
busses. This cock was also called the serpentme, 
being in the form of the letter S reversed, and turn- 
ing on a pivot in the centre ; so that the upper part 
which held the match was brought down upon the 
pan by pushing back the under. Hans Burgmair^s 
plates of the triumph of the Emperor Maximilian I., 
represent the appearance and equipment of the har- 
quebussiers at the commencement of the sixteenth 
century; suspended from their necks are powder- 
flasks of a circular form, or powder-horns. They have 
a bullet-bag at the right hip, and a sword at the lefl, 
while they carry the match-cord in their hands. 
Their armour consists of a back and breast-plate, 
pieces for the arms and thighs, and chain-mail 
gorgets for the neck. 

THE FEMALE COSTUME 

of this period has been in many points familiarized 
to the sight of our readers, by the modern French 
and English fashions within the last few years. The 
large full sleeves confined at intervals from the elbow 
to the wrist, or worn *' en blouse,** as the Parisians 
called it, and denominated bishop's sleeves in Lon- 
don: the small waists, the gowns cut square at 
the neck, with stomachers, belts, and buckles, or 
rich girdles with long pendants in front, and hats 
and feathers similar to many still to be seen nightly 
at the opera, have all been borrowed from the ladies' 




dress of the reigns of Henry VII," Its obaoleie 
characteristics were slaahes in tlie sleeTes; the caps 
and cauls of gnld net or embroidery, from bencalh 
nhich the hair escaping bung down the shoulders 
half way to the ground' the divided sleeves con- 
nected by points like those of the men described in 
p. 221 ; and a head-dress like a capuchon turned back, 
of which several varieties are to be seen in paintings 



■ Vide Ham Burgoiaic'i 
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' of Orleani, painted ■! 
gures b and d. This fuhioo appears id nave oeen can- 
n tlie tarlieii psriixii to the reign "t Henry VII, at 
L or (Idle nuptials. EUiabelb, ihe queen of Henry VII. 
icyelluwhairbanpBg Jown plwD behind her back with 
(lipes aver it." Vide Leluil'i Account of her S<jla»lid. 
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and illuminations uf this perioil, particularly ia 
porlrait of Elizabeth, Queen of Heory VII., by Hoi- 
bein, and of Margaret, Countess of Richmond, his 
mother, who died in 1509 '. Elizabeth, the day pi 
ceding her coronation, appeared in a state dre 
having a mantle of white doth of gold damask furred, 
with ermines fastened on her breast, with a large 
lace curiously wrought with gold and sillt, with rich 
knoppes of gold at the end tosselled. Cotton. MS. 
Julius, B. xii. 

Skelton, the poet laureat of Henry VII., has left 
UB a humorous description of Eleanor Humming, s 
noted hostess of his time, and her dress may be con- 
sidered a pretty good model of the attire of females 
In bumble life. 



" Id tier rurr'd Bntket. 
And grey ruasel racket, 
Her il¥ke oF Llncaln ;reen ; 
It h>d heeu her's I ween* 
More Ihm forty jeire, 
And so it doth appeared 
iVod the grene bars threadi 
Look Like aFa'weed<j 
Withered Ikke hay, 
The wool worn aivay; 
And yel 1 daresay, 
She Ibinks berself gay, 
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Engraved in Lodge'i lUaslriaut Portraits. ' 

len of (he Pa^s de BsBqne ; but the earlier i 
the lower part of the steeple headilres;, aa if the abaaluls 
ring Tor Ihe bead bid been preserved, when Lhey Ibrew away 
* iiele liiit anrmonnled it. (Vide tig. e.) On Ihe sides of 
it also which we take to be the clog or chtJk, 
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ITpon a holyday, 

When she doth amy, 

And girdeth in her gates, 

Stitched and pranked with platesy 

Her kirtle bristow red, 

With cloths upon her head, 

They weigh a ton of lead. 

She hobbies as she goes, 

With her blanket hose. 

Her shoone (shoes) smeared with tallow ^^ 



Speaking of 
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the same writer reproaches the pride and immorality 
of the clergy. " The bishops," says he, 

** Ryde with gold all trapped. 
In purpall and pall belapped. 
Some hatted and some cappyd. 
Richly and warm wrapped. 
God wotte to theur grete paynes 
In rochetts of fyne reynes, (i. e. cloth of Rennes,^ 
Whyte as Mary's milk. 
And tabards of fyne sylk. 
And styroppes with gold beglozyd." 

He seems almost to have paraphrased the complaints 
of Pieroe Ploughman and Chaucer in the fourteenth 
century. ** The three-cornered caps of popish priests '* 
were after the reformation frequently the objects of 
derision and reprobation. 

* MS. Harleian, lib. 7333. We confess our ignorance of the 
article of apparel meant by the word duke in the &ird line of this 
qnotation. Query, heuke, a mantle before mentioned. 

X 
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At the close of the fifteenth century, the superfluous 
usage of cloth and the vast expenses incurred at the 
funende of the notnlity and gentry occasioDed the 
promulgatioD of an edict, b; which the habits and 
liveries, as they were called, were limited to certain 
quBDtities. 

Dukes and marquises were allowed sixteen yards 
for their gowns, sloppa (i. e. mourning cassocks so 
called), and mantks; an ear! only fourteen; a vis- 
count for his gown and mantle twelve ; a baron or 
banneret, being a knight of the Garter, eight yards 
for }as gown and hood ; a knight or esquire of the 
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body six ; and all inferior personages five yards for 
their gowns ; and the liveries for servants decreased 
proportionately, from eighteen down to two. An 
archbishop was allowed the same as a duke, and to 
tnis edict was added a prohibition to wear hoods to 
all persons under the degree of an esquire of the 
Icing's household, except in time of need, that is to 
say, bad weather, only tippets of a quarter of a yard 
in breadth, and hoods *' with a roll sleeve over the 
head or otherwise being of that fashion,** were for- 
bidden to all persons below the rank of a baron or 
an earl's son and heir. 

Margaret, Countess of Richmond, the mother of 
King Henry VII., issued in the eighth year of his 
reign an ordinance for *' the reformation of apparell 
for great estates of women in the tyme of mouminge :" 
wherein it is ordained that the greatest estates *' shall 
have their surcottes with a trayne before and another 
behynde, and their mantles with traynes," ** the 
greatest estate to wear them longest, with mantles 
and tippets," and '* that hekes be no more used in 
any manner of wyse because of the deformetye of the 
same'." The queen is to wear a surcoat with " the 
traynes" as aforesaid, ** a playne hoode without 
clockes, and a tippet at the hood lying a good length 
upon the trayne of the mantell, being in breadth a 
nayle and an inche;*' and afler the first quarter of a 
year the hood may be lined with black satin or furred 
with ermine, and all ladies down to the degree of a 
baroness, are to wear similar mourning, with the 
tippets and trains shorter, and to be barbed above 
the chin. 

* What these '^ bekes** may have been we cannot discover by 
an examination of the mourning dresses in earlier illuminations. 
Throughout the MS. of the fifteenth century, mourners are repre* 
sented closely enveloped in long black cloaks and cowls, but 
aothiog like a oeak or peak is visible. 
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Baronesses were to wear siircoats without trains, 
and mantles ** accordinge ;*' and lords' daughters and 
knights' wives, surcoats with "meatlye traynes," 
but no mantles, hoods without clockes, and tippets 
only a yard and a half long, *' to be pynned upon the 
arme." These estates are to wear the barhe under 
their throats. 

The inferior gentry to wear sloppes and coat* 
hardies, hoods with clockes, and tippets a yard long 
and an inch broad, pinned upon tLe side of the hood. 
All chamberers and other persons, hoods with clockes, 
and no manner of tippets to be found about them. 
The barbe too was to be worn by them below the 
'^ throat goyll," or gullet, that is, the lowest part of 
the throat. 

The surcoat with the train before and behind* the 
barbe above the chin, and the hood with the long 
tippet, all as worn by the highest nobility, are visible 
enough in the figures given herewith. The front 
train, it will be perceiived, was tucked through and 
fell over the girdle. 



833 



Chapter XVI. 

REIGNS OF HENRY VIII., EDWARD VI., AND MARY 

1509—1558. 



REION OF HENRY VIII., 1509 — 1547. 

It was unnecessary to engrave the portraits of at 
least the two 6rst of these sovereigns. The images 
of' Bhiff King HaP* and his son Edward are among^st 
the earliest recollections of our childhood. The first 
" picture books/' illustrative of English history, con- 
tain their "livelie effigies," handed down from the 
woodcuts of their own time ; while all the pTevious 
monarchs are like the visioned line of Banquo, ima- 
ginary creations, with so strong a family resemblance 
even in their dresses, that we may exclaim with Mac- 
beth, the 

^* Other gold-bound brow is like tbe first, 
A third is like the former. 
Why do you show me this ?" 

The time is fast arriving, however, when it will be 
generally acknowledged, that to stamp such false im- 
pressions upon the pliant but retentive minds of youth 
is worse than leaving it a blank altogether. To a 
child a picture is a picture, and it is as easy and 
much wiser to place the authentic instead of the fic- 
titious resemblance before it aa soon as it is capsd)Ie 
of being interested by either. 

The ordinary costume of King Henry himself was, 
of course, that of tbe nobility and gentry of his time* 
and we find it to consist of a full-skirted jacket or 
doublet, with large sleeves to the wrist, over which 
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h worn a short bul equally full coaL ur cluak, with 
looK hanging sleeves, and a broad rolling collar of 
fur, a. brimmed cap jewelled, and bordered with ostrich 
feather ; stockings, and aquare-toed shoes ; rufft or 
ruffles appear at the wrist. Soon afler his accession 
the close hoae, fitting exactly to the limbs, in fact, 
the Norman chaussdi, were again revived under the 
still older name of Irousea; and he is described by 
Hall as wearing at a grand banquet, given at West- 
minster in the first year of his reign, a suit of 
" shorte garments, little (i. e. reaching but a little) 
beneath the pointes, of blew velvet and crymosyne, 
with long Bleevcs, all cut and lyned with cloth 
of gold, and the utter (outer) parts of the gar- 
mentea powdered with castles and sheafes of arrowes 
(the badges of his Queen Catherine) of fyne dokett 
(ducat) golde ; the upper part of the hosen of like 
sewte and facion ; the nether parts of scarlet, pow- 
dered with tymbrelles of fine golde. On his head 
was a bonnet of daiiiaske silver, fluite woven in the 
stoll, and thereupon wrought with golde and ryche 
feathers in it" (Union of the Families of Lancaster 
and York; Life of Henry VIII., fol 7.) Minuter 
fashions were, of course, continually being adopted 
or abandoned, and in 1543 we find an Englishman 
represented in a frontispiece to Andrew Borde'a 
Introduction to Knowleda;e, with a pair of shears in 
his hand and a bundle of cloth, ai undetermined 
which of the prevailing modes to follow. 

In the Iwenty-fourlh year of his reign Henry 
passed a sumptuary law confinmg the use of the furs 
of black genets to the royal family, and furs of sables 
to the nobility above the raiili of a viscount. No 
person under the degree of a knight of the Garter 
might wear crimson or blue velvet or embroidered 
apparel, broched or guarded with goldsmith's work, 
excepting the sons and heirs of barons and knights. 
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who were permitted to use crimson velvet and tinsel 
in their doublets. 

Velvet gowns, jackets, and coats, furs of martens, 
mixed; joined, guarded, or broidered, chains, bracelets, 
and collars of gold were forbidden to all persons pos- 
sessing less than two hundred marks per annum, ex- 
cept the sons and heirs of the privileged parties, who 
might wear black velvet doublets, coats of black 
damask, tawny- coloured russet, and camlet. 

Satin and damask gowns were confined to the use 
of persons possessing at least one hundred marks per 
annum, and the wearing of pinched shirts or plain 
shirts, garnished with gold, silver, or silk, was for- 
bidden to all persons under the rank of knighthood. 
The commonalty and serving men were confined to 
the use of cloth of a certain price and lamb's fur 
only, and forbidden the wearing of any ornaments or 
even buttons of gold, silver, or gilt work, excepting 
the badge of their lord or master. 

From the above extract and from inventories of the 
time we learn that the shirt was pinched, i. e. plaited, 
plain, and embroidered with gold, silver, or silk. 
Amongst Henry's own apparel we find borders of 
gold for shirts, and shirts wrought and trimmed with 
black and white silk, and shirt bands of silver, with 
ruffles to the same, whereof one is ** perled (studded 
or spangled) with gold." 

Hose or stockings of silk are generally supposed to 
have been unknown in this country before the middle 
of the sixteenth century ; and a pair of long Spanish 
silk hose was presented as a gift worthy the accept- 
ance of a monarch by Sir Thomas Gresham to Ed- 
ward VI. ; and Howe, the continuator of Stow's 
Chronicle, adds, that Henry VIII. never wore any 
hose but such as were made of cloth. In an inven- 
tory of his apparel, however, preserved in the Har 
leian Library, we find mention of several pair of 
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silk hosej one short pair of black silk and {, 
wavcu together, one of purple silk and Venice gold, 
woven like unto a cawl (i.e. of open or network), 
lined with blue silver sarcenet, edged with a pBase* 
main (lace) of puqile silk and gold, wrought ut 
Milan ; a pair of white silk and g'old hose, knit, and 
six pair of black silk hose, knit ; and in one ntill 
earlier, taken in the eighth jear of his reign, we lind 
both sulia aad velvet mentioned as the materials of 
which his hose were composed. Now at this period 
it is rather difficult to say whether the expression 
bose reieana stockings or breeches, as it was indifli:- 
rently applied to each by writers of this century. Howe 
evidently means stockings only, but these riehly- 
einto'oidered and lined hose, mentioned in this inven- 
tory, were, we strongly suspect, the vipper portioiiB 
of the coverings for the legs, which we now fre- 
quently find slashed, puffed, and embroidered dis- 
tinctly from the foicer;"for the same document intro- 
duces us to the word stockiRg itself, and enlightens 
us as to its derivation. One of the entries runs 
thus : " a yarde and a quarler of green velvet for 
Hoch to a payr of hose lor the king's grace;'' ajio- 
ther, the same quantity of" purpul satin u> cover the 
flocks of a pajr of hose of purpul cloth of gold tissue 
for tfaekynge;" and numerous others occur of cer- 
tain portions of stulF used for " ttockyjig of hose," 
that is, addinfr the lower part that covered the legs 
and feet to that which was fastened by points to the 
doublet, the idtirnutc separation of which confounded 
the liose with the breeches, and lefl " the stocking" 
an independent article of apparel, as at the present 
day. To proceed; — these splendid hose of various 
coloured and embroidered cloths, velvets, sallns, silkst 
and golden and silver stufia were attached by points 
or luces, with tags called avgtettes or agleU (i. c 
ai'suUleUex) to Hie doublet, of equal mugnificence. 
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In the earliest inventory we have qpoted, after the 
ananteration of many splendid doublets, &c. for the 
king's use, we read of " a doblct of white tylsent, cut 
upon cloth of gold, embraudered, with hose to the 
same, and clasps and augiettes of golde, delivered to 
the Duke of Buckingham." 

Over the doublet was w^orn the jacket, now some- 
times called the jerkin, the coat, or the gown, accord* 
ing to fancy or circumstances. A dobelet, jaquet, 
and hose of blue velvet, cut upon cloth of gold, em- 
broidered, and a dobelet^ hose, and jaquet of purple 
velvet, embroidered and cut upon cloth of gold, and 
lined with black satin, are entries in the inventory we 
have just quoted. 

In 1535 a jerkin of purple velvet, with purple satin 
sleeves, embroidered ail over with Venice gold, was 
presented to the king by Sir Richard Cromwell, and 
another of crimson velvet, with wide sleeves of the 
like-coloured satin, is mentioned in the inventory 
before quoted. Of coats we find a great variety in 
Henry's wardrobe : long coats, short coats, demi- 
coats, riding coats, coats with bases or skirts, walking 
coats, tunic coats, and coats of leather, &c. with 
sleeves, linings, facings, and embroideries of all de- 
scriptions ^ When Henry VIII. met Anne of Cleves 
he was habited, according to Hall, in a coat of velvet, 
somewhat made '* like a/rocAre, embroidered all over 
with flatted gold of damaske, with small lace mixed 
between of the same gold, and other laces of the 
same going traversewise, that the ground little ap- 
peared, and about this garment was a rich guard or 
border, very curiously embroidered ; the sleeves and 

* ^ Cassaques or cassocke coates, as they were afterwards called, 
appear at this time ; two of very rich materials occur in this last 
loventory, and one of them had eleven buttons of gold upon the 
breast, with loops uf the same, '' being of little flagonue's cheynes 
of gold/' 



the breaat were cut and lined with cloth of gold, and 
tied together Willi great Liittous of diamonds, rubies, 
and cirieiit pearles." 

The frocke alluded lo by Hall is a vestment which 
is frequently meiilioned about this time. Il was, as 
Hall »iys, a sort of coat, jacket, or jerkin, made like 
Ihem oceatjionally with bases or skirts; but Strutt 
considers that it had no sleeves : we 6nd it of cloth 
of ptild, cloth of ^Iver, damaske, black satin, &C. &e. 

Gowiix, distinguished as loug, short, half, strait, 
aud loose, Turkey and Spanish, with sleeves, coUai9( 
capes, and aglets, and diamond and gold bultons set 
upon the sleeves, occur in great quantities ; and two 
vestments, the chammer and shamm, described by 
ilajl as " a gowne cut in the middle,' and the 
glaudkyn, are spoken of in the earlier inventories of 
this reign 

Both the sleeves and the capes to the variouB vest- 
ments were generally separate articles added or taken 
from the body of the dress at pleasure, by the means 
of points or buttons. "A pair of truncke sleeves of 
redde cloth of jrold, with cut workes. having twelve 
pair of agletes of gold, and a pair of French sleeves 
of green velvet, richly embroidered with flowers of 
damask gold, pir) of Morisco work, with knope of 
Venice gold, cordian raided, either sleeve having ax 
small buttons of gold, and in rvery button a pearl, 
and the branches o'' the flowers set with pearles," are 
amongst tnany entries of the same description; the 
sleeves were also ru^d or rvffled at tlie hand, as we 
perceive in the portrait of Henry, An entry occurs 
of a pair of sleeves " rufied at the hande, with attaw- 
berry leaves and flowers of golde, embroidered with 
black silke." They were not added lo the shirt till 
the nest century. Cloaks and mautles of great tna^ 
nificence are described by Hall ; some of the former 
worn baldrick or sash-wise, ho as not to conceal 
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the Splendour of the other garments. The placard 
and stomacher have been described in the last chapter : 
they seem to have been superseded by the waistcoat^ 
which is first mentioned in the latest inventories of 
this rei^. It was worn under the doublet, and had 
sleeves, and being piade of rich materials, such as 
cloth of silver, quitted "with black silk, "and tuffed out 
with fine camerike'* (cambric), must have been occa- 
sionally visible, perhaps in consequence of the slashing 
of the upper garments, which fashion was carried to 
a great excess at this time. 

Camden,' in his 'Remains, tells a pleasant story of 
a shoemaker of Norwich^ named John Drakes, who, 
iii the time of Henry VIIL, coming to a tailor's, and 
finding some fine French tawney cloth lying there, 
which bed been sent to be made into a gown for Sir 
Philip Calthrop, took a fancy to the colour, and or- 
dered the tailor to buy as much of the same stufiHbr 
him, and make him a gown of it, precisely of -the 
same fashion as the knight's, 'whatever that might be. 
Sir Philip, arriving some time afterwards to be mea- 
sured, saw the additional cloth, and enquired who it 
belonged to. ^* To John I>akes/' replied the tailor, 
^ who will have it made in the selfsame fashion as 
yours is made of*' " Well,** said the knight,, " in 
good time be it ; I will have mine as full of cuts*as 
thy shears can make it:'' and both garments were 
finished aceording to the order. The shoemaker, on 
receiviijg his gown slashed almost to shreds, began 
to swear at the tailor, but received for answer, ** I 
have done nothing but what you bade me; for as Sir 
Philip Calthrop's gowne is, even so ' have I made 
yours." *' By my latchet l" growled the shoemaker, 
^ I will never wear a gentleman^s fashion again." 

Slashed shoes, and buskins of velvet and satin, 
with very broad round toes, and caps and bonnets of 
sundry shapes and materials, some only bordered^ 



others laden with feathers, are characteristic of this' 
reig-n'. The chaperon or hood has quite vanished 
from the inventory of a g^entleinan'a wardrobe, except 
those worn by official personages, knights of the 
Garter, &c. The hair had been worn exceedingljr 
long during the last reign, but Henry VIII. gave 
peremptory orders for all his attendants and tourtiera 
to poll their heads, and short hair in consequence 
became fashionable, and continued so for a consider- 
able time. Beards and moustaches were worn at 

plBUUre. 

The collar and the great and lesser George, as at 

present worn, were given to ihn knights of the Gar- 

ter by King Henry VIII., who reformed the statutes 

of the order and altered the dress. The siircoat was 

made oi' crimson velvet, and a flat black velvet ha' 

of the fashion of the lime superseded the chaperon, 

which was still however worn for ornament only, 

hung over the shoulder, and thence called the An- 

I merale; it was of crimson velvet, the same as the 

H surcoat. The lesner George was not worn before the 

H thirteenth of this reign, when it hung in a gold chain 

H or riband upon the breast; and from a memorandum 

I of the thirty-eighth of Henry's reign we find the 

H colour of the riband was black'. 

L 



r this period is principally remarkable for its ad- 
itional decoration. The lamboys, introduced during; 

* The chaptau monuubvn it menl'oncd by Hill u a bit or 

c>^, of Ihia period. Henrj' Vill. la Old lo have nora one wilk 

' 1 coronal; the folde of the chapeau lined with crimmn utin, 

in that 1 brooche «Uh the image of Si. George. (ChroniclB, 

ot, p. 5980 "H«t!e» or crimo»yne velveli" "hille* ifter 

»n' fashloDf, with fesaDDla' Feathers in them ;" ■< boniMlIn 

«f while Tekel wrapped in flat golds of damask," cimnwAifa/iiii 

maT lie found recorded in Ibe chraniclea oF 'in lime. 

*" AalimDle's Hiilory of the Older. 
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th« reign of Henry VII. and described in tbe laat 
chapter, appear throughout this and the following 
reign ; but when they are not appended to tbe breast- 
plate, tassets and cuishes, composed of several plates 
instead of one, are seeu upon the thigh. A inagnifi* 
ceDt suit of the former lashion is to be seen in tbe 
collection at the Toner. It was presented by the 
Emperor Maximilian I. to Henry VIII. on his mar- 
riage nith Catherine of Arragon, and before the 
inspection and arrangement of the horse armoury by 
Sir S. Meyrick. was supposed to have belonged to 
Henry VII. The complete suit both for horse and 
man is beautifully engraved with legendary subjects, 
badges, mottoes, &c., and is precisely aimUw ve. 
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shape to a suit preserved in the little Belvidere palace 
at Vienna, winch belonged to Maximilian himself, and 
to thai in which Henry is represented on his great 
seal- (Vide engraving on the previous page.) Raised 
armour, the forerunner of the embossed, was intro- 
duced in this reign ; the ground is fi^quentty kept 
Uack, and the pattern raised about the tenth of an 
inch, polished. Pul!ed and ribbed armour, in imita- 
tion of the slashed dresses of the day, is also occa- 
eionally met with ; we have engraved a suit here from 
a drawing of one in the Meyrick collection, with the 
twa- handed sword of the lime resting on (he shoulder. 




-mp. HsDFT VIII.. n lie Hxrikk 

The breast plate was still globose, but towords th« 
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ttiiddte of this reign rose to an edge down the centre 
called the tapul — a revival of an old fashion. Ta- 
wards the end of the reign the breast-plate presented 
a salient angle in the centre. The tilting helmet dis- 
appeared altogether about this period, and a head-piece 
called a coursing-hat was worn with h mentonniere. 
The helmet was adorned with the streaming plumes 
before mentioned. (Vide engraving fW)m great seal 
of Henry VIII.) The gauntlets were mostly made 
of overlapping plates without fingers. 

To the list of weapons, we have to add the per- 
tuisane or partizan, a variety of the pike or spontoon. 
The Asiatic art of inlaying weapons with gold was 
introduced about this period into Europe by Benve- 
nuto Celini» and blades so adorned were called damas' 
quinee, from the practice originating at Damascus. 
The hackbut, first mentioned in the reign of Richard 
III. now became common; and to the match-lock 
was now added the wheel-lock, also invented by the 
Italians. It was a small machine for producing 
sparks of fire by the rapid revolution of a^ wheel 
against a piece of sulphuret of iron held like the flint 
in the modern musket, only that the cock was on the 
side where the pan now is. The spring which turned 
the wheel was attached to a chain formed like those 
in watches, and wound up by an instrument called 
a spanner ; a catch was connected with the trigger, 
which, being pulled, liberated the wheel, and the cock 
having been previously brought down upon it, the 
friction of the pyrite produced the fire. This piece 
was called the fire-lock as well as the wheel-lock,, 
though differing greatly from the later invention so 
called. 

The pistol and its variety, the dag or tacke, are 
al30 of this period, the difierence consisting only m 
the shape of the butt-end ; that of the former termi- 
nating: in a knob like the pommel of a a^oxd-VC'W.^ %!^ 



slanting 




The pike was introduced into France by the Sw 'ds 
n the lime of Louis XI., and soon became an infaulry 
weapon throughout Europe. Fikeinen composed a 
' icipal part of tlie English army from the reign of 
Henry VIII. to that of Williani III. 
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It would be strange indeed if we were at a loss 
or an illustration of ihe ftmale costume of any period 
of this reign, considering that Henry married no less 
Q sis wives in (he cour^ of thirty-eight years. 

Vide pifje 293. Tha pistol supeisedcd \he mace in Ilie hands 

of nfficen during IhU reign, ind a mnsl inleresling specimen ol 

mace and pi'iol cemtiiifd was purchaied for Ihe national col- 
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and consequently ensured us so many portraits of 
noble and princely dames by the best painters of his 
day. We must beg, however, to refer our readers 
to Lodge's popular and beautiful work for the prints 
engraved from them. 

In number and name, the principal parts of a 
lady's dress continued unchanged ; the only novelty 
in the latter being the mention of the partlet and 
waistcoat The partlet is supposed by Mr, St^utt 
to have taken the place of the gorget^ which had lat- 
terly been used only for mourning habiliments, and 
called the barbe. Our fair readers will perceive in 
the costumes of this period a covering for the neck 
and throat, similar to what is now called a habit-shirt; 
and this we have reason to believe was called the 
partlet. It sometimes had sleeves attached to it, and 
was made of stuf& of the most valuaUe and deli- 
cate kind. In the inventory we have so often quoted, 
appear *'two partelets of Venice gold, knit, two 
partelets of Venice gold, caul fashion, two partelets 
of white thread, and two partelets of white lawn, 
wrought with gold about the collars.** The partelets 
are seen in numberless portraits of this period, most 
beautifully embroidered with gold. 

The waistcoat was a similar garment to that of the 
same name worn by the men. " Two wastcotes for 
women being of clothe of silver, embroidered, both of 
them having sleeves," is an entry in the same inven- 
tory. 

The gowns of the nobility were magnificent, and 
at this period were open in front to the waist, showing 
the kirtle, as the inner garment or what we should 
call the petticoat was then termed. Their fashions 
were various in detail, though possessing the general 
character of the costume of the time. 

" Gowns of blew velvet, cut and lined with cloth 
of golil, made after the feshion of Savoy," were worn 
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by the ladies accompanying Henry at a masque 
in the sixth year ofhis reign; uud Anne of Oeves, 
the Eame writer tells ua, wore, on her first interview 
with Henry VIII,, "a ryche gowne of cloth of gold 
raised, made round, without any trajne, after the 
Dutch fashion V 

Seven yards of [lurple cloth of damask gold are 
allowed for a kittle for Queen Catherine (ofArrairon) 
in a wardrobe aeeounl of the eighth year of Henry's 
reign. The ladies' sleeves were as distinct from their 
body vestments as we have already found the men's, 
and attached at pleasure to the gown or waistcoat. 
Much splendour was lavished on this part of the 
dress, and its various fashions were singularly quaint 
and elegant. Amongst the inventories of this reign 
we find three pair of purple satiu sleeves for women ; 
one pair of linen sleeves, paned with gold over the 
arm, quilted with black silk, and wrought with 
flowers between the panes and at the hands ; one 
pair of sleeves of purple gold tissue damask wire, 
each sleeve tied with aglets of gold ; one pair of 
crimson satin sleeves, four buttons of gold being set 
on each sleeve, and in every button nine pearls'. 



* A uriely of gowns, single «nd lined, and of ihe mo 
wardroliei Dl the Tower, aa belonging In ''lierraajeitjr and 



my lady 



Tiaited Hen 



■retary . 



1 'delenleni' of cluth of gold, a 
kinle) of brocade, with tleeiea I 
triniined with three-piled crimion 
Ihan two yards long. Suspended fi 

and beaulilul ones. Her giidle wa 
dantj." 
The s 



larine (Parr) is IhuB dsKtibed by 
(be Spanish Duke de Najera, who 
ir 1543-44. " She was dieised in 



ess were many 
(Cry large pen- 

PrincesB Man, aflerwardi 
teuance, and "ao much b«- 
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Hall, the chronicler, who revels in the description 
o£ the splendid shows and pageants of all ages, and 
describes with as much minuteness and confidence 
those which took place in the fourteenth as he does 
those of which he was an eye-witness in the sixteenth 
century, may be trusted respecting the latter, at least 
as far as suits our purpose. At a banquet given in 
the first year of Henry's reign, upon Shrove-Sunday, 
in the parliament-chamber at Westminster, he speaks 
of six ladies who formed part of a show towards the 
close of the evening, *' whereof two were appareyled 
in crimson satyn and purpull, embrowdered with 
golde, and by vynettes ran fioure de lices of golde, 
with marvellous ryche and strange tires en their 
heads: other two ladies in crimosyn and purpull, 
made like long slops, embroudered and fretted with 
golde after the antique fascion, and over the slop 
was a shorte garment of clothe of golde, scant to the 
knee, facioned like a tabard, all over with small double 
roUes, all of flatte golde of damask fret and fringed 
golde, and on their heads skaynes (scarfs), and 
wrappers of damaske golde with flatte pypes, that 
strange it was to beholde: the other two ladies 
were in kirtles of crymosyne and purpull satyn, em- 
broudered with a vynet of pomegranattes of golde; 
all the garments cut compass-wise, having demy 
sleeves, and naked down from the elbows'* — (the first 
appearance of bare arms since the time of the ancient 
Britons), — *• and over their garments were vochettes 
of plesaunces rouled with crymsyne velvet and set 
with letters of golde like caractes (query, characters?). 
Their heades rouled in pleasauntes and typpets like 
the Egipicians, embroudered with golde ; their faces, 

oved throughout the kingdom that she is almost adored !*' She 
was dressed in a saya of cloth of gold, with a gown or loose robe 
(tropon) of violet-coloured three-piled velvet, with a head-dress of 
many rich stones. 
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necks, arms, and handes covered in dix pleas 
black; some call it Inmbcrdynes, whicli is marveyloi 
ttiinne, so the same ladieti seemed (□ be nigrost or 
blackmores." W hat are the descriptions of the couit- 
nenamaii in our days to this ? What joy for ' the 
Morning Post' or 'the Conrt Journal' to have 
their columns filled with a report of the dresses worn 
at Gitch a fancy ball as (his given at Westminster in 
1509, " for all the amtiassadours which were here out 
uf diverse realmes and countries-" 

The various faeed-dresses of this period will be best 
understood from the eng-raving'. The cap or coif, 
familiarized to oa as the " Mary Queen of Scots' 
cap,'' seems to have been introduced abniit this pe- 
riod. Those worn by ihe ladies at an entertainment 
reenwich in the Ihird year of Henry's 
" all or Ejolde." The French hood was 
another head-dress in fashion at this time (if indeed 
it were not the name of the cap just mentioned). Hol- 
lingshed tells us that Anne of Cleves, the day after 
her arrival in Englund, wore a French hood after the 
English fashion, which became her exceeding well. 
The miniver, or three-cornered caps, were worn 
throughout this reign. They were white. Bays Stow, 
and three-square, and the peaks full three or four 
inches from the head. The aldermen's wives made 
themselves bonnets of velvet, after the fashion of 
miniver caps, but in the time he wrote, a. d. 1631, he 
adds, they were almost forgoltcD. 

THE DRESSES OF TUB MERCHANTS, CITIZENS, AND 






appear in numberless prints of the time'. In the 
history of John Winchcomb or Witcomb, the lamous 
clothier, called Jack nf Newbury, he is described as 

* Vide III parlicuiar "ihe Greai Bible" priiilnl in 1S39, «llta 
engravings en wonclj toid to have been designed i/y Hans UvlbeiB 
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going to Henry VIII. dressed in a plain russet coat, 

a pair of white kersie slopps, or breeches ^ without 

welt or guard (i. e. lace or border), and stockings of 

the same piece, sewed to his sloppes ; and his widow, 

in the same work, is described, after having laid aside 

her weeds, as coming out of the kitchen in a fair 

train gown stuck full of silver pins, having a white 

cap on her head, with cuts of curious needlework 

under the same, and an apron before her as white as 

driven snow. Her wedding dress is also specified in 

the same history in the following manner : the bride 

being habited in a gown of sheep's russet and a kirtle 

of fine worsted, her head attired with a hiUiment 

(habiliment) of gold, and her hair as yellow as gold 

hanging down behind her, which was curiously 

combed and plaited according to the manner of those 

days, was led to church by two boys with brkle laces, 

and rosemary tied about their silken sleeves. The 

maidens employed in spinning are said to have been 

dressed 

'' In petticoats of stamel red, 
And milk-white kerchers on their head, 
Their smock-sleeves like to winter's snow 
That on the western mountains flow. 
And each sleeve* with a silken band 
Was fairly tied at the hand.** 

Here we have the first mention of the petticoat in 
the present sense of the word, and henceforward wc 
find it used synonymously with kirtle. 

Articles of dress at this period, even among the 
middle ranks, were frequently bequeathed in wills ; 
William Cheryngton Yeoman, of Water-beche, 14th 
August, 1540, leaves " to my mother my holy' 
day gowne** Nicholas Dyer, of Teversham, 29th 
October, 1540, *< to my sister Alice Bichendyke, 

* The term "ihpp** is now unceremoniously transferred to the 
nether garments — wherefore we cannot pretend to determine. 
A dealer in ready clothing is still called a &o^««Wftt« 
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13i. 9d., which slie owed me, two kerchiefi ofhoUand" 
&e. John Holdeo, rector of Gamlingay. 39th Oc- 
tober, 1514, leaves to Jone Grene " my clothe frock J 
lined with SQltio of cypress." These entries are trom \ 
wills i:i the Ely registry. 

Howe, the contlnuator of Slew's Annals, iiiformB 
UH that many years prior to the reign of Qiie«n Mary 
(and therefore as early as the time of Henry VIII. at 
least) all the apprentices of London wore blue cloaks 
iu summer, and in the winter gowns of the same 
colour, blue coats or gowns being' a badge of servi- 
tude about this period. Their breeches and stock- 
ings were usually made of while broad-clolh, " that is 
round slopps or breeches, and titeir stockingB sowed 
up close thereto, as they were all but of one piece." 
The " city flat cap," so often meulioned by writers of 
the time of James and Charles, was probably the cap 
of Edward VI.'s time, worn by the citizens long after 
it had gone out of fashion at court. When appren- 
tices or journeymen attended upon their masters or 
mistresses at night, they went before them holding 
a lantern in their hands, and carrying a long clab 
upon their shoulders. Some apprentices wore dag- 
gers in the daytime, behind or at the side. Sir 
Waller Scott has drawn an admirable picture of the 
brawling 'prentices of James's time from these ma- 
terials, m his ' Fortunes of Nigel.' 

THE ECCLESIiSTICiL COSTUME 

underwent a considerable change at the Reforma- 
tion ; bnt we must refer our readers to the portraits 
in Lodge's work and the Great Bible before men- 
tioned for their pictorial illustration. Vide also the 
print after Holbein, of Henry VIII. granting their 
cliarter to the barber-surgeoin;, for the offitiul costume 
of (lie reign 
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nlxttolEiwtti VI. und Odmh Umrj. 
F)(. 0. Sir J. lydl in tht nin at Edward VT. from SIrilt. Tka rat 
rnn Fet'i BooE of UmrtTra. Ismp. Mar;. 

The Teigns of Edward VI. aud Mary introduce 
us hi the small flat round bonnet vrom on one side 
the head, and preaerved to this day in the caps of the 
boys. of Christ's Hospital, whose whole dress is in- 
deed the costume of the citizens of London at the 
time of the foundation of that charily by the young 
and amiable Edward. Blue coats were the common 
habit of apprentices and serving-men, and yellow 
stockings were very generally worn at tins period. 
The jackets of our firemen and. watermen are also of 
this date, the badge being made ia n\ftVj^vis& i^«j3& 
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of Mary, are engraved here from the originals in the 
Meyrick collection, and a powder-flask of the latter 
period, from the same source* presents us also with 
an equestrian figure in the costume of the time. The 
flask held the coarse powder for the charge, the finer 
for priming was held in a smaller case called a 
touch-box. Cartridges, according to Sir S. Meyrick, 
were first used for pistols, and carried in a steel case 
called a patron, about this time. 





Fig. a, wheel-lock dag ; b, wheel-look pistol, temp. Edward YL | and 
c, pocket wheel-lock pistol, temp. Mary, from the Meyrick ooUeouoo. 



THE FEMALE COSTUME 



of these two reigns was composed of the fashions 
which immediately preceded them, and the few 
novelties introduced will be found described in the 
nesit chapter, under the reign of Elizabeth. 



CH4PTBH XVII. 
RKIGN" OF ELIZABETH, lafiS— I60X 
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We hegia this cliapler, as in duty bound, with the 
costume of the sovereigD whose reign we are about 
to investigate, and shall proceed at once with (he 
dress of the ladies of this period, leaving the iiabits 
of the geaLlemen, both civil and military, for the 
conclusion of the chapter. It seems an act of supere- 
rog^tion to attempt to describe the personal cos- 
tume of " Good Queen Bess." Her great ruff rises 
up indignantly at the bare idea of being unknown 
or forgotten, Her jewelled stomacher is piqued to 
the extreme, and her portentous petticoats strut out 
with tenfold importance at the slight insinuated 
against their virgin mistress, who lived but for con- 
quest and display, and thought infinitely less of 
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bringing a gister^queen to the block than a l&ilii^ tn 
make an impression upon a. geatlei ~ 

with all due respect lo her mtf and devotion In the 
petticoats in general, we must beg to observe, (hat the 
best-known portraits of Elilabelh are those executed 
towards the close of h<.-r reign, and which belong aa 
much to the seventeenth aa to the siiteenlh cenliiry. 

Through the kindness of Mr, Dominic Colnaghi, 
we have the gratification of presenting our readers 
with an unpublished portrait of tile queen, from & 
curious painting executed at the commencement of 
her reign, representing her in a dress as similar as 
possible to that of her si.ster and predecessor, in a 
portrait painted by the same hand and in the same 
collection ; the upper dress being a sort of coat of 
black velvet and ermine, fastened only on the chest, 
and flying open below, disclosing the waistcoat and 
kirtle or petticoat of while sillc or silver embroidered 
with black. She wears a. ruff, it is true, but nDt the 
famous one to which she owes at least half her repu- 
tation. Her neck is also encircled by a gauze kerchiej' 
or scarf, knotted like that worn by Queen Mary. 

Stubbs. who wrote his 'Anatomy of Abuses' in this 
reign, notices the peculiar fashion of this masculine 
habit and its enormous sleeves. "The women," 
says he, " have doublets and Jerkins I'.s the men 
have, buttoned up to the breast, and made with 
wings, wells, and pinions on the shoulder-points, as 
man's apparel in all respects ; and although this be 
a kind of altire proper onty to a man, yet they blush 
not to wear it." 

About the middle of this reig^i the great change 
took place that gave the female costume of the six- 
teenth century its remarkable characier. The body 

I imprisoned in whalebone to the hips ; the part^ 

which covered the neck to the chin, was removed.. 

, rising^ crudnally from the froul 
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of the shoulders to nearly the height of the head he- 
hind, encircled the wearer like the nimhus or glory of 
a saint From the bosom, now partially discovered, 
descended an interminable stomacher, on each side 
of which jutted out horizontally the enormous var- 
dingcUe^ the prototype of that modern-antique, the 
hoop, which has been so lately banished the court, 
to the great joy of all classes of his majesty's sub- 
jects saving only the metropolitan dressmakers. The 
cap or coif was occasionally exchanged for a round 
bonnet like that of the men, or the hair dresiod in 
countless curls, and adorned with ropes and stars 
of jewels, and at the close of the reign (for the 
first time) with feathers. 

The perfection of this costume is familiar to us, 
as we have before noticed, in the portrait of fUi^abeth 
taken in the dress in which she wept to St Paul's to 
return thanks for the defeat of the Spanish armada* 
A. D. 1588, engraved by Crispin de Passe, from a 
drawing by Isaac Oliver. 

In addition to the ruff, she wears a long mantle 
of some delicate stuff, with a high-standing collar 
edged with lace, and expanding like wings on each 
side of the head. This was probably made of fine 
lawn or cambric. 

In the second year of her reign began the wearing 
of lawn and cambric ruffs, they having before that 
time, says Stow, been made of faoUand, and now, 
when the queen had them of this new ihaterial, no 
one could starch or stiffen them ; she therefore sent 
for .some Dutch women, and the wife of her coach- 
man Guillan became her majesty's first starcher. 

In 1564 Mistress Dingham Vander Plasse, a 
Fleming, came to London with her husband, and 
followed the profession of a starcher of ruffs, in which 
•he greatly excelled. She met with much encourage- 
ment amongst the nobility and gentry of this country. 
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and was the first who public];^ taug'ht the art af 
starching-, her price being four or five pounds for 
each scholar, and twenty shillings in addition for 
leaching them how to seelh or make the slaroh. 

gtubbs falls foul of this " liquid matter which they 
call starch," wherein he Rays " the devil hath learned 
Ihem to wash and dive their ruffs, which being dry 
will then sland stiff and inflexible about their necks," 
It WHS made, he tells us, of wheat Hour, bran, or 
other grains, sometimes of ruots and other things, 
and of all colours and hues, as white, red, blue, pur- 
pie, and the like. Ik menliona also " a certain 
device made of wires, crested for the purpose, and 
whipped all over either with gold, thread, silver, or 
silk," for supporting these ruffs, and called "a supper- 
tosse or under- pro pper." These " great ruffs or 
neckerchers, made of hollande, lawne, cambric, and 
such cloth," BO delicate that the greatest thread in 
them " shall not be so big bb the l^ast hair that is,'' 
starched, streaked, dried, patted, and underpropped 
by the suppertasses, " the stately arches of pride," 
sometimes overshadowed three or four orders of 
minor ruffs placed gradatini one beneath the other, 
and all under " the master-devil ruff," which was itself 
cloggi'd with gold, silver, or silk lace of stately price, 
wrought all over with needlework, speckled and 
sparkled here and there wilh the sun, Ihe moon, the 
stars, and many other antiques strange to behold : 
some are wrought with open work down to the midst 
of ihe ruff and further ; some with close work ; som« 
with purlid lace and other gewgaws, so clogged, so 
pestered that (he ruff is the least part of itself Some- 
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Velvet, some of grograiriy some of taffata, some of 
scarlet, and some of fine cloth, of ten, twenty, or 
forty shillings the yard ; but if the whole garment be 
not of silk or velvet, then the same must be layed 
with lace two or three fingers broad all over the 
gown ; or if lace is not fine enough for them, he 
says they must be decorated with broad gardes of 
velvet edged with costly lace. The fashions too of 
the gown were as various as its colours, and " chang- 
ing with the moon ; for some be of the new fashion, 
and some of the olde ; some with sleeves hanging 
down to the skirts trailing on the ground, and 
cast over their shoulders like cow-tails ; some have 
sleeves much shorter, cut up the arm, drawn out 
with sundry colours, and pointed with silk ribbands, 
and very gallantly tied with love-knotts, for so they 
call them." Some had capes reaching down to the 
middle of their backs faced with velvet or finetaffata, 
and "fringed about very bravely;" others were 
plaited and crested down the back " wonderfully, 
with more knacks" than he can express. 

Their petticoats, he says, were of the best cloth and 
the finest die, and even of silk, grograin, &c., fringed 
about the skirts with silk of a changeable colour. 
** But what is more vain," he adds, "of whatever the 
petticoat be, yet must they have kirtles, for so they 
call them, of silk, velvet, grograin, taffata, satin, or 
scarlet, bordered with gards, lace, fringe, and I can- 
not tell what.'* Here the kirtle is again distinguished 
from the gown and petticoat, and is evidently the 
garment worn Immediately under the gown, and at 
this time completely discovered by it, the skirt or 
train of the gown or robe being only just visible on 
each side of the figure. 

The nether stocks or stockings, we are told, were 
of silk, jarnsey, worsted, cruel, or the finest yarn, 
thread, or cloth that could possibly be had; and 
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thej were " not ashamed to wear hose of all kinds ot 
chaogeable colours, us green, red, white, russA, 
tawney, and else what not" — "cunningly knit" too, 
and " curiously indented in every point with quirKs, 
clocks, open seams, and every tliinj; else accordingly." 
As early as the third year of Eliz»beih, we read 
that Mistress MoDtsgiie, the queen's silk noman, 
presented to her majesty a pair of black knit silk 
stockings, made in England, trhich pleased her so 
much, that she would never wear any cloth hose 
afterwards ; not only on account of the delicacy of 
the article itself, hut from a laudable desire to en- 
courage this new species of Englbh manu&cture by 
her own example. Soon aftet tins, says Stow, 
William Rider, then apprentice to Thomas Burdel, 
at the bridge foot, opposite the church of St. Magnus, 
seeing a pair of knit worsted stockings at an Italian 
merchant's, brought from Mantua, borrowed them, 
and having made a pair like unto them, presented 
them to the Earl of Pembroke, which wag the first 
pair of worsted stockings knit in this country. 

In Stubbs' time we per;:eive stockings of silk, 
worsted, and yarn, had become common. 

In 1 599, William Lee, master of art^t, and fellow of 
St. John's College, Cambridge, invented a stocking- 
frame. Lee was born at Woodborough. in Not- 
tioghamshire, and is said to have been heir to a good 
estate. Tradition attributes the origin of his inven- 
tion to a pique he had taken against a townswoman 
with whom he was in love, and who, it seems, neg- 
lected his passion. She got her livelihood by knit- 
ting stockings, and wi(h the ungenerous object of 
depreciating her employment he constructed this 
frame, first working at it himself, then teaching his 
brother and other relations. He practised his new 
invention some time at Calverton, a village about 
6ve miles from Nottingham, and cither he or his 
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brother is said to have worked for Queen Elizabeth^ 
The other stockia^ manufacturers used every art to 
bring his invention into disrepute ; and it seems they 
effected their purpose for that time, as he removed 
from Calverton, and settled at Rouen in Normandy, 
where he met with great patronage ; but the murder 
of Henry IV. of France, and the internal troubles 
subsequent to that event, frustrated his success, and 
he died at Paris of a broken heart. Stow says that 
Lee not only manufactured stockings in his frame 
but *• waistcoats and divers other things.'* 

The ladies' shoes were of many fashions. " They 
have corked shoes, puisnets, pantoffles, and slippers," 
says Stubbs ; ** some of black velvet, some of white, 
some of green, and some of yellow, some of Spanish 
leather, and some of English, stitched with silk and 
embroidered with gold and silver all over the footj 
with other gewgaws innumerable." 

The cork shoes here mentioned continued in 
fashion amongst the ladies the greater part of the 
seventeenth century. 

*' Then," exclaims the censor, " must they have 
their silk scarfs cast about their faces, and fluttering 
in the wind, with great lapels at every end, either of 
gold, or silver, or silk, which they say they wear to 
keep them from sun- burning. When they used to 
ride abroad, they have masks and visors made of 
velvet, wherewith they cover their faces, having holes 
made in them against their eyes whereout they look ; 
so that if a man knew not their guise, he would think 
that he met a monster or devil." 

Again : ** their fingers must be decked with gold, 
silver, and precious stones ; their wrists with brace* 
lets and annulets of gold and costly jewels; their 
hands covered with sweet-washed (i. e. perfumed) 
gloves, embroidered with gold and silver ; and they 
must have their looking-glasses carried with them 
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wheresoever they go;" and he is especially indignaat 
against those nho '' are nul ashamed to make holes 
In their ears, whereat they hang rings and other 
iewels of gold and precious stones." 

A packet loohing-g-lass was the common com- 
panion of the fashionables of hoth sexes at this time. 
The ladles carried it either in their pockets or hang- 
ing at their sides, and sometimes it was inserted in 
the fan of ostrich or other feathers — one of the 
most elegant appendages to the costume of this 
period, and lately brought again into fashion, though 
more as an ornament for a roam than as a substitute 
ibr the folding fan of Ivory, which, however beauti- 
fully carved, is certainly not comparable to it either 
for use or elegance. 

We have slightly mentioned the fashion of wearing 
the hair at the commencement of this chapter; we 
will conclude with the more elaborate account by 
Stubbs. Me sa<f3 it must be curled, frizzled, crisped, 
laid out in wreaths and borders from one ear to the 
other, and, lest it should fall down, must be " under- 
propped with forkes, weirs," &e., and ornamented with 
great wreathes of gold or silver curiously wrought, 
bugles, ouches, rings, glasses, and other such gevr- 
gawB, which he being " unskillful in women's tearma," 
<t easily recount "Then upon the toppes of 
their stately turrets stand their other capital oma- 
L French hood, hatte, cappe. kircher, and 
Buch-like, whereof sooie be of velvet, some of this 
bshion, and some of that;" cauls made of net- 
! that the clotb of gold, silver, or tinsel, with 
which the hair was sometimes oovered, might be seen 
through ; and lattice caps ' with three horns or cor- 

lanCQ for lh« reformstioo of genllawi 
u the middle of Eliiibeih'i reign, i 

, hiving armi. Huleiin MSS. No. 1776. 





noB me the I'orked caps of pupish priests: "and 

•very merchant's or ariiHcer's wife or mean gentle- 

n indulged in these extravagant fashions " 
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In the 

MALE COSTUME 

Kn entire change was perfected in this reiffn. We 
Bay perfecled, beeaiise it had commenced almost in- 
visibly during the reigns of Henry VIII. in England, 
and still earlier abroad ; and during the brief reigni 
of Ednard VI. and Queen Mary had made gradual 
progress, and apparently in the very opposite direc- 
tion to fashions in {reneral ; that is. from the lowly to 
the noble ; till at the accession of Elizabeth, the pe- 
culiar habit which has taken its name from her, viz., 
the '' Elirabethan costume,'' appeared »v tH 
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hcauty, or deformity, as our readers may think besL 
Tlie Urge trunk hose, the loni^-waisled douhlel, the 
short cloak or laaiitlc with its standiDg collar, the 
ruff*, the hat, band and feather, the shoes and roses. 
are all seen iu llie eariipal paintings or prints of this 
period, and the positive date of the introductioo of 
either seems to be a difScult and a debated question 
even to those who lived nearest the time. 

To begin with the hose, which, since their sepa* 
rfttion into upper and nether stocka, liave had rather 
an ambig'uous existence. As early as the reigu of 
Henry VII. we perceive instances of the upper part 
beings of a. different pattern to the lower ; and Hall 
describes hosen so varied in his account of the ban- 
quet at Westminster in the first year of the reigu of 
Henry VIII. The bases or skirts lo the coats and 
jackets of that reign descending nearly to the knee, 
rendered any alteration iu the upper slock invisible, 
but occasionally a g'limpse is caught of either the 
upper stock "bomhasled" out, or of independent 
breeches, no longer mere drawers, of ample dimen- 
sions, descending as low as the border of the bases. 
On the abandonment of the latter, these large 
breeches or sloppes became an important and splen- 
did part of apparel ; and while the long hose were 
either supplanted by. or new christened, the travsei, 
the upper stock, or the breeches worn over them, 
received the name of trunk-hose, and were stuffed, 
slashed, paned, and ornamented in the most quaint 
and extravagant manner, the nether Ktock settling for 
(food and all upon the lower part of the leg, under 
the modern denomination of stocking. 

Strutt quotes the following curious note from s 
manuscript in the Harleian library. — "Memorandum; 
That over the seats in the parliament-houie there 
were certain boles, some two inches square, in the 
walls, in which were placed posts lo uphold a scaT- 
fold round about the house within, for them to sit 
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Upon who used ihe wearing of great breeches BtuUed 
wiih hdr like wool-sacks, which fashion being left the 
eighth year of Elizubeth, the scaffolds were taken 
down, and never since put up." " The dale on thia 
memorandum," Stmtt adds, " is not very perfect, but 
I thinh it in anno 33 Eliz." The fashion of wearing 
that particular sort of laige breeches might have 
been left in the eighth year uf Elisabeth, certainly, as 
we have no mode of ascertaining the identical de- 
Kription to vvhich the writer refers, the form varying 
in almost every representation ; but Ihe fashion of 
wearing great, nay, enormous breeches, rather in- 
creased than fell off during the reig'n of Elizabeth, 
and they were worn preposterously large by James I, j 
and Henry IV. of France, who ascended the throne 
i[i 1589, within two years of Ihe date of the memo- 
randum, is generally painted in precisely the same 
costume: and this circumstance gives us faith in the 
testimony of Randal Holmes, who says, " About Ibe 
fortieth year of Elizabeth the old fashions which men 
used al the beginning of her reign were again re- 
vived, with some few additions made thereto, such as 
guises, double ruffs, &c." 

But let us applj- to our old friend Stubbs, who has 
anatomized these abuses, and afiiirded us so much 
information already respecting the costume of the 
ladies. 

tie begins by assuring us that no people in the 
world " are so curious in new fangles" as those of 
this country, and tirst describes their costly shirts of 
cambric, holland, lawn, and the finest cloths, wrought 
throughout with needlework of silk and curiously 
stitched with open seams, and many other knacks 
beside, which rendered them so expensive that some 
cost " horrible to hear! " ten pounds apiece—a long 
price, doubtless, for a shirt at any time — the meanest 
worn costing a crown, or a noble al least. The 
great rutfs worn by the men. Vie ieac-ciOs* ■ii.TO'S*.' 
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Ihe same words as Ihnse in which he descanted 
the ruffs of the ladies ; adding, however, that every 
body will have them whether they can afford them 
or not, and sooner than go without, will sell or 
mortgage their land on Shooter's Hill, Stangale 
Hole, or Salisbury Plain ; or risk the loss of their 
lives at Tyburn with a rope : in token whereof, he 
says, "they have now newly (1595) found out a 
more monstrous kind of ruff, of twelve, yea, sixteen 
lengths apiece, set three or four times double ; and 
it is of some fitly called ' three steps and an half to 
ihe gallows.*" 

And now we come to Ihe Irunk-hose or breeches, 
which he tells us are of divers fashions and sundry 
names: the French hose, the Gallic hosen, and the 
Venetian. The French hose are of " two divers 

' making ; the common sort contain length, breadth, 
and sideneas sufficient, and they are made very 
round ; the other sort contaiu neither length, 
breadth, nor sideness proportionable, being not past 
a quarter of a yard on the side whereof some be 
paned or striped, cut and drawn out with costly 
ornameuts, with caniona adjoined, reaching down 
beneath the knees." These closer-fitting hose were 
most probably the sort that came into fashion in the 
eighth year of Elizabeth, as mentioned by the writer 
of the foregoing memorandum, as they are seen upon 
the figure of Henry III. of France, a. d. 1574-1589, 
(vide Montfaucon's Monarchic Fran^aise,) with the 
canioTig, or canoM attached, which were not taga 
or tubes at the end» of ribands or laces, as Mr, 
Strutt has conjeciured, but one or more rolls ter- 
minating the breeches below the knee, aa a com- 

< mon French dictionary would have informed him. 
" The Gallic hosen," Slubbs continues, " are made 
very large and wide, reaching down to the knees 
only, with three or four gardes apiece laid down 
along the thigh of either hose. The Venetian hneea 
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reach beneath the knee to the garter ing-pl ace of the 
le^, where they are tied finely with silken points, 
and laid on also with rows or gardes, as the other 
before.'* They were made of silk, velvet, satin, 
damask, and other precious stufis, costing, sometimes, 
if we may believe the writer, a hundred pounds a 
pair ; but in that case we should imagine either 
magnificently embroidered or adorned with precious 
stones. To these are added boot-hose of the finest 
cloth, and also splendidly embroidered from the 
gartering-place upward, with " birds, beasts, and 
antiques, ' and made wide enough to draw over all, 
and long enough to reach the waist. 

Of the doublets worn in these days we find as 
great a variety as of the hose. They fitted the body 
very closely from the commencement of the reign, 
and the waist gradually lengthened to its conclusion. 
In Stubbs' time they wore what afterwards obtained 
the name of the long peasecod-bellied doublet, 
quilted and stufied with four, five, or six pounds of 
bombast, the exterior being of satin, silk, tafiata, 
grograine, chamlet, gold or silver stuff ''slashed, 
jagged, cut, carved, pinched and laced with all kind 
of costly lace of divers and sUndry colours." These 
bombasted doublets formed a point in front,hanging, 
over the girdle, and, allowing for a little ca ricature 
is to this day the body dress of our old and inestima- 
ble friend Punch, whose wardrobe of Italian origin 
dates as nearly as possible from this identical period. 
Over these were worn coats and jerkins, some with 
collars, some without, some close to the body, some 
loose, which they called mandillians *, covering the 
whole of the body like sacks or bags, some buttoned 

* Mandevilles, which Randal Holmes. describes ''as a loose 
hanging ganneut,*' and ** much like to our jacket or jumps, but 
without sleeves, only having holes to put the arms through ; yet 
some were made with sleeves^ bvt for no oth«r um IKsa \a ^"w^ 
on the back.*' 
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down ihe breast, some under the arm, and BOnle 
down the back, some with flaps over the breast, 9ome 
without, 3onie with great sleeves, some willi sinall, 
and some plaited and crested (striped) behind, and 
curiously gathered, some not ; one man having; as 
many sorts of apparel as there are days in the year. 
They had cloaks also of white, red, tawney, black, 
green, yellow, russet, violet, &c., made of cloth, 
silk, velvet, and taffata, and af)er the Spanish, 
French, and Dutch fashions : some short, scarcely 
reaching lo the girdlestcad, or wuist ; some to the 
knee, and others trailing on the ground, resembling 
gowns rather than cloaks, and guarded with velvet 
guards, or else faced with costly lace of gold, silver, 
or silk, three or four fringes (Rngers ?) broad down 
the back, about the skirts, and every where else. A 
new fashion in the author's time was lo guard the 
cloaks, round ^boutlhe skirts, with bugles, and other 
kinds of glass, " and all to shine to the eye," 

Besides, he tells us these cloaks were so faced and 
lined thai (he inner side cost as much as the outer. 
Some had sleeves and some hoods to pull up over 
the head ; some were " hanged with points and tas- 
sels of gold, silver, and silk :" and, in cunclusiou, he 
asserts that the day had been when a man might have 
bought two cloaks for less muney than the cost of 
one at the time he wrote, they had such store of 
workmanship bestowed on them. 

The nether stocks or stockings, and shoes and 
slippers of the men, he describes as similar to those 
of the women. The former with quirks and clogs 
about the ancles, and the latter *' corked,'' of idl 
colours, and richly ornamented. The pantofflei of 
slippers he especially ridicules, eieraplifying Ihe 
difficulty of keeping ihem on the feet in the street, 
and asking how they should he handsome " when 
they go 6ap, flap, up and down in the dirt, casting 
up Ihe mire to Ihe knees of the wearer s" 




Of hats wad caps be ennmerateB & vast variety. 
Some sharp on the crown, pearking up like the apear 
or shaA of s steeple staoiiiiig a quarter of a yard 
above the crowD of their heads, some more, some 
less, to please the fantasiesof their inconslaot minils. 
Some flat aod broad od the o'onn, like the baltle- 
ment of a bouse, some with round crowns and bands 
of all coloura ; others again wore their hats without 
bands, which Stubbs calls a new fashion, which they 
fether on the Frenchmen ; and all these hats or caps 
of velvet, taffiita, or sarcenet, were omainented with 
great bunches of feathers, which had latterly become 
BO much the rage that every child wore them, and 
many got a g'ood living by dyeing and selling of th«D. 
To these head-coverings, he adds some made of a 
certain kind of fine hair, which they call beaver bats, 
of twenty, thirty, and forty sbillings apiece, fetched 
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frum beyond sea, whence a great sort of other 

The flftt hat, or cap of estate, worn by the knights 
of the Garter, was changed for one with a highei 
crown ol' the fashion of the time, but no other altera- 
tion look place in the dress. 



of this reign aeidom comes lower than jnt^t beneath 
the hip, complete suits being used only for justing, 
and not always even for that purpose, knights often 
appearing in the lists without armour for the legs or 
thighs. The breast-plates were made much thicker, 
in order to be bullet proof; the tassets of them began 
to be made of one plate each, but marked in imita- 
tion of several. The point of the tapul reappeared 
at the bottom of the breast'plate, and projected 
downwards, in conformity with the shape of the 
peasecod-bellied doublet described, p. 267. Opposite 
are engraved the variously-shaped morions of the lime 
of Elizabeth, in chronological order, and a selection 
from the fifrures embossed on the last gives the 
military costume of the close of her reign (about 
1590} 

Carabines, pelronels, and dragoiu are frequently 
mentioned amongst the fire-arms of this period. The 
petrond was so called from poilrinal, being fired 
with its straight und square butt-end held against 
the chest. The dragon received its name from its 
muzzle, being generally ornamented with the head 
of that fabled monster, and the troops who used it 
subsequently acquired the name of Dragoni and 
Dragoam from this circumiitance. The origin of 
the appellation of the carabine or carbine is dis- 
puted. One derivation is from the vessels called 
Carabt, on board of which it has been presumed 
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they vers first used. Troops called CarabtTU, a. sort 
of light cavalry from Spain, are first mentioned 
A. D. 1559. Our engraving exhibits a dag (fig. a), 
a pistol (fig. b), and a dragon (fig. c), and the butt- 
ends of A carabine (fig. d)^ a petronel (fig. e), and 
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a demi'haque or hack-butt (fig./), a]l with wheel* 
locks, and of the reign of Elizabeth, from the armoury 
at Goodrich Court. 

The rest was introduced for the long heavy match- 
lock musket, during the reign of Henry III. in 
France (vide fig. g). Bandoliers or sets of leathern 
cases, in each of which a complete charge of powder 
for a musket was carried to facilitate the loading of 
a piece, were used till the close of the seventeenth 
century (vide fig. A), when they were superseded by 
the cartridge-box. 
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Chapte* XVIII. 
REIGN OF JAMBS I^ 1603—1625. 

The costume of the reigu of James I. was little 
more than a continuation of the dress of the latter 
part of Elizabeth's. The long-waisted or peasecod- 
bellied doublet remained in vogue, and the conical- 
crowned hat and large Gallic or Venetian hosen, 
slashed, quilted, stuffed, and guarded (or laced), were 
worn as before. The increase in size, from the 
quantity of stuffing used in the garments, we may 
partly trace to the pusillanimous character of the 
new monarch. Dalzel, a cotemporary of James, 
informs us, in his * Fragments of Scottish History/ 
that that monarch had *' his cloathing made large, 
and even the doubletts quilted for (fear of) stellets 
(stilettoes) ; his breeches in great plaits and full 
stuffed. He was naturally of a timorous disposition, 
which was the gretest reason of his quilted doubletts." 
The ruff was occasionally exchanged for a wide 
stiff collar, standing out horizontally and squarely, 
made of the same stuff, and starched and wired as 
usual, but plain instead of plaited or pinched, and 
sometimes edged like the ruff with lace. These col- 
lars were called bands ^ 

^ Both the band and the ruff were in this reign stiffened with 
yellow starch, in preference to all other colours. This fashion is 
said to have been introduced from France by a Mrs. Turner, who 
was afterwards executed for poisoning Sir Thomas Overbury. 
Vide page 292. In the play of Albumaztar, published a. d. 1614, 
Armelina asks Trincalo, <<What price bears wheat and saffron, 
that your band is so stiff and so yellow P" Bulwer speaks of the 
** Cobweb-lawn yellow starched ruffs." Pedigree of the Bnglisk 
Oallaut, p. 536* 
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Towards the close of James's reign, however, we 
perceive a slight alteration. Short jackets or doublets, 
with tabs and false sleeves hanging behind, succeed 
to the loug-waisted doublets, and the hose, instead 
of being slashed or laced, were covered with loose 
broad straps, richly embroidered or adorned with 
buttons, and discovering the silk or velvet trunk at 
the narrow intervals between them. Vide portrait 
of Henry, Prince of Wales, page 278. The stockings 
were gartered beneath the knee, and the garters 
^tened in a large bow or rosette on one side. The 
loose Gallic hosen were still worn, and fastened to 
the doublet or jacket just above the tabs by innume- 
rable points. 

In a MS. in the Harleian Library is the following 
description of the dress of the famous George Villiers, 
Duke of Buckingham, the favourite of James I. *' It 
was common with him at any ordinary dancing to 
have his clothes trimmed with great diamond buttons, 
and to have diamond hatbands, cockades, and ear- 
rings ; to be yoked with great and manifold knots of 
pearl, in short, to be manacled, fettered, and impri- 
soned in jewels : insomuch that, at his going over to 
Paris in 1625, he had twenty-seven suits of clothes 
made, the richest that embroidery, lace, silk, velvet, 
gold and gems could contribute ; one of which was 
a white uncut velvet, set all over, both suit and 
cloak, with diamonds, valued with fourteen thousand 
pounds, besides a great feather stuck all over with 
diamonds, as were also his sword, girdle, hatband, and 
spurs." The following extract from a letter of James I. 
to the same nobleman, and to the Prince of Wales, 
whom Buckingham had accompanied to Madrid in 
1623, relates also to the fashion of wearing jewels in 
the hat : — 

"I send you," writes the king to his son, **foT 
youre wearing, the three bretheren that ye knowe 



178 BRITISH COSTUME. 

fill] well, but iiewlie sette, aad the roirroure of 
Frauiice, the fellow ol' the Portugall dyatnont, 
quiche I wolde wishe you to weare alone io your 
hatte. with a little blakke feather;" and to Bucking- 
ham he saya, " as to thee, my aweete ^osslppe, I 
sead Ihee a faire table dyamont, quiche I wolde once 
have geviii thee before if thou wolde have t&ben it, 
and I have hung a faire pearle to it for wearing on 
thy hatte, or quhaire thou plaisiH, and if my Babie" 
(as he always called Charles) " will spaire thee the 
two long dyamonts in forme of an anker, with the 
pendant dyamont, it were fit for an admiral to weare'. 

if my Babie will not epaire the anker from 

his Diistreaae, he may well lend thee his rounde 
brooche to weare, and yett he shall have Jewells to 
weare in his hatte for three great dayes." 

Ill Dekker'9 HoTU-book, dated 1609, we read, 
" When your noblest gallants consecrate their hours 
to their mistresses and to revelling they wear feathers 
then chiefly in their hats, being of y* fairest ensigns 
of their bravery;" and John Taylor, the water poei, 
reprobates the spendtlirlft and the gallant, who 

" Wear a (urm id shDe-alringi edged wilh gold. 
And spangled gutera worth i copyhold , 
A hose and doublet which a lurdihip cost; 
A gaudy cloik three mansions' price almosl ; 
A beaver band and realber for Ibe head, 
Priied at the church's lylhe, the poor man's bread." 

Silk, worsted, and thread stockings were now 
almost universally worn, and clolh or woollen stock- 
ings considered unfeehionable. 

In ' The Hog hath lost its Pearl," a play by Ro- 
bert Taylor, printed 1611, one of the characiera 
remarks, that good parts, without the habilimenl* 

• Tbe Duke uf Bucliinglwin uas Lord High Admiral. 
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of gallantry, are no more set by than a good leg in a 
woollen stockiDg. 

In the History of Jack of Newbury, a merchant is 
described in a grave-coloured suit, with a black 
cloak ; and in a comedy by Dekker, published a. d. 
1612 ^ a man is told to walk *' in treble ruffs like a 
merchant** 

The hat worn by the knights of the Garter at this 
time was high-crowned, and feathers having been 
latterly neglected (perhaps in favour of the jewelled 
hatband, which is frequently seen in this reign unac- 
companied by a plume), were re-introduced in the 
tenth year of James's reign. Some variation appears 
also in the colour of the mantle of foreign princes ; 
that sent to Frederick, Duke of Wurtemberg, in 
the fourth year of this reign, is stated to have been 
•* of a mixed colour ; to wit, purple and violet/* 

The riband also, to which the lesser George, or 
medal, was appended round the neck, was during 
this reign changed from black to blue. One of blue, 
or sky colour, is ordered in the twentieth of James I.^ 

The viscount's coronet, composed of an unlimited 
number of pearls round a circlet of gold, dates from 
this reign, and was first worn by Viscount Cranbourn, 
created 20th August, second of James I. 

ARMOUR AND WEAPONS. 

James I. is stated to have remaifked of armour, 
that it was an excellent invention, for it not only 
saved the life of the wearer but hindered him from 
doing hurt to any body else. The increasing une 
and improvements in fire-arms combined with other 
causes to bring it into disrepute, and before the close 
of this reign the armour of the heaviest cavalry ter- 
minated at the knees. Henry, Prince of Wales, 

' Entitled * IfthU be not a good V\kj the Derirs ia ic 
* Ashmole's Historv o^ \ne Otd^x. 

*3t% 




appears only armed to the waist in the above 
eiigroving, copied from Drayton's Poljolbion. 

Aniongst the cavalry, the intercourse wilh Spain 
changed the name of lancer into cavalier. The 
inrantry consisted orpikemen and musketeers; and 
during this reign the callver, a matchlock that could 
be (ired without a rest, came greatly into use, and 
ulllmalely superseded the long fire-arm altogether. 
A military treatise, published in IC19, by Ednan) 
Davis, gentleman, tells us, that '• a soldier must 
ither accustom himself to bear a piece or a pike. If 
he bear a piece, then must he first learn to hold the 
;ommoda(e bis match between the Iwo 
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Fig. a, a morion, temp. James I. ; 6« a biarg^tnot ; a swine's feather 
dt a linstock ; e, the butt of a pistol ; all from the Meyiick oolleetioh. 

foremost fingers and his thombe, and to plant the 
g^eat end on his breast with a gallant souldier-like 
grace ....•• His flaske and touch-box must keep his 
powder, his purse and mouth his bullets ; iiv skvrcox^Vi 
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his left hand must hold his match and piece, BDd tha 
right hand aae the ofiiceofcharging and discharging." 
To the rest for the musket or matchlock nas 
added in James's time a long rapier blade, for the 
defence of the soldier when he had discharged his 
piece. It was called the sweyne's feather, " hog's 
bristle," and someCitnes the Swedish feather, having 
been perhaps a Swedish invention. See one en- 
graved above from the Mejrick collection, fig. c, 
with a morion and bourginot of the same period, 
figs, a and 6. The butt-end of the pistol in this 
reign became elongated. Vide fig. e. 



THE FENALB COSTUME 

nf this reign presents us with few variations. The 
portrait of Anne of Denmark, queen of James I., 
exactly resembles, in the general character of the 
dress, that of Queen Elizabeth, painted by Holbein. 
The enormous vardingale was worn throughout 
this reign by the nobility ; and Bulwer, in his pedi- 
gree of the English Gallant, lells us the following 
amusing story concerning this " unnatural disgiiise- 
ment;"— When Sir Peter Wych was sent ambassador 
to the Grand Seigiior from James I., his lady ac- 
companied him to Constantinople, and the Sultaness, 
having heard much of her, desired to see her ; 
whereupon Lady Wych, attended by her waiting- 
women, all of them dressed in their great vardin- 
galcs, which was the court-dress of the Englibh 
ladies at that time, waited upon her highness. The 
Suttaness received her visitor with great respect, bul, 
struck with the extraordinary extension of the hips ot 
the whole party, seriously inquired if that shape was 
peculiar to Ihe natural formation of English women, 
and Lady Wych was obliged to explain the whole 
mystery of the dress, in order to convince her that 
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she and her companions were not really so deformed 
as they appeared to be. 

The ruffs and bands or collars worn at this time 
by the ladies were generally stiffened with yellow 
starch like those of the gentlemen. In the old play 
called * Lingua, or the Combat of the Tongue and 
the Five Senses for superiority,' published a. d. 1607, 
we have a curious list of the articles of a fashionable 
lady's wardrobe. " Five hours ago," says one of the 
characters, *^ I set a dozen maids to attire a boy like 
a nice gentlewoman, but there is such doing with 
their looking-glasses ; pinning, unpinning ; setting, 
unsetting; formings and conformings; painting of 
blue veins and cheeks. Such a stir with sticks, combs, 
cascanets, dressings, purls, fall squares, busks, bodices, 
scarfs, necklaces, carcanets, rabatoes, borders, tires, 
fans, palisadoes, puffs,* rufis, cuffs, mufis, pusles, 
fusles, partlets, friglets, bandlets, fillets, corslets, pen- 
dulets, amulets, annulets, bracelets, and so many lets 
(L e. stops or hindrances), that she is scarce dressed 
to the girdle; and now there is such calling for 
fardingales, kirtles, busk-points, shoe-ties, and the 
like, that seven pedlars' shops, nay, all Stourbridge 
fair, will scarcely furnish her. A ship is sooner 
rigged by far than a gentlewoman made ready !'' 

In ' the London Prodigal,' published a. d. 1605, 
Civit says to his sweetheart, — ** Frances, I'll have thee 
go like a citizen, in a guarded gown and a French 
hood :" and in ' Eastward Hoe,' a comedy of the 
same date, Girtred says to her sister, — ** Do you wear 
your quoif with a London licket, your stamen petticoat 
with two guards, the buffen gown with tuflaffetie 
cap and the velvet lace." And grogram gowns, 
lined throughout with velvet, durance petticoats, and 
silver bodkins are jnentioned by her as other parts of 
the apparel and ornaments of citizens' wives and 
daughters. 



Chapter XIX. 

REIGN OF CHARLKS [. AND COMMONWEALTH, 
1625—1660. 

The reign cf Charles 1 , 16^5 — 1648, introduces us 
to ihe most elegant and piciiiresqne costume ever 
norn in England, and from the circuniBtance of its 
being the habit of the time in which Vandyke painted, , 
it haa acquired the appellation of the Vandyke dress. 
It has been familiarized to us not only by the num- 
berless prints from llie works of ihat great master, but ' 
through the medium of theatrical representations, 
being, o( all costumes, perhaps ihe best adapted for 
the stage, and therefore generally selected for such 
plays IIS are not fised by their subject to some other 
particular era. For ihe fiame reason, with pardon- 
able licence, plays fuunded on incidents tit the reign 
of Charles II. are acted in costumes of the reigo 
of Charles I.; but the point was rather strained by 
the late Mr. Kemble. who formed out of the hahita erf 
Ihe three reigns of Elizabeih, James, and Charles 
a conventional costume for the whole of Shakspeai'e's 
historical plays, from King John to Henry VIII. 
The intention was, however, a laudable one. Mr. 
Garrick bad broken ground, by assuming a fancy 
dress for the part of Richard III., but he played 
Macbeth to the last in a court suit of sky-blue and 
scarlet laced with gold. Mr. Kemble's good sense 
and determined spirit induced him to reform this 
altogether; and though, to the antiquary, it was as 
ridiculous to see the " gracious Duncan" in trunk- 
hose as in velvet Dreeclies and silk stockings, the 
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absurdity was not so striking to the million, and 
stage efl^ct was infinitely heightened by the change. 
Of late years the taste for spectacle has at least had 
the good effect of inducing managers and actors to 
pay stricter attention to these matters, and two or 
three of Shakspeare's plays were revived a few sea- 
sons back at Covent Garden theatre, with their cos- 
tume corrected by the writer of this work, under the 
sanction of Mr. Charles Remble. Much, however, 
remains to be done. Richard III. still wears the 
trunks of James I., with the plumed hat of Charles 
ir., and the " majesty of Denmark," supposed to 
have been buried before the Conquest, revisits '* the 
glimpses of the moon" in armour of the seventeenth 
century. The French are far before us in this mat- 
ter, as they are indeed in nearly every thing else 
connected with dramatic entertainments. But to 
return to the time of Charles I. The picturesque 
habit of which we have spoken was introduced about 
the middle of his reign. At the commencement, the 
fashions of the later years of his father's reign seem 
jto have been preserved, and there was scarcely a 
nation in Europe that had not contributed its share 
to them. In Ben Jonson's comedy of the * New 
Inn,* first acted in 1629, a beau observes— 

'* I would put on 
The Savoy chain about my neck, the ruff, 
The cuffs of Flanders ; then the Naples hat 
With the Rome hatband, and the Florentine agate. 
The Milan sword, the cloak of Geneva set 
With Brabant buttons; all my given pieces, 
My gloves, the natives of Madrid," &c. 

And in his ' Tale of a Tub,' a later performance, men- 
tion is made of ** long sawsedge hose, and breeches 
pinned up like pudding-bags ;" and long breeches, 
in imitation of the Dutch fashion, are said to h&v« 
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been worn in this reign, and by Charles I. TheM 
latter we take to be Ihe breeches resembling short 

trousers, descending almost to the boot-top, and 
either frlng;ed or adorned with a row of points or 
ribands. 

At the commencement of thecivil war, when the roy- 
alist party began to be denominated Cavaliers, and the 
republican. Round' Heads, the costume of England 
was as divided as its opinions ; but the dress of the 
Cavalier was gallant and picturesque in the extreme. 
It consisted of a doublet of silk, satin, or velvet, with 
large lootie sleeves, slashed up the front; the collar 
covered by u felling band of the richest point lace, 
with that peculiar edging now called Vandyke ; s 
short cloak was worn carelessly on one shoulder. 
The long breeches, fringed or pointed, as we have 
s!ready mentioned, met the tops of the wide boots, 
which were also ruffled with lace or lawn. A broad- 
leafed Flemish beaver hat, with a rich hatband and 
plume of feathers, vras set on one side the head, and a. 
Spanish rapier, hung from a most magnificent baldrick 
or sword-belt, worn saehwise over the right shoulder. 
The doublet of silk or velvet was frequently ex- 
changed in these troublous times for a buff coal, 
which was richly laced, and sometimes embroidered 
with gold 01 silver, and encircled by a broad silk or 
satin scarf tied in a large bow, either behind or over 
the hip, in which case the short cloak was perhaps 
dispensed with'. In some instances a buff jerkin, 
without sleeves, was worn over the doublet. Allu- 
sions are frequent in the old plays of this period to 
these defensive garments '. Charles I., in the twelfth 
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yiear of his reign, determined to restore the mantle 
of the order of the Garter to its original colour, and it 
was accordingly worn, on the installation of the 
Prince of Wales, of a rich celestial blue ; the sur- 
coat and humerale remained crimson ; the hat was of 
black velvet as before. As early as the second year of 
his reign he had ordered the badge of the order (the 
cross surrounded by the garter) to be worn by the 
knights on their daily dresses, and in 1629 it was 
formed mto a star by surrounding ^ with rays as it 
is at present. 

The beard was worn very peaked, with small up- 
turned moustaches; the hair long in the neck, and 
sometimes, it should seem, powdered. John Owen, 
Dean of Christchurch and Vice-Chancellor of Oxford, 
appears, in 1 652, '* in querpo like a young scholar 
with powdered hair, snake-bone bandstrings, a lawn 
band, a large set of ribands pointed (i. e. tagged) at 
the knees, Spanish leather boots with large lawn tops, 
and his hat most curiously cocked" (i. e. the flap 
turned up) : a dress well enough for a young gal- 
lant, but, as Strutt truly observes, '* improper enough 
for a clergyman." In the treble portrait of Charles 
I., by Vandyke, the king wears a jewel in one ear 
only. 

Although it does not furnish us with any particular 
information, we cannot refrain from quoting in this 
place the description of the dress of Oliver Crom- 
well, as given by an eye-witness. Sir Philip Warwick. 
*' The first time that I ever took notice of him," says 
that gentleman, " was in the beginning of the Par- 
liament held in November 1640, when I vainly 
thought myself a courtly young gentleman, for we 
courtiers valued ourselves much upon our good 

" a girdle of double buff, eight inches broad, to be worn under 
the skirts of the doublet, to which it is hooked." He also 
the use *' of a good long buff glove lor the left hand.** 
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clothes. I came one morning Jiitn the house n 
clad, and perceived a gentleman speakiiii; nbom I 
iw not, very ordinarily apparelled; for it was a 
plain cloth Kiiit, which seemed to have been made 
by an ill conntry tailor ; his linen was plain, and not 
very clean ,• and 1 remember a speck or two of 
blood upon his little band, which was not much 
larger than his collar ; bis hal was without a hat- 
band j his stature waa of a good size; his sword 
etuck close to hi^ side." 




at this period, being still considered very cumbrous, 
was, with the exception of belmeLs, back and breasl- 
pieces with tassels, which were worn by the pikemen 
and musketeers, confined lo Ihe pisloliers and heavy 
horse. Many noblemen and officers contented them- 
selves with a cnirass over a buff coat ; and some 
enlire regiments of cavalry were thus armed, and ac- 
quired from thence the name of Cuirassiers. Dra- 
goons, first raised in France in Ihe year 1600 by the 
Marshal de Brisac, were now part of our English 
army, and wore at this time " a buff coat with 
■kirlB and an open head-piece with cheeks." 
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According to a treatise published at Cambridge, 
called * Militarie Instructions for the Cavalrie,' dated 
1632, we find that force divided into four classes : 
'* the lancier, the cuirassier, the harquebouse and 
carbine, and the dragone." 

The lancier was to wear a dose casque or head- 
piece, gorget, breast and back (pistol and culiver- 
proof'), pauldrons, yambraces, two gauntlets, tassets, 
culessets, culets or guarde de reins, a good sword 
(stiff, cutting, and sharp-pointed), with a girdle and 
hanger so fastened that he might easily draw it ; a 
buff coat with long skirts to wear between his armour 
and his clothes ; his lance either of the usual or pike- 
shape, only thicker at the butt-end^ eighteen feet 
long, with a thong pf leather to fasten it round the 
right arm ; one^ if not two pistols of suiSicient bore 
and length; a flask, cartouch-box, and all appur- 
tenances fitting. 

The cuirassier, armed as we have described, with 
pistols hanging at his saddle, and a good sword, stiff 
and sharp-pointed like the lancier ; he is also to wear 
a scarf, the only sign of company or uniform at this 
time, when the buff coat and cuirass concealed the 
clothes, though scarlet had been long the prevail- 
ing colour of the royal troops, and was retained by 
Cromwell. 

The harquebusier, " by the late orders rendered in 
by the council of war," is to wear, besides a good buff 
coat, a back and breast like the cuirassier, more than 
pistol-proof, a head-piece, &c. ; a harquebuss, two 
feet and a half long, hung on a belt by a swivel ; a 
flask, touch-box, and pistols. 

The carbineer is to have a good buff coat, a car- 

' Culiver or caliver, cornipted from calibre, a fire-arm of the 
particular bore ordered by government, and lighter than ttxual 
natch or wheel-lock. "Put me a caliver into Wart^a haad^* 
Henry IV. p. 2, 
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lune or pelTonel hanging- as the harqiiebuss, a Btrwd, 
grille, and hangers, a flask and a touch-box, 

" The dragone," we are (old, " is of two kinds, 
pike and musket- the pike is to have a ihong of 
iealher about (he middle of it for convenieoce of 
carrying. The musketeer is to have a strap fastened 
to the stock o*' Ills piece almost from the one end 
lo the other, by which, bciuff on horseback, he 
hangeth it at his back, keeping his burning match 
and the bridle in the lelt hand." 

In 1645 the harquebussiers were accounted the 
second sort of cavalry, and wore Iriple-barred hel- 
mets, cuirasses with guard de reins, pauldrons and 
vambraces ; at the same time the dragoons changed 
their muskets for the shorter piece called a dragon, 
froni whence Ihey had derived iheir name abroad, 
and in 1649 they carried the caliver. 

The pot-belmet or open head-piece with cheeks 
(fig. a), the single and triple-barred helmets wiim 
by the dragoons and harquebussiers of this period 
(figs. 6 and c), are engraved above from the ori- 
ginals at Goodrich Court. 

The modern fire-lock was invented about this 
period, and the improvement nas suggested by a. pe- 
culiar fire-arm called the mapkavnce, fropi its being 
invented and used by a set of Dutch marauders 
called snaphana or poultry- stealers: the iiglil nf the 
match betrayed Ihem, and ihey could not aSbrd to 
purchase the expensive nheel-Iock, they therefore 
substituted a flint for the pyrile, and an upright 
moveable furrowed piece of steel in lieu of the wheel ; 
the cover of the pan being pushed back, the piece of 
steel was brought lo Bland over it and the spark 
elicited as at pre.senU The snaphaunce was known 
as early as Elizabeth's time; but Che firelock datei 
from about 1635. Before this invention Ihe whee»- 
lock was frequently called the fire-lockj but Ourf 
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term was arierwards used Ibr tl 
The musket-rests and sweyne 
doned during the civil wars. 



THE FEHALB COBTOHB 

«t the commencement of the reign underwent no 
change. The French hoiMi and the vardingale were 
still worn, and the high-crowned hat was adapted by 
citizetiH' wives and country-women, particularly orthe 
puritanical parly. 




The following is " a catalogue" oflhe apparel and 
ornaments of a fantastical lady of fashion, by Ihe 
anonymous author of the dramatic pastoral called 
■ Rhodon and Iris,' said in the litle-pao* to have been 
first acle<l May 3, 1631, at the flouaW fe«a\. »». 




29« BRITISH C08TUMB. 

Norwich. The speaker acknowledges it to be " as 
tedious .as a tailor*s bill ;'* but it is interesting to us 
for the names it contains of '' all the devices" he is 
''eommanded to provide, videlicet:'' — 

" Chains, coronets, pendans, bracelets, and ear-rings ; 
Pins, girdles, spangles, embroyderies, and rings; 
Sbadowes, rebatoes, riblMnds, ruffs, cuffs , falls, 
Soarfef» feathers, fans, maskes, muffs, laces, cauls, 
Thin tiffanies, cobweb lawn, and fardingals. 
Sweet fals, nyles, wimples, glasses, crisping-pins, 
Ibts of ointment, combes, with poking-sticks and bodUoe% 
Coyfes, gorgets, fringes, rowles, fillets, and hair-laces^ 
Silks, damasks, velvets, tinsels, cloth of gold. 
Of tissues with colours of a hundred fold ; 
But in her tyres, so uew-fangled is she. 
That which doth with her humour now agree, 
To-morrow she dislikes ; now doth she sweare 
That a loose body is the neatest weare ; 
But ere an houre be gone she will protest, 
A strut gowne graces her proportion best; 
Now calls she for a boisterous fardingall. 
Then to her hips she'll have her garments fall; 
Now doth she pnuse a sleeve that's long and wide. 
Yet, by and by that fashion doth deride ; 
Sometimes she applauds a pavement-sweeping tralne, 
And presently dispraiseth it againe; 
Now she commends a shallow bande so small, 
That it may teem .scarce any bande at all ; 
But soon to a new fcncy doth she reele, 
And calls for one as big as a coach-wheele : 
She'll wear a flowing coronet to-day, 
The symball of her beauty's sad decay ; 
To-morrow she a waving plume will try, 
The emblem of all female levitie : 
Now in her hat, then in her hair is drcst; 
Now, of all fashions, she thinks change iho be^ \ 
Nor in her weeds alone is she so nice, 
But rich perfumes she buys at any price ; 
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Storax and spikenard she burns in her chamber. 

And daubs herself with civet, music, and amber ; 
* « « « « 

Waters she bath to make her face to shine, 
Confections eke to clarify her skin ; 
Lip*salves, and clothes of a rich scarlet dye 
She hath, which to her cheeks she doth apply ; 
Ointment, wherewith she pargets o'er her face. 
And lustrifies her beauty*8 dying grace,'V&c. ftc. 

Massinger, in his *City Madam,' printed a.i> 
1659, gives us to understand that the French hood, 
and the buffin gown mentioned in the previous reign, 
were at that time out of fashion. *' My young ladies 
in buffin gowns and green aprons — tear them off ! — 
and a French hood too — now 'tis out of fashion — a 
fool's-cap would be better ! " In the same play Luke 
describes the dress of a rich merchant's wife in the 
speech he makes to the city madam : — 

"You wore 

Sattin on solemn days ; a chain of gold, 

A velvet hood, rich borders, and sometimes 

A dainty minever cap ; a silver pin 

Headed with a pearl, worth three-pence, and thm far 

You were priviledged— 'Do one envied it — 

It being for the citie's honour that 

There should be a distinction made between 

The wife of a patrician and a plebeian. 
* # • * • 

Since your husband was knighted, as I said. 
The reverend hood cast off, your borrowd hair 
Powdered and curled, was, by your dresser's art, 
Formed like a coronet, hanged with diamonds 
And richest orient pearls ; your carkanets 
That did adorn your neck, of equal value ; 
Your Hungeriand bands and Spanish quellio ruffi, 
Great lords and ladies feaiited to survey 



Chapter XX. 

RiiIGN OP CUARLtlS 11., 1660— ISSS. 




With the reHtorationof ihe house of Stuart, Fashio 
alao regained the throne, from which she had been 
driven by the stern and puritanical republicans, and, 
like the " merry monarch" with whom she returned, 
many were the mad pranks she played in the delirium 
of her joy ; many the excesses she committed. Taste 
■nd elegance were abandoned for eitravagance and 
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fdly; and the male custume, which is iFie time of 
Charles I. had reached the highest point of pic- 
turesque splendour, den^enerated and declined from 
this momeDt, and expired in the square coat, cocked 
hat. full-bottomed wig, and jack-hoots of the follow- 

The birth of these odious articles may be traced to 
Charles II. 's reign ; at the commencement of which 
a few fantastical additions to the Vandyke costume 
injured but did not totally destroy it. The doublet 
was made exceedingly short, open in front, without 
any under waistcoat, and displaying a rich shirt, 
which bulged out from it over the waistband of 
the loose breeches, which, as well as the large full 
sleeves, were exceedingly ornamented with points 
and ribands. Beneath the knee hung long drooping 
lace ruffles, and the falling collar of lace, with a high- 
crowned hat and plume of feathers, still preserved 
some of its old gallant cavalier character; hut the 
fashions of the court of Louis XIV. of France soon 
found their way across the water " to Whitehall 
Stairs," and the servile imitation of the courtiers of 
the Grande Monarque gave rise to that absurd and 
detestable monstrosity, a periwig. His majesty, it 
appears, when a little boy, had remarkably beautiful 
hair, which hung in long waving curia upon his 
shoulders, and the courtiers, out of compliment to 
their young sovereign, had lieads of false hair made 
to imitate his natural locks, which obtained ihe name 
of perukes. When the king grew up, he returned the 
comphment by adopting the article himself, and the 
perruque or peruke speedily lodged upon the heads 
and shoulders of all the gentlemen of England, 
under the corrupted appellation of a periwig '. 

spelli it " perawicte." A letter wai wrilleu hy 
Iq Ihe Uaiverslly of Csmbridge farbiilding the mem- 
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" Misfortunes newr come single," says Ihe pro- 
vprb. So exlraordiiiary a heud-drcRS as the periwig 
demanded a different covering to the high-crowned 
h»t or broad-leafed Spanish sombrero. Down went 
(he crown and up went the brims at the side ; a row 
of feathers was placed round it in lieu of Ihe chivalric 
pinme, and ttie first approach was made to the 
cocked hats of the eighteenth century. 

As early as the year 1658 the pellicoat-breechea 
had made their appearance in England ; and the 
fashion of wearing lar^e slirop hose or stoclfinga, 
two yards wide at ttie lop, with points through several 
eyeleihules, by whicli they were made fast to the pet- 
ticoat-breeches by a single row of pointed ribands 
hanging at (he bottom, was brought to Chester from 
France in ihai year by one Wiiliam RaveiiscraA, 
whose name has from this circumstance been res- 
cued from oblivion by Randal Holmes, the Cheshire 
herald, whose notes on dress, in the Harleian 

■nd when he hu at Newmarket, N'alhaniet Vincent, doctor of 
di>iDily,fcUoiv o! Clire Hsil, anil cliapUin Id hi< m^est;, prencbcd 

Ihe TisblDu in use amongst gcQliemen at that time. Tliia foppeiy 
di^plensed the king, wbo connnanded the Duke of MoDmouIh, 
Iben chancFJIar of the univBrail)', to cause the slalulei concerning 
decency uf app:irel imuDg Ihe clergy to be put in execution ; 
wliicbHBEaccotdinglydODe. Slrull's Drass and Habits, vol. ir. ; 
Hone's Kvery Day Book, Tol. i. i Alh. Oxon. vol. ii. col. 303a 

ll must be remembered, howeier, ihit ialse liiir mi warn by 
both sexes and in great profusion during lite reigns of Elizabeth 
■ndJameal.; and Ibe expression "n robustinus ^kthv^ pated 
Jellow," ia used by Shakapeare in hit Hamlet, nTilten abolil 
16UII. in ihal passage, however, he most prnliably altudei to 
the character wrg worn bj a tragic actor, and not to > genaral 
rashiub 

Wbei< the Marquis of Duckiogbam and Prince Cbarlea went 
to Parij in 1623, la their way to Spain, "for the belter veiling of 
Iheir visages bii higtnieas and Ibe n^arquis bought each of them 
a periwig tamewhat lo overshadow their foreheads." See Reli(|. 
WottonianK y. 05. 
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Library, were written about 1660. Under the dale 
of 1659 Holmes gives the following description of a 
gentleman's dress : '■ A shoit-waisted doublet and 
pftiicoat-breeches, the lining being lower than the 
breeches, is lied above the knees; the breeches are 
ornamented with ribands up to the pocket, and half 
their breadth upon the thigh ; (he wuistband is set 
about with ribands, and the shirt hanging out o^er 
them." These petticoat-breeches at length assumed 
the shape of the skirts or bases to the doublets and 
jerkins in Henry Vlll.'s lime ; and, with the usual 
caprice of fashion, the doublet or jacket, which was 
EO short at the beginning' of this reign that it scarcely 
came below ihe breast, was, towards the conclusiou 
of it, elongated to the middle of the thigh, with 
sleeves to the elbows, terminnted by rows and 
bunches of ribands, trom under which bulged forth 
the sleeves of the shirt, ruffed and adorned also pro- 




ftiwi; with ribands ; in Ibis shape, with buttons a 
button-holes all donn the froDt, it became in fact a 
coat, and accordingly, in an invenlory of apparel 
provided for Charles II. in 1679, vie tind a complete 
suit of one material, under the familiar designation 
of coat, waistcoat, and breeches. Pantaloons are 
tDCiitioned in the same invenlory, and a yard and a 
half of lutestring allowed for them. Holland drawers, 
end flannel and cotton trousers, are also amongst the 
iiems. 

Long aiid short kersey stockings are reckoned 
amongst tlie exports in the Book of Rates, as it 
stood in the twelfth of Charles 11.^ and we also find 
there stockings of leather, of silk, of woollen, and of 
worsted, for men and children; Irish stockings, and 
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the lower end of stockiDgs, which, Mr. Strutt ob- 
serves, are probably what are now called socks ; and 
among the imports, hose of crewel^ called mantua 
hose, and stocking^ of wadmol. 

Neckcloths or cravats of Brussels and Flanders 
lace were worn towards the close of this reign, and 
tied in a knot under the chin, the ends hanging down 
square. 

The costume of the knights of the Garter became 
in this reign exactly what it is at present The cap 
of estate, with its ostrich and heron plume, and the 
broad blue riband worn over the left shoulder and 
brought under the right arm, where the jewel or 
lesser George hangs, being introduced in their pre* 
sent form shortly before the publication of Ashmole's 
History of the Order. 

The baron's coronet, composed of six pearls set at 
equal distances round a circlet of gold (four of which 
only are seen in engravings), dates from this reign, 

THE MILITAR7 COSTUME 

was nearly that of the Civil Wars and the Common- 
wealth ; but armour was gradually falling into dis- 
use. Yarn braces were abandoned by hargobussiers 
in the first year of the Restoration ; and the helmet 
and corslet or cuirass, or the gorget alone, worn over 
a buff coat, formed the total defence of steel at this 
period worn by the officers. 

** The arms, offensive and defensive," says the sta- 
tute of the thirteenth and fourteenth of Charles II., 
** are to be as follows : the defensive arms (of the 
cavalry), a back, breast, and pot, and the breast and 
pot to be pistol-proof. The offensive arms, a sword 
and a case of pistols, the barrels whereof are not to 
be under fourteen inches in length. For the foot, a 
musketeer is ordered io have a musket, the barrel 
not under three feet in length ; a collar of baudelU^^ 




Oarget ud iteel skull-cap. frain Ibe UejiicV eoEeSdiiB. 

with a sword. Pikemeo are to be armed with a 
pike made of ash, not under sixteeo feet in length, 
with a back, breast, head-piece, and sword." 

The present familiar names of the regiments com- 
prising: the British army commence frum this reign. 
The Life Guards were raised In 1G61; composed 
and treated, however, like the Gardes du Corps of 
the French, being formed principally of gentlemen 
of family and distinction, who, themsclres or their 
fftlhers, had foug'lii in the civil wars. In the same 
year the Bines were also embodied, and called the 
Ojiford Bines, from their first commander, Aubrey, 
Earl of Oxford. The Coldstream Fool-guards date 
Iheir formation from 1660, when two regiments were 
added to the one raised abont ten years previously 
by Genera] Monk at Coldstream, on the borders of 
Scotland. To these were added the l)<t Hoyal Scots, 
brought over from France at the Restoration ; the 
Sd, or Queen's, raised in 1661 ; the 3d, or Old Buffs, 
from their accoutrements being; composed of buffalo 
leather, embodied in 1665 ; the Scotch Fusiliers 
(now the 31-st fool), raised in 16TS, and so called 
from their carrying lhe/uH7, invented in France in 
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1630, being a firelock lighter than the musket, but 
about the same length ; and the 4lh, or King's Own, 
raised in 1680. During this reign the bayonet was 
invented at Bayonne, whence its name ;.it was some- 
times thri'e-edged, sometimes flat, with a wooden hiit 
like a dagger, and was screwed or merely stuck into 
the muzzle of the gun. Bandoliers were slill worn 
in 1670, but had been gradually growing into dis- 
esteein, according to Sir James Turner, for the laat 
thirty years. Carlridge-boxes of tin, upon the prin- 
ciple of the old patron of Elizabeth's time, ara 
strongly recommended by Lord Orrery. 




of the days of Charles II. What a bevy of beauties 
does the mere mention of it conjure up to our recol- 
lection. The lovely Hamilton, the blushing Bagot. 
the bewitching Stewart, the tender-eyed Temple, La 
triste Heretiere, Nell Gwyn. Who hasnotdoated 
on Lhem in the Memoirs of Grammont, or on the 
walls of Hampton Court. Charles II.'s beauties 
were the very reverse of their mothers in dress as in 
demeanour. The starched rulf, the steeple-crowned 
hat, the ri^jd stomacher, and the stately fardingale, 
were banished with the gravity and morality of their 
wearers. A studied negligence, an elegant diishabille, 
is the prevailing character of the costume in which 
they are nearly all represented ; their glossy ring- 
lets escaping from a simple bandeau of pearls, or 
adorned by a single rose, fall in graceful ^lotvwMi 
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upon snowynecks, unveiled by even the transparent 
lawn of the band or the partelet, and the fair round 
arm, bare to the elbow, reclines upon the voluptuous 
satin oetticoatf while the gown, of the same rich 
material, piles up its voluminous train in the back« 
ground. 

The numerous and splendid engravings from 
paintings of this period, to be met with in ever]f 
printseller^s window or private portfolio, render ec* 
gravings of this costume perfectly unnecessary. 



Chapter XXI. 
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The two brief reigna of James II. and William III. 
are distinguished by scarcely any novelty in the civil 
costume. The petticoat-breeches were again ex- 
changed for those which tied beneath the knee; but 
the lutter were made to Bit closer than of yore, and 
the stockings drawn over them to the middle of the 
thigh. The periwig became more monstrous, and It 
was the &shion for the beaus to comb their perukes 
publicly, for which purpose large combs of ivory or 
lortoiae-sheil, curiously chased and ornamented, were 
carried in the pocket as constantly as the siiulf-box, 
h had latterly also become an indispensable ap- 
pendage to ft tine gentleman. A.I cd\u\.,\\\4a« \w^.ii 
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&nd in the boxes of the theatre, a gallant of these 
days combed his peruke during a conversatioD or 
flirtalion with the same air that a modern exquidiie 
would twirl his moustaches. The full-bottomed wig 
was worn by the learned professions and those who 
atfected particular gravity. Fanjuhar, in his comedy 
of 'Love and a Bottle,' written in 1698, remarks that 
"a full wig" is imagined as '* infallible a token of 
wit as the laurel." 

The broad brims of the hats were now frequently 
turned up on two aides ; they were ornamented by 
several feathers placed round them, or by buws of 
ribands. To turn up the brim ur flap of the hat 
was, in the language of that day, to cock it, and 
each gallant cocked his hat according to his owa 
fancy, ur after the style of some leader of fashion. 
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One mode was called after the unfortunate Duke of 
Monmouth, the Monmouth cock. 

To the broad-falling bands had now succeeded the 
small Geneva bands, like those worn by our modern 
clergymen and councillors ^ and the rich neckcloth or 
cravat of Brussels or Flanders lace was worn by tke 
nobility and men of fashion exceedingly long, and 
the ends passed through the button-holes of the 
waistcoat. Shoe-buckles began to displace the 
rosettes ; some difficulty exists in assigning an exact 
date to their introduction: buckles for shoes are 
mentioned as early as the reign of Edward IV., but 
they were most likely used to fasten the strap that 
crossed the instep on one side of the shoe, and must 
have been exceeding small, as they do not appear in 
any illumination or effigy. The earliest date we 
have heard assigned to the shoe-buckle, properly so 
called, is 1680. They became general in the reign 
of Queen Anne. 

THE MILITARY COSTUME. 

The helmet is now seldom worn, and the full flow- 
ing wig contrasts itself most ridiculously with the 
steel cuirass. 

Carabineers^ so called from the fire-arm they car- 
ried, began to be embodied in James II.' s time, and 
were formed into regiments in the reign of William 
III. They wore breast and back plates, and iron 
skull-caps sewn in the crowns of their hats (vide 
engraving, page 800). They were armed with swords, 
and carried pistols in holsters; the carbine slung 
behind by a belt and swivel. 

James II. added to the British cavalry the 1st, or 
King's regiment of Dragoon Guards, 6th of June, 
1685; and the 2d, or Queen's Dragoon Guards, in 

^ Except that instead of being two small pieces worn for 
distiDctioD merely, they were boni tide collars, the ends of which 
huDg negligently out over the waistcoat. 
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the same year. ^ They were trained to act either on foot 
or on horseback, the men being armed with firelocks 
and bayonets in addition to their swords and pistols. 

To the infantry were added the fifth and seventh 
regiments (the latter called the Royal Fusiliers), both 
embodied in 1685, and the Welsh Fusiliers, or 
Iwenty-third regiment, in 1688. 

The bayonet was still a dagger, but the ring, added 




I 
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to the guard at first for defence, whs brought iota 
great use at this time on the Continent. In one of 
William III.'s campaigns in Flanders a French re- 
giment advanced against the British twenty-fiflh, 
with bayonets Used by a, ring over the muzzle, 
Lieutenant'Cotonel Maxwell ordered his men to 
screw their bayonets into the muzzles of their mus- 
lets to receive the French, who he eipected were 
coming to the charge, when the latter suddenly threw 
in a heavy lire, to the astonishment of the British, 
who could not understand how it nas possible to lire 
with fixed bayonets. They, however, recovered 
themselves, charged, and drove the enemy out of the 
line. This improvement su^ested the socket bay- 
onet, which was shortly afterwards invented and 
displaced entirely the pike- Two bayonets are en* 
graved here of the time of WiUiam III.; the im- 
proved one, with the ring at the side of the ^ard, 
has a blade two feet long. 

THE FEU ALE COSTUUB 

remained unaltered during the reign of James II. ; 
but some Dutch fashions appear to have followed 
the court of William and Mary. The bosom, which 
had been for some years past indelicately exposed, 
was again consigned to the guardianship of the 
jealous and formal stomacher. The elegant full 
sleeve of the gown was replaced by a tight one, with 
a cuff above the elbow, in imitation of the coats of 
the gentlemen, from beneath which fell a profusion 
of lace in the shape of rufHes or lappets ; and a long 
glove, in the portrait of Queen Mary by Visscher, 
(vide second engraving, p. 308,) completes the en- 
velopment of the arm in satin, lace, and leather. 
The hair, which had latterly been permitted to fall 
in natural ringlets upon the shoulders, and seldom 



BRITISH COSTUME. 




I 
I 



barthened with more oinamenls than a jewel or a 
flower, was now combed up from the forehead like a 
rising billow, and surmounted by piles of ribands 
and lace, disposed in re^lar and alternate tiers', or 
tlie ribands were formed into high stiffened bows, like 
the lately Ikshionable coiffure it la Girafie, and covered 
or not, as it might happen, by a lace scarf or veil, 
that Etreamed down each side of the pinnacle. Far- 
quhar, in hi*^ comedy of 'Love and a Bottle,' 'men- 
tions " the high top-knots ;" and Swifi, the " pin- 
ners edged with colberteen," as the [ace streamers 
were called. The fan in its modern, or what would 
now be termed "old fashioned" shape, is seen in the 
hands of the Duciiess of Porlsmoiith and Queen 
Mary, having superseded its picturesque predecessor 
during the reign of Charles II, 
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In the 

ECCLESIASTICAL COSTUME 

the only novelty is tthe- peruke. Archbishop Tillot- 
8on is the first prelate represented in a wig. It is 
however of moderate dimensions, and not much un- 
like a natural head of hair. In one of his sermons 
the pious primate alludes to this innovation : '* I can 
remember," says he, *' since the wearing the hair 
below the ears was looked upon as a sin of the first 
magnitude ; and when ministers generally^ whatever 
their text was» did either find or make occasion to 
reprove the great sin of long hair, and if they saw 
any one in the congregation guilty in that kind, they 
would point him out particularly, and kt fiy at him 
with great zeal." 
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COSTUME OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, FROM 

THE ACCESSION OF ANNE, AND TO THB 

paaSENT PUlllOD. 




e, Qforte T- and II-, tmm JtHny't 
a. ITDO-IB : h 1735 ^ c, 171B; d, IT59. 

We have at length arrived at the lest period the 
&shions of which can be a subject of interest or 
inquiry to our readers. With 

THE RBION OF QUEEN ANME (1702 14) 

ished every relic of our chivalric costume except 
the sword, which still completes the full dress of the 
court of St. James's. 
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Siquare-cut coats and long-flapped waistcoats with 
pockets in them, the latter meeting the stockings, 
still drawn up over the knee so high as to entirely 
conceal the breeches, but gartered below it ; large 
hanging cuffs and lace ruffles ; the skirts of the coats 
stiffened out with wire or buckram, from between 
which peeped the hilt of the sword, deprived of the 
broad and splendid belt in which it swung in the pre- 
ceding reigns ; blue or scarlet silk stockings with 
gold or silver clocks ; lace neckcloths ; square-toed 
short-quartered shoes, with high red heels and small 
buckles ; very long and formally-curled perukes, 
black riding-wigs, bag-wigs, and nightcap-wigs; 
small three-cornered hats laced with gold or silver 
galloon, and sometimes trimmed with feathers, com- 
posed the habit of the noblemen and gentlemen 
during the reigns of Queen Anne and 

GEORGE I. (1714 — 27.) 

Minuter fashions were of course continually arising 
and disappearing, adopted and named ader some 
leader of the ton, or in commemoration of some pub- 
lic event. The famous battle of Ramilies, for inr 
stance, introduced the Ramilie cock of the hat, and 
a long gradually-diminishing plaited tail to the wig, 
with a great bow at the top, and a smaller one at th^ 
bottom called a RamUie taU^ and the peruke itself a 
RamUiewig^ which was worn as late as the reign of 

George III. l^^^ff ^^^ ^^^ is ^i^ ^ ^^^® ^^^ ^^ 
introduced by the noted Lord Bolingbroke. (See 
Nash's Collect, for Worcestershire, i. 561.) The 
cooked hat had a variety of shapes in the reign of 
Queen Anne. In No. 526 of the Spectator, '* John 
Sly, a haberdasher of hats and tobacconist," is di« 
rected to take down the names of such country gen- 
tlemen as have left the hunting for the military cock o 
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the hat upon the approach of peace ; and in No. BS3 
is a letter written in the name ol'the said John Sly, 
in which he states that he is preparing hats for the 
several kinds of heads that make figures iu the realms 
of Great Britain, with cocks uigniticant of their 
powers and faculties. His hats for men of the facul- 
ties of law and physic do but just turn up to give a 
little life to their sagacity ; his military hats glare 
full in the face ; and he has prepared a familiar easy 
cock for all good companions between the above- 
mentioned e 



THE KEIGN OF OGOROB n. (1727 — 60) 

produced no alteration in the genera) character of 
the dress; but to the catalogue of wigs we find 
added the tye-wigand the bob-wig, the latter sume- 
times worn without powder. The Hainilie tail was 
followed by the pigtail, which appears in prims of 
this reiarn as early as 1745, and some young men 
wore their own hair dressed and profusely powdered. 
In the Rambler, No. 109, dated 1751, is a letter 
from a young gentleman, who says his mother 
" would rather follow him to the grave than see him 
sneak about with dirty shoes and blotted fingers, 
hair unpowdered, and a hat uncocked;" and, in 
1753, the Adventurer, No. 101, contains a descrip- 
tion of the gradual metamorphosis of a greenhorn 
into a blood. " I cut off my hair and procured a 
brown bob periwig of Wilding, of the same colour, 
with a single row of curls just round the bottom, 
which I wore very nicely combed and without pow- 
der. My hat, whic'i had been cocked with great ei- 
actness in an equilateral triangle, I discarded, and 
purchased one of a more f83hionafale size, the fore 
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corner of whk'h projected near two inches furtlier 
than those on each side, and was moulded into the 
ahape of a spout." The fashion, however, soon 
changed, for we find he aAerwards altered his hat 
by considerably elevating and shorteuing the fore 
J longer resembled a spout, 
but ihe corner of a minced pye.'' 

"" is latter fashion was succeeded by alar^rcocked 
mported from Germany, and distinguished by 
the name of the Kevenhuller ; and, at the com- 
mencement of the reign of 

. (1760) 

"■ hals are now worn upon an average six 
inches and three-fifths broad in the brim, and wwked 
between Quaker and Kevenhuller, Some have their 
hats open before like a church spout, or the scales 
they weigh flour in ; some wear them rather 
sharper, like the nose of a greyhound, and tve can 
distlDguish, by the look of the hat, the mode of the 
wearer's mind. There is the military cock, and the 
mercantile cock ; and while the beaux of St. James's 
wear their hats under their arms, the beauK of 
Moorfields Mali wear them diagonally over their left 
or right eye. Some wear their hats with the corners, 
which should come over their foreheads, in a direct 
line pointed into the air. Those are the Gawkies. 
Others do not above half cover their heads, which is 
indeed owing to the ahallonness of their crowns." 
The hat edged with a gold binding, the same in* 
formant tells us, was at that time the distinguishing 
badge of " the brothers of the turf.'* In 1770 the 
■ p hat was the rage. It mas exceedingly 
small, and the flaps fastened up to the shallow crown, 
which was seen above them, by hooks and eyes. 
The corner worn in front was of the old spout oi 
1* 
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■hovel-ahap«, and slilTeDed out by a wire. Oold- 
laced hals were airain general in 75; and in 78 
were adopted by many to give (hem a military or 
distinguished air, and Id escape the press-gangs that 
were remarkably busy in that year', 

Round hals began to be worn in the morning 
shortly after this dale, and the French revolution, 
in 1789, completed the dowufal of the three-cornered 
cocked hat on both sides of Ihe channel. It waa 
insulled in its decay by the nick-name of " an Egham, 
Staines, and Windsor." from the triangular direction- 
post to those places which it was said to resemble ; 
but a flat, folding, crescent-shaped beaver still called 
a cocked hat, but more correctly an opera-hat, dis- 
tinpruished the beaux at the theatre, from whence it 
derived its name, and at full-dress evening parties 
till within the last few years, and the chapeau-de- 
bras, a small triangular silk article, (he shadow of its 
gold-iaced prototype, slipped under the arm of the 
courtier. The old original three-cornered cocked hat, 
banished from the fashionable world, has found a 
temporary refuge on (he heads of the state coachmen 
of OUT royal and noble families, and enjoys a sort of 
life-interest in Ihe pegs of Greenwich and Chelsea 
Hospitals, dropping to the earth with its veteran 
wearer. The opera-hat has given way to the crush- 
hat, and (he chapeau-de-bras is but just tolerated 
within the privileged precincts of the court. 

The wig was likewise doomed to feel the influence 
of the French revolution. During the latter half of 
the eighteenth century it had gradually diminished 
in size, and the practice of frizzing, plastering, and 
powdering the hair till it was at least as ugly as a wig. 
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has even now some faithful followers. In 1772 a 
most macaw-like toupee and a portentons tail distin- 
guished a maccaroni (vide print, entitled Maccaroni's 
Courtship, published February 1, 1772) ; but the re- 
publican spirit of the Parisians revived the classical 
coiffure of Rome, and a "t^te k la Brutus" put to 
flight the '* ailes de pigeon*' of the ancient regime. 
The bag still clings to the collar of the courtier, 
though the wig, and even the powder, has been gra- 
dually dispensed with, and a solitary pigtail is now 
and then seen reclining on an elderly gentleman^s 
shoulder, as if only to remind us 

*^ That such things were 
And were most dear to us." 

The square-cut coat and long-flapped waistcoat Of 
the reign of Queen Anne and the first two Georges 
underwent an alteration about the middle of the reign 
of their successor. The skirts were unstifiened, the 
waists shortened, and the cut of the present court 
suit introduced. Cloth became the general material 
for the coat, and velvet, silk, satin, and embroideiy 
were reserved for court dresses, or waistcoats aiid 
breeches only. The latter were, from the close of 
George II.'s reign, worn over the stocking. as at pre- 
sent, and fastened first by buckles and afterwards by 
strings. The shoes were worn with longer quarters 
and larger buckles*. The lace cravat was aban- 
doned about 1735, and a black riband worn round the 
neck tied in a large bow in fronts To this succeeded 

' In 1777 the buttons of the coat and the buckles on the 
shoes were worn of an enormous size, and occasiondd the pitK 
duction of a caricature called * Buckles and Buttonf, or Vm 
the thing, deme 1* A beau with tteel buttons dazzling a lady, 
IS the subject of another caricature of the same year. 

* Thiif mus* not be confoanded with the solitaire, which was a 
black riband worn loosely round the neck almost like an order of 
knighthoqfl. Vide portraits of Buffon, published by *he $ociet^« 
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white cambric stocks, hackled behind ; and to i 
(about 1739) the modern musiin crayat, iu which it 
nas, at one time, the fashion to bury the chiu. 
About the same period the shirt-collar appeareil and 
the TuSle vanished. The coat was made with lapels 
and a tail, being cut square in front above the hips 
as well as the waistcoat, which, deprived of lis Saps, 
was soon made as ridiculously short as it had pre- 
viously been unnecessarily long'. Pantaloons and 
Hessian boots were introduced about the same pe- 
riod': but from this time the fashions aie iu the 
recollection of most of our readers. Short hoots and 
loose trousers, the result of ihe visit of the Cossaclis 
to London, have, together with frock-coats, rendered 
our costume more convenient and less formal, and 
could we exchange Ihe heavy and tasteless beaver 
hat for some light and more elegant liead-covering, 
the dress of the present day, if not so picturesque as 
that of Charles I.'s time, would at least have com- 
fort and durability to recommend it; and an Eng- 
lishman, instead of being caricatured, as of yore, 
with a pair of shears in his hand as uncertain what 
foshion to adopt, might remain contented, and de- 
scribed as 

:d ibe chia, 



Three orders of knighthood were added to that of 
the Garter during this century;— 

Igt. The order of St. Andrew, or the Thistle, in- 
stituted by Queen Anne, who signed the statutes on 
the 31st of December, 1703. The knights wear a 
green riband over their left shoulders, appendant to 
which is the image of St. Andrew, with his cross 
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before him, in a circle of ^old enamelled green, mtb, 
the motto of the order, **Nemo me impune lacessit;" 
a collar composed of thistles and sprigs of rue linked 
together, enamelled green, with the figure of St. 
Andrew irradiated, appendant to it, encircled by the 
motto; and on the left breast a star, composed of St 
Andrew's cross, with four silver rays issuing between 
the points of the cross, upon a field Vert, a thistle of 
gold and green encircled by the motto. 

9d. The order of the Bath, instituted by George I. 
]1725. Its insignia being a star of eight points 
Argent; in the centre, three imperial crowns Or, en- 
circled by the motto ^*Tria juncta in uno;" a broad 
riband of a scarlet colour worn over the nc'A^ shoulder 
with the badge appended to it, viz. — ^Azure, thr66 
crowns Or, surrounded by the motto. 

8d. The order of St. Patrick, instituted by 
George III., February 5, 1783''. 

In attempting to describe the 

COSTUME OF THE LADIES OF THE EIGHTEENTH 

CENTURY, 

we fiing ourselves upon the generosity of those of 
the nineteenth, as a mere catalogue of the various 
articles introduced by fashion in our later days would, 
to make it complete, occupy more space than our 
limits can afford; and the very contemplation of 
them in the innumerable prints of the time has 
nearly bewildered us. An intelligent writer on this 
subject has remarked, that Fashion, from the time of 
George I., *^ has been such a varying goddess, that 
neither history, tradition, nor painting has been able 
to preserve all her mimic forms ; like Proteus strug^ 
gling in the arms of Telemachus, on the Phanaic 

^ The Guelphic or Hanoverian order was added by his late 
Most Gracious Majesty, George IV. 
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I shape with the ifr 
n tells us that there 
re aB a lady's head- 
own memory above 



toABts, she passed from shape 1 
pidiiy of thought.'' And Adclis< 
is not SD variable a thing in nali 
dreSE, which rose and fell in his 
thirty degrees. 

It is probable, however, that the inconstancy of 
fashion is not very much greater now than il was 
shortly after the Norman invasion, and Id almost 
every succeeding century have we quoted the lamen- 
tations of some poet or historian over the caprices 
and extravagance of his cotemporaries, male ttnd 
female, lay and ecclesiastic. It is the multiplication 
of authorities that increases our difficulty with our 
information, but, on the other hand, (and we call the 
atleDtioD of our readers most particularly to this fact,} 
the costume of a nation la not disturbed by the ititro- 
doction or abandonment of minute alterations and 
ephemeral fashions. Although we may scarcely tind 
two figures dressed or armed precisely alike in a 
dozen coeva! monuments or paintings, ihe general 
character of the time is stamped upon all, and lo 
that we have, at first from necessity, and now upon 
principle, confined ourselves. 



THE REIGN OF QUEEN ANNE, 1702—1714, 

was brief as il was " happy and glorious." The 
drees of the ladies during the grealer part of her 
short and gentle sway resembled, in its general fea- 
tures, that of Ihe time of James II. and WilUam III. 
The tower or commode was still worn, and the 
gowns and petticoats flounced and furbelowed so 
thai every part of the garment was " in curl,'' and 
a lady of fashion " looked like one of those animals,'' 
says the Spectator, " which in the country we call a 
Friezlandhen." But, in 1711, we find Mr. Addison 
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remartina;, that " llie wbole sex is now dwBrfed aod 
shrunk iiito a race of beaiiUvs that seema almost 
another species. I remember several ladies who 
were once very near seven foot high, thai at present 
want sume inches of five. How they came to t>e thus 
curtailed I cannot learn ; whether the whole sen be 
at present under any penance which we know nothing 
of, or whether they have cost their head-dresses in 
order lo surprise us wiih something in ihat kind 
which shall be entirely new, though I find raost 
are of opinion they are at present like trees lopped 
and pruned that will certainly sprout up and flourish 
with greater heads than before." He confesses liim- 
self, however, highly pleased with the coiffure then 
in lashion, which,asmay beseen by the later portraits 
of Queen Anne, was of a natural, and consequently 
elegant description ; thebaircluf^teringin curls down 
the back of the neck, and though hair-powder was 
worn by some, her uiajesty's chesnut ringlets are un- 
sullied by that abominable composition. 

The praise the essayist lavishes upon the ladies' 
heads he is shortly, however, obliged to qualify by 
his reprobation of a new feshion that sprung up a 
few inonlbs later. This was the introduction of the 
true heiress and successor of the fardingale — the 
enormous, inconvenient, and ridiculous hoop. In 
Sir Roger De Coverley's picture gallery, hig great- 
great-grandmother is said to have on " the new- 
fashiontd petticoat, except that the mod^n is ga- 
thered at the Kaist." The old lady was evidently in 
the wheel fardlngale, which projeclwl all round, for the 
knight adds — " My grandmother appears as if she 
stood in a large drum, whereas the ladies now walk as 
if they were in a go-cart;" the whalebone petticoat, on 
its first introduction, presenting a triangular rather 
than a hooped appearance. In the month of July 
in that year, we find it was swollen out to an enor- 
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moua sizci so that what the ladies had losi in hei{fltt 
they made up in breadth; ant! a correspondent, 
speaking- of the unfashionable country ladies at sixty 
miles distance from London, says they can absolutely 
walk in their hooped petticoats without inconve- 

Hoods of vsrioiis colours were worn by ladies at 
the opera in 1711-12, and cherry colour was the 
prevailing fashion of the latter year. Scarlet stock' 
ings were worn by fashionable belles, and the 
practice of taking snulT is merjtioned in No. 344 of 
the Spectator as one that fine ladies had lately fallen 
into. The practice of wearing black patches on va- 
rious parts of the face is amusingly ridiculed in seve- 
ral papers, and its application to party politics satirized 
in the 81st number. 

The alfectatioQ of a male costume by ladies for 
riding-suits is repeatedly noticed and censured by the 
Spectator. In No. 104 is a description of a ludy in 
a coat and waistcoat of blue camlet, trimmed and em- 
broidered with silver, with a petticoat of the same 
stuS*, by which alone her sex was recognized, as she 
wore a smartly-cocked beaver hat edged with silver, 
and rendered more sprightly by a feather; and ber 
hair, curled and powdered, hung to a considerable 
length down her shoulders, tied like that of a rakish 
young gentleman's, with a long streaming scarlet 
riband. Thej also assumed the male periwig on 
those occasions, in addition to the coat, hai, and 
feather. An exceedingly little muff was in fashion ia 
1710-11, and a black sdlt mantua is mentioned in the 
pleasant atory of Brunetla and Phillls. No. 80. 
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boast of Hogarth for their illustrator, and intro- 
duce small frilled or puffed caps, loose gowns called 
sacques, and cloaks with hoods, tenned cardinals. 
The hoop maintained its post, though it frequently 
changed its fashion. In 173^ we perceive it pro; 
jecting all round like the wheel fardingale; the 
petticoat short and the gown without a train. In ' 
1745 the hoop has increased at the sides and di- 
minished in front, and -a pamphlet was published la 
that year, entitled * The enormous abomination of the 
Houp-petlicoat, as ihe fashion tion is.' Ten years 
later it is scarcely discernible in some ti^ures, and in 
1757 it re-appears expanding right aud lef\ into tha 
shape which the court-dress of George 1 II. 's reign Ua« 
rendered ftmiliar lo us. In \13^ we ftn4 &\e^«»ft» 
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still low and covered by gmall frilled caps, sod flat 
gipsy-iooking strqw hats of moderate dimenBionB. lu 
1745-6 the caps are still smaller, but thH hats larger; 
and a little bonnet, tied under the chin, appears almost 
of the last modem fushion. Aprons had become 
part of the dress of a fashionable belle during the 
early part of this century, and in 1744 they reached 
lo the ground. They were next shortened, and 
lengtheoed again before 1752, as a lady is made to 
exclaim in the Gray's Inn Journal, No. 7, that "short 
aprons are coming into fashion again," In the same 
year we lind a successor to the hood in the capuchin, 
or a new name for ihe old he ad- cove ring. *' Mr. 
Needlework ! bid John come round with the coach 
to the door, and bring ine my fan, gloves, and capu- 
chin in an instant." And in the 8lh number of tbe 
same work is an advertisement of the sale by auc- 
tion of "the whole stock of a coquette leaving off 
trade, consisting of several valuable curiosities," &c., 
amongst which are meclioned " a transparent capu- 
chin," "an elegant snntt-box with a looking-glass 
within it, being a very good pocket companion for a 
beauty," divections for painting and the use of cos- 
metics, and " the secret of putting on patches in an 
artful manner, showing the effect of their different 
arrangement, with instructions how (o place them 
about the eye in such a manner as to give Oisdaia, 
an amorous languish, or a cunuing glance ; trans- 
lated from the French." 

With regard to ornaments, the watch and etui 
adorned Ihe naist ; the jewelled necklace spurkled 
on the bosom, and bracelets were worn over tiie 
long gloves. Shortly after the accession of 




posed of several rows of gold chains, 
jewels, the fitsl doee inund the throat, and 
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the others iklling^ in festoons one under the other so 
as to cover the whole neck, was highly fashionable, 
and called ** an esclavage," from the collar and chains • 
with which the wearer seemed laden. In 1772, the 
print, called a Maccaroni Courtship, exhibits the same 
ridiculous toup^ and curls by which the gentleman's 
head-dress of the same day was made hideous. (Vide 
engraving, fig. a.) A pretty cap, called the wing or fly- 
cap, and resembling one still worn in Holland, con« 
cealed in some instances the deformity of the hair, 
revealing only the club in which it was worn behind 
(fig. b); the cap was again surmounted by a bonnet 
laden with bows and bunches of ribands, and the gown 
was tucked up behind as country girls frequently weajr 
it at this day. The maccaroni head-dress was followed 
by those mountains of curls, powder, flowers, and fea- 
thers, which rose " alp above alp" upon the forebeada 
of our stately grand-mammas, fufilling the prophetic 
fears of Addison, and which,. notwithstanding every 
body wore them, were as much laughed at and carica- 
tured then as they would be at present. Several 
prints, published in the years 1776-7, represent these 
head-dresses composed like the figures in some of our 
recent pantomimes constructed by the clown from th^ 
contents of the nearest green-grocer or butter- man. 
In one caUed ' the Green Stall' the long side curls 
are imitated by carrots similarly disposed, and in 
another the slanting summit of the mountain is laid 
out as a parterre, and a gardener is seen at work in it ! 
* The maiden Aunt,' published July 4, 1776,.exhibits 
a paroquet perched upon the powdered precipice, and 
completing with its wings and tail the ludicrous efiect 
of the picture (fig. c). In 1778 and 1783 we still 
meet with varieties of this fashion, which certainly is 
not exceeded in absurdity and ugliness by the homed 
and heart-shaped head-dresses of the fifteenth cen- 
tury. In 1783 a change appears to have takea 
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place, and a flat-crowned broad-brimmed stranr.qr 
silk hat. aiirrounded with ribands, is worn upon tbe 
hair, which lowered atop, bu1g;es out at the sides 
like a bishop's wig profuselv powdered, while two 
or three immense curls Tat) from beneath it upon the 
shoulders (tig. i). In 1786-9 an improvement ap- 
pears, which H modern writer attributes, in a great 
measure, to the taste ofSir Joshua Reynolds, An u;e lies 
KaufTmau, Uopner, and the other painters of that day. 
The hair was worn full and flowing, we may almost 
say dishevelled i but powder maimained its ground till 
1793, when it was discarded by her Majesty Queen 
Charlotte and the Princesses, and at length disap- 
peared, we trust for ever, from the toilets of a British 
beauty. Ladies wore white stockings even in mourn- 
ing as late as the year 78. Mrs. Damer, the eccentric 
and celebrated sculptor, is said to have been the first 
female who wore black silk stockings in England ; 
which circumstance, combined with other peculiar 
habits, obtained for her the epithet of " Epicinean" 
in the newspaper epigrams of the day. Though the 
large hoop was, towards the close of the eighteenth 
ceo tury, only worn at court or in full dress, the pocket 
hoop is ridiculed in 1 780 by a print in which a girl so 
attired is placed beside a donkey laden with a pair of 
panniers (fig. A). For the aboliiion of the court hoop 
we are indebted to tlie taste of George IV. The 
other cKcreacence lingered in fashion more or less till 
the French revolution in H9, which affected the fe- 
male as powerfully as the male costume of Europe. 
Fishion, ever in estremes, rushed from high-peaked 
stays and figured satins, yard-loug waists and hooped 
petticoat':, into the lightest and slightest products of 
the loom, which clung round (he form, whether 
graceful or ungainly, and were girdled absolutely 
under the armpits. Let those who have laughed 
at the habits of our ancestors— let the Lady PatroncM 
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of Almack's, who would Ntart hack wiih 
liurror at the idea of figuring in the \ 
gorget or the thirteeoth, or the coat-hardi 
strous head-dresses of the fourteenth, fil^eeiitli, or 
even eighteenth century, peep into a lady's pocket- 
bouk or fashionable magazine, of nhich the cover ii 
scarcely old — let her recall by such a glance the cor- 
tuioe in which she paraded Bund-street and the 
Park &i lately as 1815 or 20, (remembering at the 
same time that the fashions of the leign of Rufus or 
Henry V. have been rudely copied by monkish illu- 
minators ignorant of the tirst principle of design, 
and their natural deforniiCies made still more hideous 
by a lutal absence of taste and skill in the delineator, 
while those of the reigns of George III. and IV. 
ha»e been displayed by creditable and even lirst-rate 
artists*, to the best advantage,) and then favour us 
with her honest opinion of tiie difference between the 
periods in ugliness and absurdity. 



dates from the commencement of the eighteenth cen 
tury. Scarlet and blue had long been the two prin- 
cipal colours of the cloth ordered for the array of the 
king's troops, in accordance with the blazon of the 
royal standard ; the guide from the commencement of 
heraldry for the liveries of retainers and domesticB 
having been the armorial bearings of their lord or 
leader. But the men-at-arms were, during the early 
periods of our history, covered with mail ur plate, 
und of the lighter armed troops the smallest number 

* Many of Ihe numben of thti Pirisitn work on ruhioni, rrom 
... ■* Hr>. Bell'i were liken, bear llie ioiliiils of the idminbl* 
h Kacua Vemtl now preiideol uf Ihc French Royal Aoidemy of 
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perchance was brought into the field by the sove- 
reign himself, the host comprising the contingents 
of the barons, and the followers of every knight 
in it wearing the colours of the particular banners 
they served and fought under. A white cross was 
the general badge of the English troops in the time 
of the crusades, and was worn as late as the reign 
of Edward IV. In Henry VIII/s time we find 
soldiers in white coats with a red cross, but these 
were most probably furnished by the city of London. 
And Stow speaks of the marching watch wherein 
the archers wore coats of white fustian, signed on 
the breast and back with the arms of the city (the 
red cross aforesaid). In the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries scarfs of the roya. colours, or family 
colours, were worn by officers either over the shoulder 
or round the waist, and sometimes round the arm. 
As armour became abandoned, the necessity for uni- 
form became more apparent, and scarlet with blue 
facings was definitively established as that of the 
British army during the reign of Queen Anne, at 
which time also the pike ceased to be carried, and 
the musket and socket bayonet became the general 
weapons of the infantry. The cartouch-box supplied 
the place of the bandelier; every species of body 
armour was discarded, the gorget dwindling into the 
ornamental trifle now known by that name. The 
red and white feather was worn in the reign of Queen 
Anne; the black cockade appeared about the time 
of George II.; but we have not been able to trace 
its origin, or fix the exact period of its introduction : 
it was perhaps assumed in opposition to the white 
cockade, the well-known badge of the Jacobite 
party. Italy furnished Europe with its harness of 
plate, and Germany seems to have contracted for the 
supply of its uniform The Prussian sugar-loaf cap 
was adopted with the Prussian tactics ; and tVu& >\tiV 



form of the grenadiers of 1745 has b««n handctl 
down (o posterity by Hogarth, in his ' March to 

Finchley.' At that time the officer's saah, which had 
succeeded to the scarf, was still worn like its pro- 
totype over the shoulder, and as in the Dutch army 
to this day. 
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fected, but when « 
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icie for 17fi-2, vol. xi., a 
person will think us disaf- 
any of the new-raised in- 
' of their hatt bUiff imfore, 
white worsted shaking as they step, 
we cannot help Ihinkiug of French figure dancers." 

In the reign of George III. the sugar-loaf cap ol 
the grenadiers was excliaiiged for the present mowi- 
tain or muff ot bear-skin, and the abolition of flowered 
and pomatumed heudH, three-cornered cocked lials 
and pigtails took place during the last war ; the 
hat being first superseded by a cap with a shade and 
high brasa plate in front (1800). and finally by the 
present shako (1816). 

The coat and waistcoat followed the fashion of the 
lime. The lai^e skirts of the former were first 
doubled back to a button in the centre, a fashion 
preserved in the jacket that succeeded it (1813) and 
the coatee (1820) of the present day, when the ne- 
cessity no longer esists. The white breeches and 
black gaiiers were, during the last reign (1823). 
exchanged for trousers, and the long white gailerg 
with black buttons ami garters, worn as I'tute dress 
by Ihe foot guanU, were at the same time exchanged 
for white trousers and jailers. 

The three-cornered gold-lace cocked hat was re- 
tained by the life guards as late as their first cam- 
paign in the Peninsula, and their cropping and dtick- 
^ have been commemorated by the waggish authors 
of the Rejected Addresses in their imilation of the 
ultra-loyal Fitzgerald : — 




6K0RGE lU. 339 

<* Though humbled Gallia scoff, 
Qod bless their piguils though they're now cut off.*' 

The said pigtails having been shorteued to seven 
inches in 1804, and taken otf entirely in 1808. The 
cocked hat was succeeded by a helmet with a horse- 
tail flowing down the back (1812), after the fashion 
of the French dragoons and cuirassiers, and as if to 
make ** assurance double sure," our gallant fellows 
were armed with the breast-plate immediately at'ter 
the batde of Waterloo, in which they had proved 
themselves more than a match for cavalry so de- 
fended. The bear-skin crest was substituted for the 
horse-tail (1817), and the grenadier fur cap was tried 
upon the heads of the life guards during the last reign, 
but speedily abandoned, being found too cumbrous 
and oppressive, and the helmet with its bear-skin 
crest returned to*. The Blues exchanged their buff 
belts for their present white appointments in 1821. 
The principal change in the light cavalry was the 
revival of the lance and the equipment of the regi- 
ments so armed in the Polish uniform, and the last 
important alteration is that just made by his present 
Majesty, who has been pleased to command that 
scarlet shall be the uniform of every regiment in the 
service, with the exceptions of the rifle brigade and 
the life guards blue. 

THE NAVY OF ENGLAND 

was distinguished by no particular costume from that 
of the army till the time of George II. Naval com- 
manders wore scarlet in the reign of Elizabeth by 
her majesty's order, and that order was confirmed 
by James I. as we have stated in the proper place. 
During the subsequent reigns that regulation wa/i 

* While this work is passing through ths press, the grenadiei 
fur caps have been again ordered for the life guards. 
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□eg'lecled, and naval officers irp[>ear to have i 
habiUd according to their own fancy, and armed like 
the mililary, while their ships' companies were soue- 
times clothed like the land forces in the colours of 
their captain. Our lors are too gallant to feel an- 
noyed by the information that their long-cherished 
uniform was lirsl.wocn by a lady. In 1748 George II, 
accidentally met the Duchess of Bedford on horse- 
back in a riding-habit of blue faced with while, 
and was so pleased with the elTect of it that, a ques- 
tion having been just raised us to ihe propriety of 
deciding upon some general dress for the royal navy, 
he immedialely commanded the adoption of thoau 
colours"; a regulation which appears never to have 
been gazetted, nor does it exist in the records of the 
Admiralty oflke, although a subsequent one, in 1757, 
refers to it. Epaulettes are a recent addition to the 
uniform, and were at first considered a species of 
dandyism. The herwc Nelson, who was in after- 
life so proud of his well-won stars and orders that 
be made himself a mark for tlie latal bulletin bis last 
KCtion by an unnecessary display of them, declared 
in a letter, (he extract of which was lately reud at the 
Society of Antiquaries", that he should certainly "cut 
the acquaintance" of two officers (one of them the 
late gallant Sir Alexander Ball), in consequence of 
their mounting epaulettes in imitation of military 
foppery. The three -coriwred cocted hat was worn 
by the common sailors as late as the reign of George 
III. In the London Chronicle, J762, we are told 
that sailors wear the sides of their bats uniformly 
'* This Iradili unary, but certunlT lulbentic inrormaliun wo 
tommuninled by Vtt. Locker, ane of Ihe cDinoiisilonen af Green- 
wich Hotpilal, Id Mr. EllU, and fanned pul of m inlsmting 
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tacked down to the crown, and look as if they car- 
ried a triangular apple-pasty upon their heads. An 
enormous pigtail is still worn by some of our 
** jolly jack tars/' and has occasionally, we have been 
told, offered an effectual resistance to the edge of an 
enemy's cutlass. 

His present Majesty, King William IV., himself a 
suilur, has changed the facings to scarlet, which, 
together with the gold-laced blue trousers introduced 
by King George IV. have given, in our humble 
opinion, much ttiO military a character to the uniform. 
The costume consecrated by the victories of St. Vin- 
cent, Aboukir, and Trafalgar; the glorious badge of 
the hundred triumphs which have established our 
supiemacy on the ocean, that was never seen upon 
a sauntering midshipman in the streets of London 
without awaking a glow of pride and gratitude in 
the hearts of those *' who live at home at ease," has 
been confounded with the old artillery uniform, — a 
livery equally honourable we admit, and as highly 
distinguished, but certainly not so truly national as 
that of the service which England may be said to 
have created — which has grown with her growth 
and strengthened with her strength, and the decay of 
which will be the first melancholy signal of her own 
<le8tru€tion. 

** Britannia needs no bulwarks, 
No towers along the steep : 
Her inarch is on the mountain wavt^ 
Her home is oo the deep I'* 
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CHUrmx SXin. 
NATIONAL COSTUUK OF SCOTLASD. 




No rational doubt can exiat oi'tlie great aiiliquitj at 
the national costume of Scotland ; that the chequered 
ataff which still fiirms it ia the tariously-coloured 
garment of the Gauls deacribeil by Dtodorus, at one 
time tlie common habit of every Celtic tribe, but now 
abandoned by all their descendant;* eicepi the hardy 
ODaophisticated Gaelic mountaineer, is admitted, we 
believe, by every antiquary who has made public his 
opinion on the subject. But to the aame extent that 
oar credence is fciven to the fact is our wonder 
awakened that the existence ' -'-culiar a habit 
ahonld have been passed t 'ery chroni- 

cler and (TMeller, whethe< for u|i- 
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wards of a thousand years ! Yet such is the case, as 
far as we have been able to discover. The Scots are 
first mentioned by Porphyry towards the end of the 
third century ; they are noticed again by Ammianus- 
Marcellinus in 360, and by Claudian in 390. Under 
the name of Caledonians, however, we have an ac- 
count of them by Tacitus as early as the close of the 
first century ; but he merely describes them in general 
terms as in a state of great barbarity. 

Herodian, Xiphilin, and Isidore speak of them 
as naked savages, with stained or punctured bodies, 
wearing iron rings round their middles. Gildas de- 
scribes the Scots and Picts of his time as having 
only a piece of cloth tied round the loins; and the 
whole host of Saion, Norman, English, French, aye, 
and Scotch chroniclers, down to the fifteenth century, 
are silent respecting a costume which must have ex- 
cited the curiosity of foreigners by its singularity, and 
constituted the pride of the natives from its antiquity. 

Fordun, the historian of Scotland, who wrote in 
1350, contents himself with describing the High- 
landers as " of goodly person, but niis-shapen attire;'* 
and Froissart, the minute and pictorial Froiss&rt, in 
his account of Edward Iil.*s expedition in 1325, 
merely tells us, that ten thousand pairs of old worn- 
out shoes, made of undressed leather, with the hair 
on, were left behind by the Scotch on that midnight 
retreat which baffled the English, and terminated 
the inglorious campaign. 

The seals and monuments of the early kings and 
nobles of Scotland represent them armed and attired 
in the same fashion as their Anglo-Norman cotem- 
poraries. Illuminated MSS. afford us no assistance ; 
and Lesly, BuchaUnan, and Beague, all writers of 
the sixteenth century, bear the first unequivocal testi- 
mony to the existence and prevalence of a party- 
coloured garm?nt in Scotland. To thesKi \.V\x«!^ ^w^^ 
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No rational dotibi can exist of tlie great antiquity of 
the national costutnt: of Scuilund ; tlial the chequered 
stuff whioh still firma it is tlie variously-coloured 
garment of the Gauls described hy Diodorus, at one 
time tlie common habit of every Celtic tribe, but Bow 
abandoned by all their descendants except the hardy 
unsophisticated Gaelic mountaineer, iR admitted, we 
believe, by every antiquarv wlio has made public his 
opinion un the subject. But to the same extent th&l 
our credence is given to the fact is our wonder 
:d that the existence of so peculiar a habit 
should have been passed unnoticed by every chroni- 
cler and traveller, whether native or foreign, for u|i- 
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King of Scotland; D^vid Leslie, fitst Lord of 
Newark; James Hamilton, Earl of Arran; James 
Graham, Marquis of Montrose ; Archibald Campbell« 
Marquis of Argyll ; William Kerr, Earl of Lothian; 
John Leslie, Duke of Rolhes, &c. &c. exhibit no 
trace of a national costume, and the painting of the 
Surrender of Mary, Queen of Scots, atCarberry Hill, 
engraved by Vertu, and representing the royal and 
confederated Scotch forces in battle array, appears 
equally destitute of any distinction of dress, though 
the banners of the respective leaders are scrupulously 
emblazoned, and the artist, one should suppose, 
could not have been ignorant of the existence of 
a national habit at that time in Scotland '. 

There appears to us but one way of accounting 
for so strange a discrepancy. The striped and che- 
quered **garb of old Gaul'' must have fallen into 
disuse throughout the southern and most civilized 
portions of Scotland at a very early period, and its 
manufacture and wear have been confined to the 
Western Isles and the remotest retreats of the ancient 
Celtic population, from whence it may have been 
gradually re-adopted by the Highland clans during 
the seventeenth century, and its popularity increased 
by its assumption by Charles Edward, *^ the young 
chevalier,'* and the subsequent prohibitory statutes 
which the rebellion gave rise to. 

But it is time for us to retrace our steps and 
-examine more narrowly into the texture, form, and 
manner of wearing this ancient and singular habit, 

^ One of the earliest representations of a Highlaader is to be 
found in Speed's maps of Scotland, published at the commence^ 
meat of the seventeenth century. The figure has merely a che* 
quered mantle Itung over its shoulders, being, with that exception, 
perfectly naked. The Highland woman is wrapped in a similar 
sloth,- which ir drawn over her head as- well. No great dependenct 
tun be placed upon their fidelity. ' 
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which is ideiiiifled thrciugli 
the name Scollaad. 

With allDiiruversiou frutn speculation and jealousy 
of tradition we 6iid ourselves in ihia instance without 
«ther guides, und must consequently either lay down 
our pen at once ur follow them with it to itie verg'e 
of probability. We have already stated ibat llie 
earliest known aulhorilies who alludL- to the tbe- 
querert dress are of the sixteenth century. Heron, 
however, in his History of Scotland, says, that in 
Argyle and the Hebride, before the middle of the 
fideenth century, tarlan was manufactured of one or 
two colours for the poor, more varied for the rich. 

Now the word tartan is derived by Mr. XiOgan 
from the Gaelic tarilin or larmin, "across;" but the 
French had the word tirelaine for a woollen cloth 8.1 
early as the thirteenth century (vide p. 118), which 
generally appears to have been dyed of a whole colour, 
and orig-inally scarlet ; while the true Gaelic term 
for the Iliu;hland plaid or mantle is bfacan-JeUe, 
liierally the " chequered, striped, or spotted cover- 
ing," and, as we have already mentioned in the first 
chapter of this work, the party-coloured cloth woven 
by the Oauls and Britons was by them called breach 
and brycan, from breac, speckled or spotted. The 
vord tartan therefore, whatever may be its origin, is, 
we are inclined to believe, the name of the material 
itself, and not of the pattern it may be worked in '. 
In a wardrobe account of the time of James III. of 
Scotland, A. D. 1471, quoted by Mr. Loiian. occurs 
an entry of "an eine and ane halve of blue tariaiw to 

* Tb'io, lariin, ana Mriu is used for across, alhwul, orar, 
through, put, anil would applj (a the croMing oF Ihreadi in i\» 
wEHiog of in; sort o\ ctalh, and, wi[h (he eiceplion of fornun, 
vhlch gign'iBea a cross-beam, the root Ian or tarl, in all its com. 

SnaliODi, eipretgea Ih'mga which cron to miDuleiy m Is deceive 
ewoM, aitheipoketof a wheel inmolion, light shining Ihraugh 
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lyne his gowne of cloth of gold,*' and of " halve an 
elne of doble tartane to lyne collars to her lady the 
quene;'* and in 1485 our own Henry VII. displayed 
in Bosworth Field a banner of "yellow tarterne," 
on which was painted a dun cow. That it was a 
stuff much used for banners as well as dresses in the 
fifteenth century appears evident from the order of 
Richard III. (in the document quoted page 215 of 
this work) for the furnishing of *'350 pensills (small 
streamers) of tarteryn," as well as the same number 
•• of buckram," gonfanons " of fustian," standards 
and trumpet banners of sarcenet, &c.,and it seems to 
have been superseded in modern days by the " bunt- 
ing,'* of which our ship-colours and other flags are 
now made^ 

Mr. Logan informs us that woollen cloths " were 
first woven of one colour, or an intermixture of the 
natural black and white, so often seen in Scotland to 
the present day.*' And we may add, that it will he 
recognized by our readers as the stuff lately rendered 
fashionable for trousers, under the name of " shep- 
herd's plaid." The introduction of several colours 
we have seen, however, dates from the earliest period 
of its manufacture, and it is asserted, both in Ireland 
and in Scotland, that the rank of the wearer was indi- 
cated by the number of colours in his dress, which 
were limited by law to seven for a king or chief, and 
four for the inferior nobility^; while, as we have 
already quoted from Heron, it was "' made of one or 

* As these tartans are charged at the rate of nearly sixteen 
shillings per yard, they must have been of a superior texture to 
the common breachan worn by the Western Islanders and the 
peasantry of Argyleshire; the latter was the coarse homespun 
woollen cloth, and it is most probable that the former was that 
mixture of linen and woollen called linsey woolsey by the English 
and liretaine by the French to this day. 

* In the law of colours, the Ilbreachta of Tigheirnmas^ m«Q^« 
tioned in page 354 of this work. 
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two colours" (that is to say plain, or merely chequered 
with another colour) " for Ihe poor.'' Of ihe aupe- 
I'ior breachans, Mr. Lo^ii informs us, that t;reeu and 
black, with a red Etripe, seems to have preiiominated ; 
and in an Italian MS. of the close of Ihe fourleentb 
century, in the library of his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Sui'sex, containing; a multitude of illumina- 
tions illustrative of scripture history, the curiains 
of the tabernai;!e am repeatedly ilepicted of those 
identical colours disposed in the exa« pattern of the 
modem tarlan. 

This variegated stuff was aUo called by ihe High* 
landers calh-dalh, commonly translated, as Mr. 
Logan informs us, " war colour,'' but ingeniously 
rendered by a friend ol thai gentleman, " the strife of 
colours,'' an etymology which has certainly the high 
merit of being us probable as it is poetical and charac- 
terislic. The epithet is exactly such as a Highland 
senacbie would have applied to the splendid breachan 
of his chiefiain. 

The breachan or plaid, we are told by the same 
writer, was originally a large mantle of one |iiece, 
bolted round the body, and thence called " the belted 
plaid;" and he seems to consider that it was also 
called ihe triugkm or tnth, Ihe word being derived 
from the root Irus, gather, tTum or tuck np ; that it 
funned of itself the entire ancient dress, and that the 
lutter appellation wait transferred to the pantaloons 
and stockings joined, which were adopted on the pro- 
hibition of the ancient dress. But not only have we 
positive evidence of the iruis forming a remarkable 
portion of the original Gaulish, British, and Irish 
dress, but Mr. Logan bimself almost immediately 
afterwards proceeds to describe them as either knit 
like stockings, or, according to the anwnt maTtner, 
formed of tartan cloth, nicely fitted tn the sliape, and 
fringed down the leg ; adding that "' there is pre 
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served a Gaelic saying respecting this garment,*' by 
which the quantity of stuff required for its making 
may be ascertained. We must surely, therefore, be 
imder some error in understanding him to deny the 
antiquity of the truis. 

In support of his assertion, however, tie quotes the 
historians Major and Lindsay, who describe the 
Highlanders as bare-legged from the knee, and in- 
stances the many curious expedients resorted to in the 
rebellion to evade wearing breeches according to the 
royal order, with the declaration of an old Highland 
farmer, that *• he would never lippen to a bodach that 
wore the breeks." But their disuse by the lower 
classes, in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
is no proof of their non-existence at a much earlier 
period ; and if the truis were so much the object of 
their aversion and contempt, and not acknowledged a 
portion of their ancient national costume, how comes 
it that the young Pretender, who, during his romantic 
expedition into England, marched on foot from Car- 
lisle to Derby in the Highland garb at the head of his 
forces, and had assumed that gurb undoubtedly for 
the sake of flattering the prejudices of his Gaelic fol- 
lowers, should have worn the obnoxious articles, as 
he certainly did ? Vide engraving given herewith, 
from a portrait of him in that identical costume. 

Nay, more! If the truis are not parts of the 
ancient Highland dress, why are they named amongst 
the prohibited articles of apparel in the Act of 1747, 
quoted by Mr. Logan himself, and ordaining that 
** neither man nor boy, except such as should be em- 
ployed as officers and soldiers, should, on any pre- 
tence, wear or put On the clothes commonly called 
Highland clothes, viz. the plaid, phiilibeg or little 
kilt, trouze, shoulder-belts, or any part whatsoever of 
what peculiarly belongs to the Highland garb, and 
that no tartan or party-coloured plaid should be used 
for great coats or upper coatsT' V^t t^Y^ ^^^"w^* 
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ffraphfnini Ml. Logan's own pages. The "breeks," 
Bltempted to be forced upon ihe uetlier limbs of the 
bmwny IligblaDders, were the Luwlaiid and English 
knee-breeehf* of George II. 'b reign, with all tbe 
and buckles thereuntil belonging. 




ThepA fi- ft G / 

" little c n g an h b 

amongst h n rs C b q At pre- 

aenl itisapconhm se e word, 

being: a sep rate article of alt re and pu n like a 
woman's petticoat; but originally, we have no doubt, 
it signilied literally a " little coat," being the corre- 
Bpondin<;habitto'he Irish cota^Jilleadthot fiiUing**, 
and the British pais, which, with the mantle and the 

■ Filltivl, In Irish, is used lo express » gsmem fdldcd or 
pliiled round ihe fwrson, snd filhadJitg would siguify Iha 
" teaitr p)ultd Hi " 
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trousers, formed the complete Gaulish or Celtic co»« 
tume. Kilt is a lowland Scotch or Saxon appella- 
tion, and also signifies a shortened or tucked-up gar- 
ment. *' To kilt" is to truss or tuck up. The lassie 
says, in the well-known song, — 

<' I'll kilt my coats aboon my knee, 
And follow my laddie through the water." 

Tlie period of the separation of the ancient feile- 
beag into a waistcoat and kilt is at present unknown, 
but we imagine it to have been a comparatively recent 
arrangement. 

The sporan or pouch is a distinguishing feature 
of the Highland costume ; but its first adoption, in its 
present peculiar and ornauiented form, is equally in- 
volved in mystery. That of Simon Frazer, Lord 
Lovat, executed in 1746, is said, by Mr. Logan, to 
have been smaller and less decorated. A wallet, or 
dorlach, carried on the right side, was worn as early 
as the fourteenth century, as we have evidence, in 
the effigy of a knight in the cathedral church of lona 
or Ilcolmkill ^ ; and some such appendage to the 
girdle is of very early occurrence in the costume of 
most nations. The tasselled sporan is however more 
like the pouch of a North American Indian, than the 
European gypsire or aulmoniere of the middle ages, 
and its position in front is an additional peculiarity. 

Coverings for the head were little cared for by the 
hardy Celtic and Teutonic tribes ; but 'a cap or 
bonnet (cappan and boined), answering the double 
purpose of a hat and a helmet, was occasionally worn 
by their chiefs, as much perhaps for distiction as for 
defence. Its material was originally leather, and its 
shape, amongst the Britons and the Irish, conical. 
The fiat cloth bonnet, now worn in Scotland, we do 
not consider to have formed part of the primitive 
costume. If ancient, it is of Saxon, Norman, or 

* Vide Hamilton Sokith^s Ancient Costume of En^Utvd^&«.»\\.A\ 
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Dabinh iniroduction, A cap, not very dissimitar, 
occurs in English costume as early as ihe rei^ of 
Henry III.; Bnd one shape, though not the besl 
known of Ihe Scotch bonnet, bears a curious afTiuily 
U> the slill earlier I'hry^ian eap worn by the Saxon, 
'He Anatio-Nomian, and most probably the Dane. 
/Is colour, blue, was very early distinguished aa Ihe 
favourite colour of the Caledonians, but the cliequered 
band, which now generally surrounds it, according 
to General Stewart, originated as lately as Minilrose'i 
struggle, wlien it wasassumfd as abadgeof Ulefeilen 
family of the Stewarts; thearmsoftheirhouse being 
u fess, checquy OKtire and argeiit in a field. Or ; in 
which L'Bse we must presume it was originally white 
and blue. The general colours are now white and red, 
or red and blue, alterations likely enough to have 
been made by Ihe victorious party, either then, in the 
time of Cromwell, when the cross of St. George 
(gides in a field argent) displaced ilie rnyal arms, 
nr in the rebellionti of 1 716 and 1745, when red and 
blue had become the colours of the reigning tamily. 

A much older decoration of the bonnet is un- 
douhtedly to he found in the eagle feather, Ihe pecu- 
liar mark of a chief, and the sprigs of holly, broom, 
and other plant'! aa=umed by the various clans ; a 
flirt of natund heraldry which r^upplii'd Ihe pluce of 
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the emblazoned shield or embroidered badge, and 
preceded^ it is most probable, the distinction of the 
family Tartans. Mr. Logan gives a curious list 
of the badges of this description appropriated by 
the different clans ; and some of the Frazers and 
Mackensies were subjected to penalties for wearing 
them afler the disarming act of 1745. 

The chequered stockings, gartered round ihe calf 
of the leg, are assuredly not of Celtic origin. To 
the Saxon or the Dane, whose cross garterings and 
half stockings or soccas. we have described in the 
second and third chapters of this work, the North 
Britons must surely have been indebted for this portion 
of their attire. The garter, as worn at present with 
a rose, is altogether a modern innovation. 

The primitive shoes have been described by Frois- 
sart from ten thousand specimens. Like the brogue of 
the Irish and the British esgidt they were made of 
untanned leather with the hair on. With the modern 
shoe came the shoe-buckle : its introduction is dated 
by Mr. Logan about 1680. 

The principal ornaments of the Celtic Gael were 
the brooch and the belt; the first of silver, and 
sometimes of. exceeding magnitude, embellished with 
cairn gorums, and other gems both native and fo- 
reign. Bruce's brooch was long, and may be still in 
the possession of the MacDougles, of Lorn. Another 
similar relic is in the custody of the Campells». of 
Glenlyon, and is engraved in Pennant The belt 
was also highly ornamented, principally with silver, 
from the earliest periods. Ferash or Fergus, a Scot- 
tish knight, is described iei the Norse account of 
Haco's expedition as being despoiled of his beautiful 
bell by the victor •. 

To sum up our account of the ancient Highland 
dress in a few words, we see uo reason for doubt- 
ing that it consisted of the mantle, close vest, and 
* Johnston's iransUuow, 9.^^. 
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trousers, vroni by the ancient British and Irish, md 
Belgic Gauls, with scarcely any variation, with the 
brooch, budkin, or fibula, the hairy shoes, the belt, 
and, in the earliest periods, perchance the torque. 

The Saxou and Danish fashions by degrees ob- 
tained in the Lowlands, and the i n term arri ages of 
the English and Scottish royal families, and the long* 
and close alliance between Scotland and France, 
contributed to astiimilate the costume of the court 
and the larger burghs and cities to that which pre- 
vailed at Ihc moment throughout Europe. The GaSI 
or Wild Scots, as they were termed, kept aloof from 
the despised and detested Sasiiensghs or Saxons, as 
they contemptuously termed their lowland countiy- 
men who had associated with, imitated the fashions, 
and adopted the language of the English colonist"!, 
and by the imperfect medium of oral tradition ajotie 
are we enabled to arrive at the little knowledge we 
possess of this singular and primitive people. The 
precise periods, therefore, when slight alterations took 
place in their national attire, if recorded at all, must 
be so in their national ballads, or in the retentive 
memories of their bards and elders, which are as 
remarkable as the excessive longevity of the High- 
landers in general. 

THE FGUAJ.E HABIT 

seems to have resembled to a very late period the 
dress in which Boadicea has been described by 
Dion C'assius. A tunic or robegathered end girdled 
round the waist, and a large mantle fastened by a 
brooch upon the breast. 

The former called the airisard appears from the 
poems of Alexander MacDonald to have been worn 
as late as 1740. 

White twilled cloth made from fine wool, and 
called cuirlan ', was used fur interior garments and 

"Cain" sifinfin Irtdi oi Ruwv^tarc, ud ■■ an" ii > OuIm 
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hose, by those who indulg^ed in such superfluities. 
The latter, denominated ossan^ evidently from hosen^ 
were of different dimensions, and the larger sort was 
called ossan-preasach. 

The hair before marriage was uncoverd, the head 
bound by a simple fillet or snood, sometimes a lock 
of considerable length hanging down on each side of 
the face, and ornamented with a knot of ribands — a 
teutonic fashion. When privileged to cover it, the 
curch, curaichd or hreid of linen, was put on the 
head and fastened under the chin, falling in a taper- 
ing form on the shoulders. The female costume, 
especially of the higher orders, varied in the Low- 
lands according to the fashionable barometers of 
London or Paris ; but an *' English gentleman who 
visited Edinburgh in L598, says, the citizens' wives, 
and women of the country, did weare cloaks made 
of a coarse cloth of two or three colours in chequer- 
work, vulgarly called ploddan ;" and ** plaiding*' is 
still the term for the chequered tartans in the Low- 
lands. The large or full plaid is now worn only by 
elderly females; but during the last century Bird 
tells us it was the undress of ladies in Edinburgh, 
who denoted their political principles by the manner 
of wearing it. 

For the 

ARMOUR AND WEAPONS 

of the Scottish nation we have store of authorities. 

Commencing with the Roman invasion, we find 
the iScots, like their southern kindred, stripping them- 
selves naked for fight. Stained from head to foot 
With their war-paint, and wielding long heavy swords 
and round targets ^*. The inhabitants of the coast of 

diminutive : hence in the Celtic manner of compounding word* 
cilirtan would mean the lesser* or finer manufaciure. 
'® Tacitus in Vita. Agricola. Herodian. 




Strathmavern were called Calibi, from Iherr i 

eat, a four-sided or four-spiked club, which ihey 
darled forward at their enemy and recovered by a 
leather thong attached to it. 1'he Caledonians used 
also a spear, furnished with a similar thong, for the 
like purpose, and at the bittt-end of the shal\ it had 
a ball of brass tilled with pieces of metal to startle the 
horses by the noise when engaged with cavalry. 

'The ringed byrn of the Saxon, and the imprOTed 
hauberk of the Norman, siion found their way across 
the border, but were adopted by the sovereign and his 
lowland chiefs alone ; for though the early monarchs 
of Scotland appear upon their seals in the nasal 
helmet, and the mascled, ringed, or scaly armour of 
the Anglo-Normans, we find the Earl of Strathearne. 
at the battle of the Standard, in 1138, exclaiming 
" I wear no armour, yel they who do will not ad- 
vance beyond me lliis day." 

In the next century Matthew Paris describes llie 
Scottish cavalry as a line body of men, well miunted. 
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though their horses were neither of the Italian or 
Spanish breed ; the horsemen clothed in armour of 
iron network ^\ and from this period we find the seals, 
monuments, and chronicles of Scotland agreeing as 
nearly as possible with those of England, the Scotch 
being only later in their adoption of the improve- 
ments in armour, which generally originated in the 
south of Europe, and gradually travelled northward. 
The Highlanders, however, evinced their wonted 
contempt for the inventions of the Sassenach, and 
adhered to their ancient weapons and mode of war- 
fare. Body armour would they none; an the old 
song says, they 

** Had only got the belted plaid, 
While they (the Lowlanders) were mail-clad men." 

Those who encountered Haco at Largs, a. d. 1263» 
were armed with bows and spears i the fortner being 
a true Highland weapon, though the Gael could 
never cope with the English archers, who were pro- 
verbially said to bear each of them ** under his girdle 
twenty-four Scots,*' in allusion to the twenty-four 
arrows with which each man was provided. Winton 
and Fordun both mention the clan Kay and the clan 
Quhale, in 1390, armed in the fashion of their coun- 
try with bows and arrows, sword and target, short 
knives and battle-axes ; and twelve years afterwards 
Donald, Lord of the Isles, broke in upon the earl- 
dom of Ross, at the head of his fierce multitudes, 
who were armed after the fashion of their country 
with swords fitted to cut and thrust", pole-axes, bows 
and arrows, short knives, and round bucklers formed 
of wood or strong hide, with bosses of brass or iron. 
The short knife was the bidag or dirk of the Scotch, 

SrJb auno 1244, p. 436, 37. 
* The cut and thrust sword was the ciaidheamh-wtore of 
cUymore. 
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hf. skiene of the Irish. Although most probably ~iC 
s far more highly ornamenLed al present than it waa 
n those rude sges, the ancient style of decoration and 
pattern is preEcrved. The intricate tracery on the 
'lilt is also seen upon the target or tar^aid — 

'< Whose oruen slud^ ind tougb huU'i hitla 
Has duhed~tD otUa dpatb aside." 

The target here engraved is preserved in the ar- 
moury at Goodrich Court 

The diik or bldag from the same collection is of 
the time of Henry VIII. 

In 1318, every layman posseRSed of land, nho had 
ten pounds' worth of moveable property, was com- 
manded to provide himself with ikn acton (or haque- 
ton), and basnet (basciuet), together with gloves of 
plate, a sword, and a spear. Those who were not 
so provided were to have an iron jack, or back and 
breast-plate of iron, an iron head-piece or knapiskay, 
with gloves of plate ; and every man possessing the 
value of a cow, was commanded to arm himself with 
a bow and sheaf of twenty-four arrows, or with a 
spear". By the iron jack is meant the Jacques de 
maille, which was worn as late as the sixteenth cen- 
tury, at which period it is described by a French 
author, and the person who furnished Holinshed 
with his account of Scotland. 

In 13S5 an order was issued for every French and 
Scottish soldier to wear a white St. Andrew's crosa 
on his breast and back, which if his surcoat or jacket 
was white, was to be broidered on a division of black 
cloth'*. 

In 1386 the Scotch army at the siege of Berwicke 

SlaluleBoritoberl I.; tide Cartulary bFUberbroihack.p. 233, 
Acts ot ihe Parliunenc of Scotland, toI. i. 



NATIONAL COSTUMR OF SCOTLAND. 349 

was astonished by two novelties — the ap{>e.i ranee of 
artillery, and the heraldic crests upon the English 
helmets ; an ornament which had not been adopted 
in Scotland, though worn for nearly a hundred years 
in England. 

^ Twa noweltyes that day they saw, 
That forwith Scotland had been nane: 
'Tymmeris (timbres) for helmetys war the lanr, 
The totbyr crakys were of war." 

During the reign of James I. of Scotland, archery 
was particularly encouraged, and an order was issued 
that all men aged upwards of twelve years " should 
busk them to be archers." James III. is said to 
have had ten thousand Highlanders with bows and 
arrows in the van of his army ; and the army of 
James V. at Fala, immediately previous to the defeat 
at Sol way in 1542, consisted of sixty thousand men, 
'* twenty thousand of whom carried pikes and 
spears, and twenty thousand were armed with bows, 
hahergions, and two-handled swords, *' which was 
the armour," says Lindsay, '* of our Highlandmen." 
By this it would appear that in the sixteenth century 
the Highlanders, in the royal service at least, had 
been induced to wear the same body armour; the 
word habergeon at this period meaning indifferently 
a breast- plate or a short coat of mail. A Freuch 
author in 1 574 describes the Scotch as armed with 
a sword that was very large and marvellously cut- 
ting; and at this period the blades made by Andrea 
Ferara became highly prized in Scotland, and when- 
ever procured were fitted into basket hUts, which 
first appear about this time. An Andrea Ferara, 
with its original mounting, is here engraved from 
one in the Meyrick collection. 

Th^ mtroduction of hand fire-arms added first the 

2h 
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they received the point of his bayonet on the target, 
and dirk or claymore was instantly through his body. 
Their muskets were invariably thrown away after the 
first volley, and as late as the battle of Killicranky 
they flung off their plaids on rushing into action, 
as their Celtic ancestors had done seventeen hundred 
years before them. 




Highland fire-lock tack, time of George II. 





Vi^ a, battle-axe of the tovni*fl[aanl of Edinbai^b ; A* battlMm of tii« 
town-guard of Aberaean, from Mr. Lof an*s woik. 



Chapteh XXtV. 
NATIONAL COSTOMB OF IRELAND. 



Casting aside ihe wild romances with which the 
early history of Ireland is inlerwoveii, to a greater 
deirree perhaps than that of any other nation, we 
shall proceed at once, upon the authority of Tacitus, 
to slate that the manners of the Irish differed little 
in his time from those of their ancient British 
brethren ; and to add, that from every evidence, his- 
torical or traditional, the differenc'c was occasioned 
by Ihe introduction at some very remote period, either 
by conquest or colonitation, of a, distinct race to'itft 
original inhabitants ; — a (act which is substantiated 
by (he marked distinction still existing in the per- 
sons and complexions of the peasantry of the eastern 
and midland districts, and those of the south-western 
I counties ; the former having the blue eyes and flaxon 

H hair, characteristic of all the Scythic or German 
H tribes, and the latter the swarthy cheeks and raven 
H locks, that bespeak a. more southern origin, and point 
H to Spain as the country from which they had nlti- 
H mateiy past, and Asia- Minor, or Egypt, as Ihe land 
H of their fathers. 

H In every part of Ireland, weapons and ornaments 

H have been found precisely similar to those discovered 
H in England, and proved to have been worn by the 
K ancient Britons; and the description of the fHsh 
^ft dress as late as the twelfth century, by UiraldiiB 
^H Cambrensis. perfectly corresponds with thai of the 
^H B^leic-Gauls and soulhern Britons, Iransmiiled to 

L 
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US by Ibe Greek and Roman wrilera. Undisturbed 
by Ine Tmijerial Legions, the Irish retained their 
ancient srma and clothing for centuries after Eng-land 
had become a Roman proviiict-, and adopted the 
costume of its conquerors, and the truig or braccba, 
the cotB and the mstitle fastened by a brooch or 
bodkin on the breast or shoulder, the torques and 
bracelets of giold and silver, llie swords and battle- 
axes of mixed copper and tin, and spears and darts 
headed with the same metal that had pradually super- 
seded the garments of skins, and the weapons of 
hone anil flint of the original colonists, as iu the sister 
island, composed the habits and arms of the Irish 
chietlains during the early ages of Christianity, and 
to the period at which the authentic history of Ireland 

In the ninth century we hear of the Irish princes 
wearing pearls hehind their ears ; a golden crown 
or helmet, of a form resembling the cap of a ChiDcse 
mandarin, and evidently of great antiquity, was dug 
ii|i near the Devil's Bit, in the county of Tipperary, 
in 1692' A collar of gold was offered by King 
Brian on the great altar at Armagh, at the com- 
mencement of the eleventh century', twenty-four 
years subsequent lo the period when, as Moore 
rings, 

■' Mibchy x'ore 'ne collsr of gold 
He won from the |>raud invider.' 

From these proud invaders, it appears that the 
Irish received, however, some of their first lessons 
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in varfare, and adopted, in imitation of tktm, the 
terrible steel battle-axe, and tfae round red shield 
boaad with iron. But these' circumstances art 
gathered from the pages of Giraldus CambreiiBia, 
who has given us a very interesting account of the 
costume of the Irish id the 




" The Irish wear thin woollen clothes, mostly blacki 
because the sheep of Ireland are in general of thai 
colour; the dress itself is of a barbarous fashion. 
The cochla or cocula, to which was sometimes added 
the larger mantle worn in Elizabeth's time, was called 
the canabhas or (jllead : they wear moderate close- 
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cowled or hooded mantlci; (caputiis), which spread 
over their shoulders and reach dono to the elbow, 
composed of Email pieces of cloths of different kinds 
and colours, for the most pan sewed together'; be- 
neath which, woollen fallins (phalinges) instead of a 
cloak, or breeches and stockings in one piece, sod 
these generally dyed of some colour. In riding they 
use no saddles, nor do the; wear bonLs or spurs, 
currying only a rod or stick hooked at the upper end, 
a» well to excite their horses to mend their pace, as 
to set forward in full speed ; they use indeed bridles 
and bits, but so contrived as not to hinder the horses 
of their pasture in a land where these animals feed 
only on green grass." 

Through the kindness of Sir Thomas Phillips, Bart., 
we are enabled to present our readers with some co- 
temporary drawings of the Irish costume from an 
invaluable manuscript in that gentleman's collection, 
which was fortunately preserved from destruction by 
being sent from Bristol one day previous to the late 
lamentable disturbances and conflagration : it is a 
copy of Giraldus Cambrensis, illuminated about the 
termination of the twelfth ceolury, and the Irish cos- 
tume is particularly (and we have no doubt faithfully) 
distinguished from the Norm an -English ; Dermod 
MacMurchard, king oi lieinster, and the rest of his 
countrymen, being portrayed in the short tunic, 
fallings or cota, and the truis, with long beards and 
hair, and the Danish axe, and the Normans with long 
tunics, gartered legs, shaven faces, and the great broad- 
sword of the period- Vide Agure of MacMurchard 
(the lai^est) and others of the Irish, at the head 
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of this section. The Irish mantle appears on the 
shoulders of many of the figures, but the mode of 
fastening it is not visible ; there are authorities enou<^h, 
however, to prove that it was by a brooch or bodkin 
upon the breast \ It is singular that it is not party- 
coloured, as described in the text, nor is the hood 
attached to it. 

About the same period we learn, that when Prince, 
afterwards King John landed at Waterford, the Irish 
chieftains came to pay their respects to the son of 
their monarch, habited in their national costume, 
wearing linen vests, flowing mantles, long hair, and 
bushy beards, and approached the prince to offer him 
the kiss of peace, which the young Norman courtiers 
attendant on John considering a familiarity, pre- 
vented ; and not content with merely repulsing them, 
pulled the beards which had excited their derision, 
mimicked their gestures, and finally thrust them with 
violence from their presence. 



THE WEAPONS 

used by the Irish in the bloody combats to which 
this unprovoked insult and aggression gave birth are 
thus described by Giraldus : — ** The Irish use three 
kinds of arms — short lances, and two darts, as also 
broad axes excellently well steeled, the use of which 
they borrowed from Norwegians and Ostmen. They 
make use of but one hand to the axe when they 
strike, and extend their thumb along the handle to 
guide the blow, from which neither the crested hel- 

* See engravings at page 353. The value of silver brooches or 
bodkins is decided in the Brehon laws. These instruments are 
known in Ireland by various names ; and are frequently alluded 
to in the old Irish poems and romances. 
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I defend the head, nor the iron KjIUs oI' the 
the body; whence it has happened in our 
time that the trhole (high of it soldier, thoug^h cased 
in well -tempered armour, hath been lopped off by a 
single blow of Ihe axe. the whole hmb lalling on one 
nide of the horse, and the expiring body on ihe 
other." Tills latter weapon was called by ihe Iiiih 
the liiagh'Cfttha, or battle-axe. There is a hill in the 
county of Galway called Knock-Tuagha, the hill of 
axes, from the circumslance of the Irish liaving gained 
a victory over tlie English there by means of their 
axes. To these "three sorts of arms" Giraldus him- 
self adds another, the sling. "They are also very 
dexterous and ready, beyond all other nations, in 
slinging stones in battle, when other weapons fail 
them, to the great detriment of their enemies ;'" and 
in a description of a battle in the anuals of Innis- 
(allen, it is related, that the stones came in snch 
rapid showers, that they blunted the arrows in Ihdr 
flight ! 

Of the ladies' dress, we know nothing fnrther iha u 
that it may be inferred from a passage in the annals 
of Innisfallen, they wore a variety of ornaments, as 
when the wife of King O'Roorke was taken prisoner, 
in the year 1152, her jewels became the spoil of the 
enemy. 

The only female figures in the illuminated copy 
of Giraldus, above mentioned, are attired in long 
tunics after the Anglo-Norman fashion. TTiere can 
be little doubt, huwever, that they were the mantle 
fastened on the breast by a hodkin or brooch ; and 
in an Irish romance, quoted by Mr. Walker, we hear 
of the fair Pindalve'sspacluiis veil hanging down from 
her lovely head, where it was fastened by a golden 
bodkin. Vol. ii, p. *23. The wearing of bodkins in 
the hair is so common to this day in Spain, that we 
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cau scarcely question the fashion having been derived 
from that country. 



THE ECCLESIASTIC COSTUME 

was of course that of the Romish church throughottt 
Europe; and our readers are therefore referred to 
the corresponding era in England. 
In the 



FOURTEENTH CENTURY 

we find that scarlet cloaks were worn by the Irish 
chieftains. Amongst the spoils left by the sons of 
Brian Rae, when they fled from Mortogh, a. d. 
1313, were shining scarlet cloaks ^y and the barbaric 
splendour or quaintness of the Irish chiefs seems to 
have caught the fancy of the English settlers in the 
reign of Edward III., as we find the use of it prohi- 
bited to them in the celebrated statute of Kilkenny, 
passed during the administration of Edward's son, 
the Duke of Clarence. One clause in this act or- 
dains that the English here shall conform in garb 
and in the cut of their hair to the fashion of their 
eounirymen in England. Whoever affected that of * 
Ihe Irish should be treated as an Irishman ; and we 
need not point out to our readers that the statute 
evidently meant '^ ill-treated," so early had the woes 
and wrongs of that unhappy country begun ' 

Irish frieze was at this time, however, an esteemed 
article in England, for a statute passed in the twenty- 
eighth year of Edward III.'s reign exempts it firom 

' Scarlet cloaks were made for the Irish chiefs, by command of 
King John, who addressed an order to the archbisnop of Dublia 
to that effect. Rymer's Fcedenu 
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duty under the description or " tiraps appellet fntt*< 
ware queux sont failz en Ireland." 

In Ihe reign of Richard II. we have first a de- 
scription, by Froissart, of the four Irish kings who 
Nwore 3!1egim)ce [it that monarch, by which it appears 
that the truis had been abandoned, or at this time 
was not a part of the regal liabit ; fur Henry Chris- 
lall, who gave Froissart the information, complaina 
that they nore no breeches ', and that consequently 
he ordered some of linen cloth to be made for them, 
tskins: from them at the same time many rude and 
ill-made things, " tous d'habits comine d'aiilres 
chose," and dressing ihem in houpelanda of silk 
furred with miniver and gris : " (or," he adds. 
" formerly these kings were well dres!«ed if wrapped 
up in an Irish mantle." They r.ide without saddles 
or Btirrnps, the old Irish fashion. 

On Richard's first visit to Ireland, in 1394, all the 
Leinster chieftains laid aside their caps, skeins, and 
girdles, and did homage, and swore fealty on their 
knees to the Earl Marshal of England; and (he 
same ceremony was performed by the principal chiefs 
of Ulster (o Richard himself at Drngheda. 

The author of the metrical chn^nide of the de- 
• position of Richard II., who accompanied him on 
ids Irish expedition, went with the Earl of Gloucester 
to see MacMorungh, king of Lrinster, and describes 
him as riding full speed down hill on a horse without 
a saddle, bearing in his hand a long dart, which he 

• Bui bjr brei 
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cast from him nrith much deiterity. To this descrip- 
tion is appended an illumination p6urtntying Mac 
Horough in (he act of perfonning this fe&t, and 
attended by some of his toparchs. We have en- 
graved it here as an illustntion of the 




IRISH ARMOUR * 



f TRB rOURTEGNTn 



MBcMorough, it will be perceived, nears a basdMl, 
but without ^'bot or camail, and a long coat of tnail 
over which is thrown the mantle, and a capuchon 
like that woni by the Eng'lish from the time of tiie 
Conquest, and which may be indeed the ancient Irish 
eaputium, hanga behind him down his shoulders. 
His followers wear the capuchon, and no bascinet. 
The king is bare-footed, and apparently bare-l^ged, 
and rides without stimpa. Froisaart tellnus, on the 



authority of Chriatall, the Irish have pointed knives 
with broad blades, sharp on both sides; they cut 
thtir enemy's throat and take out his heart, which 
they curry away'. 



I 



furniEhcs ub with very little direel information. But 
by an act passed in the reign of Henry VI. it seems 
to be intimated that either the English atTected the 
Irish, or the Irish the English costame, as it is set 
forth that " now there is no diversity in array 
betwixt the English marchoura and the Irish ene- 
mies, and BO by colour of the English marchoura, 
the Irish enemies do come from day to day iii other 
into the English counties, as English marchours, 
and do rob and pill by the highways, and destroy 
the common people by lodging upon them in the 
nights, and also do kill the husbands in the nights, 
and do take llieir goods to the Irishmen : wherefore 
it is ordained and agreed that no manner of man 
that nrjll be taken for an Englishman shall have DO 
beard above his mouth, that is to say, that he have 
no hairs on his upper lip, so that the said lip be once 
at least shaven every fortnight, or of equal growth 
with the nether lip ; and if any man be found 
amongst the English contrary hereuHto, that then it 
shall be lawful to every man to take them and their 
goods, as Irish eiieniies,and to ransom them as Irish 
Whether this similarity of dress was 



* C.24. In (he vmy of Hear; V., il the si^e a\ Roueg, 1417, 
wcreKvertl bodies af Irish, of whom the froalerparl had une lag 
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assumed by the Irish enemies for the purpose of 
facilitating their inroads and depredations, or the 
consequence of long neighbourhood and intercom- 
munication, does not appear. The long moustaches 
worn at this period must certainly have been re- 
tained by the English in imitation of the Irisli, as 
beards were not worn in England during the reign 
of Henry VI. except by aged or official personages. 
The faces of military men even are seen closely shaved. 
Another act was passed in this reign forbidding 
the use of ^* gilt bridles and peytrals, and other gilt 
harness." 

The military and female costume of persons of dis- 
tinction appears, from the few monuments preserved 
of this period, to have resembled the corresponding 
cotemporary habits in England ; but it is probable, 
as we shall shortly show, that' the ancient national 
Irish dress was still worn by the generality of the 
people, and, oddly enough, on the heels of the statute 
of Henry VI4 above quoted, forbidding the English 
to dress like the Irish, because their wa^ no diversity, 
comes an act passed by Edward IV., ordaining that 
" the Irishmen dwelling in the counties of Dublin^ 
Myeth, Wrial, and Kildare, shall go apparelled like 
Englishmen, and wear beards after the English man-* 
ner, swear allegiance, and take English surnames," 
proving that a diversity did exist even in the Eng-' 
lish pale. 

In the reign of Henry VII., Sir Edward Poy- 
nings, iu order that the parliaments of Ireland might 
want no decent or honourable form that was used in 
England, caused a particular act to pass that the 
lords of Ireland should appear in the like parliament 
robes as the lords are wont to wear in the parliaments 
of England* This act is entitled ''a statute for 
the lords of the parliament to wear robes," and 
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the penally fur ufTendiDg against it was a hundtied 
sbillings, to be levied off the ofiender's lands and 

In the Bixlh year of the same monarch's reign a 
warm dispute appears lo have exiiited belween the 
glovers and shoemakers about " the right at' maiiing 
girdles, and all Dianner of girdles." Fine doth, silk, 
taffeta, and cloth of gold, are mentioned as worn by 
the nobility at this time, and worsted and canvas 
linen for phallangs and mantles, by the poorer 
classes, felt caps are also recorded. 



enlightens us considerably, not only as lo the dress 
of itsowQ particular period, but respecting the ancient 
Irish costume, of which we have hitherto caught but 
brief and imperfect glimpses. Pursuing our original 
determination to set down under each date such 
documents only asof right belonged to it, we have not 
interpolated tlie deecriptions of writers of the twelfth 
century with those of writers of the sixteenth ; but 
having given these early evidences in their in- 
tegrity, we may without fear of conliision refento 
Ibem occasionally, when the elaborate accounts of 
such authors as Holinshed, Spenser, and Camden 
apjiear to illustrate the obscure allusions of th«ir 

In the reign of Henry VTII. an act was passed 
ordaining " that no person or persons, the king'!( sub- 
jects, within this land (Ireland), behig or herealler lo 
be, from and after the first day of May, which shall 
be in (he yeare of our Lord God 1 539, shall be shorn 
<tr shaven above the ears, or use Ihe wearing of huire 
upon their heads like unto long lockes, called gtibbtM 
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or have or use any haire growing on their upper 
lippes, called or named a cromfneal ', or use or weare 
any shirt, smock, kurchor, bendel, neckerchour, 
mocket or linen cappe coloured or dyed with safron, 
ue yet use or weare in any of their shirts or smocks 
abovie e^ven yardes of ck)th, to be measured according 
to the king's standard, and that also no woman use 
or wear any kyrtell or cote tucked up or imbroydered 
or garnished with silke or couched ne laid with usker, 
afler the Irish fashion, and that no person or persons 
of what estate, condition or degree they be, shall 
use or weare any mantles, cote, or hood, made after 
the Irish fashion ;" and any person so offending was 
liable not only to forfeit the garment worn against 
the statute, but certain sums of money limited and 
appointed by the act 

In this act, and in the order quoted in the note, 
we find mention made of the custom of dyeing the 
shirts and tunics with saffron, said by many writers 
to have existed in Ireland trom the earliest period, 
but without their quoting any ancient authority in 
support of their statement. Henceforth we find fre- 
quent alkisions to it ; but it is certainly not men- 

' Amongst tbe unpublished MS. in the State Paper Office, is 
another earlier order of Henry VIII., dated April 28, 1563^ for 
the government of the town of Gal way, in which these moustaches 
are called crompeaniis. The inhabitants are also ordered *^ not 
to suffer the hair of their heads to grow till it covers their ears, 
and that every of them wear English caps. That no man or 
man-child do wear no mantles in the streets, but cloaks or gowns, 
coats, doublets, and hose shapen after the English fashion, but 
made of the country cloth, or any other cloth that shall please 
them to buy. 

'^Crom" signifies in the Celtic any thing ci^ked, also the nose ; 
*' pean" is the beard of a goat; and '' lis." wicked or mischievous. 
** Crompeaniis" is therefore ode of those curious compounds 
continually met with in this ancient language, and resembling 
Greek in the condensed force of expression. 

2i3 
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tioned by GiraMus *. Froissarl, or the author of lb« 
Natural Hiatorj' before quoted. 

Ill the reign of Elizabeth we find Spenser strongly 
recam mending the abolition of " the antient dresB,'' 
The mantle he calls " u Rl house for an outlaw, a 
meet bed fur a rebel, and aa apt cloke for a thief." 
He speaks of the hood " as a house against all 
weathers ;" and remarks ihut while the mantle en- 
ables him to go " privilie armed," the being close- 
hooded over the head conceals his person from know- 
Jedge on any to whom he is endangered- He also 
alludes to a custom of wrapping the mantle hastily 
about the leA arm when attacked, whieh serves them 
instead of a target: a common practice in Spain to 
this ddy, and probably derived from thence. His 
objections to the use of mantles by females are as 
Btroiigly and more grossly urged ; and of the long 
platted or matted locks, called g^Iibbs, he speaks in 
terms of equal repFofaation : " they are as fit masks 
as a mactle is for a thief, for wheresoever he hath 
run himself into that peril of the law that he will 
liot be known, he either cutteth off his glibb by which 
he bfcometh nothing like himself, or pulleth it so low 
duwn over his eyes that it is very hard to discern his 
ihiefish countenance'*." He concludes, however, by 

liberty lo cDDcliide tbat aafi'roii or jetluw was imonggt Ihem. Hwl 

lariied il ; and ;et, on Ibo other band, ihe Mrt and truii in the 
illumioated capf before Dientioned ue both (requenlly pu'nttd ■ 
light yellow ot lawiwy. 

■* Hooker, who transliled Giraldus io 15S7, xtdi Uib note 
Dpon the Irish raaoiier of wearing the hair: "The Iriah oilinn 
and people, even from the beginning, have beene alwaiei of a 
nud bringing up, and ue not only rude in apparell but aUo 
rouBh and ouglio in Iheir bodies. Their beards snd beads ihnjr 
neier wash, cleanse, nor cul, eapeciallie Iheir htads; the haire 
whereof they luflei to grow, saving that <iDDie do use Id roond it, 
tad by reuoii the aune a never corabed it growelh Fail logelher, 
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admitting that there is much to be said in favour of 
the fitness of the ancient dress to the state of the 
country, *' as, namely, the mantle in travelling, be- 
cause there be no inns where meet bedding may be 
had, so that his mantle serves him then for a bed ; 
the leather-quilted jack in journeying and in camp- 
ing, for that it is fittest to be under his shirt of mail, 
and for any occasion of sudden service, as there 
happen many, to cover his trouse on horseback ; the 
great linen roll which the women wear to keep their 
heads warm afler cutting their haii:> which they use 
in any sickness ; besides their- thick-folded linen 
shirts, their long-sleeved smocks^ their half sleeved 
coats, their silken fillets, and all the rest, they will 
devise some colour for, either of necessity, of antiquity, 
or of comeliness." 

Stanihurst, who wrote in the reign of Elizabeth, 
and whose account of Ireland is published in ilolin- 
shed's Chronicles, speaking of Waterford, says, 
"As they distill the best aqua vitse, so they spin the 
choicest rug in Ireland. A friend of mine being 
of late demurrant in London, and the weather, by 
reason of a hard hoare frost, being somewhat nip- 
ping, repaired to Paris Garden clad in one of these 
Waterford rugs. The mastifs had no sooner espied 
him, but deeming he had beene a beare would faine 
have baited him ; and were it not that the dogs 
were partly muzzled and partly chained, he doubted 
not but that he should have beene well tugd in this 
Irish rug ; whereupon he solemnlie vowed never to 
see beare baiting in any such weed." 

In 1562, O'Neal, Prince of Ulster, appeared at the 
court of Elizabeth with his guards of Galloglacks, 

and in process ortime it matteth so thick and fast together that it 
is instead of a hat, and keepeth the head verie warme, and also 
will beare o£f a great blowe or stroke, and this head of haire they 
call a gliba. and therein they have a great pleasure." 
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bare-headed, armed with hatchets, theii' hair flowing 
m looks on their shoulders, attired in shirts dyed with • 
saffron (vel humana uriiia infectis) ; their beeves 
large, their tunics short, and their cloaks shagged ^^ 

This passage has been very loosely translated by 
several writers, and the expression '* thrum jackets ' 
introduced, which is not at all borne out by the 
original, '* tuniculis brevioribus et lacernis villosis." 
Amongst the rare prints collected by the late Mr. 
Douce is one presenting us with the Irish dress oi 
this day, precisely as described by Camden, Spenser, 
and Derricke, with whose poetical and picturesque 
account of the Kerns or common soldiers we shall 
close our account of the Irish in the sixteenth cenr 
tiiry :— 

** With skulls upon their powles 
Instead of civiU cappes, 
With speare in hand and sword by sides 
To beare off aftcrclappes ; 
With jackettes long and large, 
Which shroud simplicitie, 
Though spiteful dartes which they do beare, 
Importe iniquitie ; 
Their shirtes be very strange 
Nut reaching past the thigh, 
With pleates on pleates they pleated are 
As thick as pleates may lie; 
Whose sleives hang trailing downe 
Almost unto the shoe ^', 
And with a mantle common !ie 
The Irish kerne doe goe ; 

'^ Camden, Hist. Eliz. p. 69. 

*• The long sleeve to the shirt or tunic " trailing down almost 
unto the shoe," while the body of the garment was so short and 
fully plaited, was a European fashion of the close of the fourteenth 
century, and if no* adopted from the English in Richard Il.'stime, 
reached Ireland from Spain. The old Celtic tunic had sleeves 
tight to the wrists. 
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Their sinnnge protncloora ouL" 

Now on referring to the print ne have nieatJODe 
anil which J8 superinscribed, " Droun after the 
quicke," (thai is) from the life, we find the fall- 
plaited shirts with lojig trailing sleeves; the short 
coat or jacket with half sleeves, very short wnisted, 
embroidered, and "with pleates net thick about" the 
middle; the iron gauntlet, on the left hand, men 
lioned by Slanihurst"; the Bkull-cap. the mantle, 
the skein or long dagger, and a peculiarly-shaped 
flword in as utrange a sheath, which L'orrespoiids 
exactly with those upon the tombs of the Irish kings, 
t-ngrdved in Walker's History. The only variation 
fruin [he descriptions quoted is in their being all 
bare-legged and bare-fooled. 

From these accounts we find the Irish of the four- 
teenth and sixteenth centuries wearing ihe mantle 
and hood or capuchium. the itinic, shirt or " phal- 
lings," and occasionally the truis or breeches atid 
stockings in one piece, exactly as described by Giral- 
dns in the twelfth century ; still armed with the terrible 
halchet received from the Ostmen, and the coat of 
mail adopted from them or their Norman kindred ; 
while England with the rest of Europe had ex- 
changed the hauberk for harness of plate, and ran 
through every variety of habit which t)« ingenuity or 
folly of man had devised during four hundred years. 

THE SEVENTEBNTH CENTURY 

: to Ihe aid of the [len. 



brings the pencil o 
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Mr. Walker has engrELved what he terms " 
but faithful delineation nf O'More, a turbuleDt Irish 
chieftain, and Archer, a, Jesuit retained by him, both 
copied from a map of the taUtig* of (he BeH of Or- 
mondin 1600." O'More, he tells us, is dressed in 
the barrad, or Irish conical cap, and a ecariet m&ntle. 
Archer's mantle Is black, and he wears the high* 
. crowned hat of the time. Both appear (O be in the 
strait truis. 

Morryson, a writer of the reign of the James I,, 
describes elaborately but coarsely the dress of the 
Irish in his time. The English fashions it would 
appear from him, had amalgamated with the Irish 
among;st the higher orders, and produced a costume 
differing not very widely from that of simitar classes 
in Engiand ; but " touching the meare ot ^\&\'^<^ 
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it may truly be said of them, which of oM wai ' 
spoken of the Germans, namely, that they wander 
slovenly and naked, and lodge in the same house (if 
it may be calledahouse) with their beasts. AmaDgst 
thetn the gentlemen or lords of counties wear close | 
breeches and stockings of the same piece of cloth, of 
red or such light colour, and a loose coat and a cloak 
or three-cornered mantle, commonly of coarse light 
stuffe made at home, and tlieir linen ip coarse and 
filovenly, because they seldom put otfa shirt till it be 
worn ; and those shirts in our memory, belbre the 
last rebellion, were made of some twenty or thirty 
elles, folded in wrinkles and coloured with safroa. 

. .' . Their wives, living among the English, 
are attired in a sluttish gown to be fastened at the 
breast with a lace, and in a more sluitish mantle and . 
more sluttish linen, and their heads be covered after ! 
the Turkish manner with many elles of linen, only | 
the Turkish heads or turbans are round at the top; ! 
but the attire of the Irish women's heads is more flat j 
in the top and broader in the sides, not much unlike i 
a cheese mot if it bad a hole to put in the head. For 'l 
the rest in the remote parts, where the English lawes 
and manners are unknown, the very chiefs of the 
Irish, as well men as women, goe naked in winUr 

Speed, who wrote in the same reign, and confirms 
the account of Spenser and Morryson respecting the 
large wide-sleeved linen shirts, stained with safiion, I 
theirmant1es,skeins,&c.,adds," that the women wore 
their haire plaited in a curious manner, hanging I 
down their bacVs and shoulders from under the 
foldeo wreathes of fine linen rolled about their heads: | 
a custom in England as ancient as tbeConquest, and 
though not mentioned by Giraldus, a fashion we have 
little doubt uf equal antiquity in Ireland." Engrav- 
ings of a wild Irish man and woman, of a civil Iri^ 



and wnmon, and of a 
g-enlie woman, are here given 
Bjiped's nia|) of Ireland". 
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was in th« reign of James I., saye Mr. Walker, 
that the Irish dress was to feel the influence of fashion, 
d to assume a new fonn. The circuits of ihe 
ligKs being now no longer confined within the nar- 
row limits of the pale, but embracing the whole king- 
dom, the civil assemblies at the assizes and sessions 
reckin^ed the Irish from their wildness, caused them 

" l-ike Ihe Highland figiares in the Scotch mip, ibej may be 

hoia Ihe deKriplion only of (he wrllEm of the time. The lunj;- 
tinging shiil bleeiet are ccrtalnl] nu Ivinible, 

1 *. 
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lo cut off their gUhbs and Imi^ liair, to convert their 
mantles into cloaks (as then worn in Englanri), and 
to conform themselves to the manner of England in 
all their behaviour and outward tbrms. The order 
from the Lord Deputy Chichester, in his instructions 
to the Lord President and Council of Munster, lo 
pii[ii»h by fine and imprisonment all such as shall 
appear before Ihem in mantles and robes, and also to 
t'xpel and cut all glibbs, is dated May 20th, 1615. 

For some years this statute was rigorously en- 
forced, but Charles L in the tenth year of hie reign 
caused la act to be passed at Dublin, " for repeale 
of divers statutes heretofore enacted in this kingdom 
of Ireland," aud once more permitted the beard lo 
flourish on the upper lip, allowed the use of gilt 
bridles, peylrels, and other liarness, and leil Ibc 
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Irish generally at liberty to wear either their own 
national apparel, or the English dress of the day, as 
might suit their fiincy or convenience. 

The periwig found its way to Ireland in Cromwell's 
time, and the first person who wore it is said to 
have been a Mr. Edmund 0*Dwyer, who lost his 
estate by joining in the opposition to the parlia- 
mentary forces. He was known amongst the vulgar 
by the applellation of " Edmund of the wig." 

During the Commonwealth an order was issued 
by the Deputy Grovemor of Galway, grounded on 
the old stutute of Henry VIII. and prohibiting the 
wearing of the mantle to all people whatsoever, which 
was executed with great rigour; and Harris says, 
" from that time the mantle and trouze were disused 
for the most part" 

Sir Henry Piers also, in his description of the 
county of Westmeath, about this period, says, ** there 
is now no more appearance of the Irish cap, mantle, 
and trouzes, at least in these countries." 

That they were worn, however, to a much later 
period in some provinces, we gather from the letter 
of Richard Geoghegan, Esq., of Connaught, to Mr. 
Walker, who has published an extract from it in a 
note to his work. " I have heard my father say,'* 
writes Mr. Geoghegan, **" that he remembered some 
male peasants to wear a truis, or piece of knit ap- 
parel, that served for breeches and stockings ; a 
barraid or skull-cap, made of ordinary rags, was the 
ornament of the head ; a hatted man was deemed a 
Sassanagh (Saxon) beau, B rogue- uir leaker, that is, 
flats made of untanned leather, graced their feet, and 
stockings were deemed a foppery ;*' and in an earlier 
part of his letter, speaking of the dress of the female 
peasantry of Connaught, he says, ** long blue man- 
tles in the Spanish style, bare feet, awkward bin- 
nogues or kerchiefs on their heads (jgeuei^V<j ^'^W^^ 
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with soot), and madder-red petticoats, were and are 
the prevalent taste of the ladies.** 

It will be obvious from the above extracts that 
from the earliest notice ot* Ireland to a late period in 
the last century, the national dress was handed down 
from generation to generation amongst the peasantry ; 
and that many noblemen and gentlemen wore it 
within the last two hundred years. Persecution, as 
usual, but attached them more strongly to the pro- 
hibited garb, and it is probable that the free exercise 
of their fancy granted to them by Charles I. conduced 
more to the ultimate neglect of the long-cherished 
costume of their ancestors than the peremptory order 
to abandon it, issued by the officer of Cromi^ell, or 
even the exhortations of the Romish clergy to that 
effect, which are acknowledged to have been of little 
avail. . Certain it is that the Lord Deputy's court at 
Dublin was in Charles's reign distinguished for its 
magnificence ; the peers of the realm, the clergy, and 
the nobility and gentry attending it being arrayed 
of their own free will in robes of scarlet and purple 
velvet, and other rich habiliments, after the English 
fashion. 



TH2 END. 



